
ABSTRACT 

AL-V- 294 
IL c -:L.1,, 1 LINE : HILESTOUE no . --- 0 72) 
ilellf'rs\itirz, Pennsylvania vicinity 
Public/p:ri vate 

1767 (mound of earth) 
1902 (marble aonucent) 

11i.lestone No . --- (172) and its. mou)1d of earth on Little Allegheny 1'1ountain ridge 

mark a point on l'.ason and Dixon ' n \lest !..ine 163 mj les ""ld 59 chains "from the 

Po.,,t Y..:arked fest i.n ?.r . Bryan ' s Field',' or a bout l.60.?~? mil.es west of 

the northeast corner of 1.~ .. jl .... 6~;:! , .. :1e i.>t.t,i.lll~.1..., of .. e_r 230 . 228- mile 

Hes\ Line . The monu.r.ient is a very plain dressed marble post with a low pyramidal 

top , quarried and carved in Cockeysville , l~aryland; !.B in exc~llent con di ti on , 
in tac center of the msund unaltered , firmly se~ ; meacttres abou~ i inches square by about 13 inches hizh 

above the mound; and is embellished only by the capital letter P on the north side 

facing P ... .:. ... .5ylvania. , ~! on the south side facing Maryland , the year 1766 on the 

east side (when this area ·ms preliminarily surveyed) and 1902 on the west side 
( wood c.enterpost marked :. )on the 1'Jest side , we.s ere<;<ted by Haspn. and Dix9ri in 1767 
\·1hen this monument was set • ':'he larce low mound of earth , originally w1 th a / 

/~~~J'1'1.~ntu~~:\ia1.1b.aoi ,a1?in'b.1:1.\5e~~-a"';Y at~liiei~1t~ecs0'h~'tctt:l=k~cttfl-1CS'm.~~~' d\1kaeter by 

about 2;2 feet high nt the center . The monument and mound are tiiGnificant on the 

national and state levels primarily as amonc the thematic group series of so~e 

248 markers still visually defining the \lest Line , the boundary later kno\-m as 

the Mason-Dixon Line , famous for its historic~l impact and innovative survey 

methods . Locally , as amone the 37 ma~~~¥~Jligtts9 tWgu~~g~ent Allegany/Fulton

Bedford-Somerset county boundary , they are also significant symbolically for 

their identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage of these 

counties . 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Magi No . 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME BOUHDARY MARKERS ALONG THE 11/tSON- DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROJ.t') 

HISTORIC (Mason and Dixon ' s) HEST LINE , Post and Heap of .l:iarth o-r. 11 ~h.:. little 
.,1.=_.., i:n· . . o . .mtain" markina 16 ?ales d o .,. .. :-.rked foRt 
ANO/ OR COMMON 1.n dr • .oryan a ..I: 1 e .L . 

I j l ·: - ,., .. }\ ·; rnre· t;U,E§TOlJE lj() , ---(lOt')Q_ O'Z 'P,05 11 ~·rn'r J•n.,.1•r. c lr\+- "10 l??) 

llLOCATIO~ (not for publication) 

STREET & NUMBER off the southeast side of T-766 , on Little Allegheny Lountain 
swru:iit 

CITY 1'0WN 
~'lellersburc ~{ 

VICINITY OF 

STATE P<"nnflyl. vc. ni~ 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS N/A 
_ DISTRICT °X.PUBLIC _ OCCUPIED 

_ BUILDING(S) _ PRIVATE - UNOCCUPIED 

_ STRUCTURE - BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
!_OBJECT S -lN PROCESS .XYES RESTRICTED 

_ BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED 

X "!".{ • .• _. :..::.c . ble - NO 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

. ::> : 6 I P .• : 12 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICUL"URE 

_ COMMERCIAL 

-MUSEUM 

_ PARK 

_ EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

_ MILITARY X OTHER u ·. t -· 
--t'" • • 

DOWNE~ OJ'.' PROPERTY (;107ument and mound on~~ ; see Thematic Group NR 
-~ .. _:--: ti0 .. : or, ..... st::.rr~.:. .. 1d1nl! property O\tners .. :..L ... • · ' 
NAME 

State ~ : .~1·1land/Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Telephone # : 
STREET Si NUMBER 

CITY TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ( see 
. _. -!'!'O«.rnd :' ~ pr' . · !'t:f o•.·m1ru;.i~ ~.i..1:Jt) 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET Si NUMBER 

CITY TOWN 

STATE , zip code 

The .. • ·-~. c :iroup Iffi nomination form 
Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (also sec ThemutictGrouu Nn) 
nomina ion lorm 

TITLE 
Alle~any County Historic Sites Inventory 

DATE 
AL- '.'B-283 entered 6/2/81 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS Maryl.and Historical Trust 

-FEDERAL - _.$TATE _ COUNTY -t.OCAL 

,,.....,,__~-----------------------------------If I CITY TOWN STATE 
Annapolis ;., land L l '-01 . 



B DESCRIPTION Survey 
T ftL-V -d-.?Jlf 

O o -;-Z I "" 

CONDITION 
( 11ou.1d). 

X,..EXCELLENT r 0.1t, · t )._oeTERIORATEO 

CHECK ON' CHECK ONE 
• ( 1otmd) t )~- C i:::ound) t) 
A-UNALTERED . • 0numen AoR1GrNALs1rE Cuonumen 

-GOOD _RUINS -ALTERED _MOVED OAT"----
-FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Liles tone No . ---(172) \'lClS a new monument in 1902 when acided to the center 

f l . . 1;l767d. rason end :Qixon th 
19 o a arge ori..,ina_ mbutl. or eartn aurin~ e 00- 03 Resurvey o.f the Ifa.ryland-

Penns:rl vania boundary . It is a dressed CocLeysville marble post uith a loll 

.yramidal top; is in excellent condition , firmly ~et , unaltered ; me~Gures close 

to 10 inches square by aoout 13 inches above the mound; anJ is embellished only 

by the capi. tel letter P on the north side facins Pennsy.J.vania , I. on the south 

side r cine 11aryland , the year 1766 on the east oide ( llhen this area was 

preliminarily surveyed) and 1902 on the west side (\:hen the monument was set). 

The 1.wund is an unusually fine one , gru.ssy , in e::cellent condition , unaltered , 

rnark:i.ng the oriuinal site , nd oeasurcs an esti~ated 18 feet in diameter by 

about 21~ feet hieh at the center . 

The e.rea here i.s the broad , rolling f.IWliDit-ride;e of :.ittle Allegheny 

Mountain , mostly o~e~ f r~~~ ! ~ rith r~ cef • ~ures , · rroaaae~ c~ the 
abQut 160.74? miles west of the northe~st corn~r of Mar_yland; ia 

mountain slo2e~ by v~ut Jerse forests . ~hd &~te is/'·rithin Bl0cti.on 7istrict 20 

of Allegany County , IiD, and Sou thacpton To\·mship of .:>omcrset County , PA; near.l 

2 miles east of the .village of lellersburg , PA ; about 1700 feet south

southeast of T-766 , a~out 20 feet northeast of a metal gate across the farm 

service lane and an east-west old barbed wire fence bet\leen the Detrick property 

on the north ai1d F~erick land on the sou th; about 300 feet south of the new 

pipeline posts , in a cattle pasture alonu the ridge . It cannot be seen from the 

road , but easily :froCJ the lane , all seasons , and seems well protected by its 
remoteness and the property owners . 

The monument , identical to 65 other monuments of .J.902 set >1est of Sideling 

Hill alon~ the Mar:,'land-Pennsyl vania boundary , was quarried and carved in 

Cockeysville , Maryland , of a \thi te , fine - t;rained marble called saccharoidal 

dolomite or magnes:i.an limestone; was originally cut about 10 inches square by 

about 4~ feet lons , intended for setting about 1}2 feet above ground , with the 
remaining 3 i'eet for setting firmly into the e;round or mound . The letters and 
numbers are blocky , V-sunk Hithout serifs , and are horizontally alir;ned as a 
band around the stone r.ear the top . These , and the top planes and apex are all 
clear and intact , ,.fi th only a few minor chips at the top corners and alonu the 
vertical edges . This 'part of the Line 11as prelininarily surveyed by lu .. on and 
Di:;:on in 1766 , .but the "Heap ~~ Earth11 andrwg~d c:nterpost _"about ;2 Tnch~s 
Square Harked W on the .lest Siae" were noi ' U~til lfovember c3rd , ti-7--qurin~, 
the last week of their field \lork west o:f11Sinclone; Rill." (., . H. Mc.soil~,91§S~ 1 

:i. 

l'- 1;1 -1 19;) . 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (see 'l'he!!!a tic Group Ir.R nomin ti on 

&- "' • t . " .i l 1 • ~ • ~t·Ik t ... or __ er .Lescr:t"> io>.c o:i:. 1. _,e.,_r· -" ... ..:. ~ / .,.r. ers se west of Sideline Hill 
and the origina~ Mason ana uixon cairns) 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
Survey No . CllO 7£ · 3>-

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

~PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 

- 1400· 1499 __ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _ SCIENCE 

_ 1500· 1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _ SCULPTURE 

_ 1500 1699 __ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY -50CIAl/HUMANITARIAN 

X..1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

A.. 1800· 1899 

~1900 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

:::.EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

_INDUSTRY X..POllTICStGOVERNMENT )(_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_I NVENTION be~ ..: ... : i.."Y surveying 

SPECIFIC OATES 
1767 (mound) 
... 7...,~ (: .. ,. .,ment) Charles Mason nnd Jeremiah Dixon 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

l".ilestone No . --- (172) and its earth mound are sii:;nificant on the national 

and state levels primarily as runong the t~ematic group series of sooe 248 

markers still visually defin:Lng t-lason and Dixon ' s lest Line , the 230 . 228- cile 
p,rovinc:i.al 

/ boundary later known as the ?.nsor.- Dixon Line , famous for its h:i.storical impact 

and ir.nov ... tive survey oethods . This part of the Line was prclioinarily 

surveyed 1n 1766 , this site marked with a 11lieap of Earth" and uood centcrpost 

Hovecber 23 , 1767 , and the new Cockoysville marble monuocnt added as a 

substitute for the post in 1902 during the 1900- 03 Resurvey of the 1.a.rylund-
~inc1udinE 2 mounds) Pennsylvania boundary . Locally , as one of 37 marRers;aion~ "he pres~nt 

Allegany/Fulton-Bedfor~Someraet county boundar y , No . ---(172);andaI~gnd are 

significant for their i dentifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil. 
iar heritace of these counties . 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National. .Rei;ister nomin tion form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Survey fo . $'" i ij 

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(see I'hcillatic Gl·oup l'lational Register nol!lination form) 

CONTlNUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I f NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY l ' than one acre 

~ t .l"" -~1 nd (L:aryland- Pennsylvania- .fest Virginia) , USGS 7 .5 
series (topographic) , 1949 .hotorev. 1974, scale 1 : 24-000 

UTL reference: zone 17 , eastin~ 68721 , northine 439906 

VE RBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
N/A 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Allegany 

STATE Pennsylvania COUNTY 
Somerset 

mroRM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

minute 

Alice I ·~rtin (volunteer , Iiason and Dixon ' s ·.:e-:3t Line bound.,, • ., larker surveyor) 
ORGANIZATION DA TE 

L.r.,r1._ ~" l .i:i torical Trust and Maryland Geoloe;ical Survey 0 /-:'/81 (site su1·veyed) 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

1 1T::.;0° .. int v nue ()('I_· ) L.72-2128 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

i: .o nix ... : :..and 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature , to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House , 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1 tol 
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