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Joseph Cresap House 
Cresaptown 

earl:r 19th century 

This earl;' Eth century dwelling consists of a two story, 

three bay wide "L" shaped facade. The house was originally a 

log structure, but was remodeled with white aluminum siding. 

Additional work was done on the gabled roof with the install-

ment of new asphaJt shingles. Seven low cross gable dormers 

punctuate the front and rear roof line directl•· above the 

second stor" windows. The windows are al] double hung wooden 

sash frames. Shed roofs cover the main e~trRnce, side porch 

and rear patio. The house features two corbeled brick chim-

neys, one central and the other interior. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Joseph Cresap Log House 
ANO/OR COMMON 

Varner Log House 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

198 Oakwood Avenue 
CITY. rowN 

Cresaptown .x_ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

!.BUILOING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC XoccuP1Eo 

~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

-BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

_YES· RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

..XNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Arden E. Varner 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 5 Box 198A 
CITY. TOWN 

Cresaptown -¥- VICINITY OF 

llLOCA TION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland, 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _.PA>iK 

_EDUCATIONAL KPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

· · Telepho11~ #.: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_ TRANSPOR~ ~TION 

_OTHER 

729-8098 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Maryland 21502 

Liber #: 441 
Folio #: 265 

STATE 

Maryland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

K_oRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Joseph Cresap House is located at 198 Oakwood Avenue, in 
Cresaptown, Allegany County on the southwestern side of the street 
one quarter mile east of the intersection of Route 220 South. 

The house consists of a two story, three bay wide "L" shaped 
facade. A rear wing abuts the main block on the southwestern side 
forming the ''L" of the building and is of identical construction as 
the main block. The building originally was log structure; however, 
it has since been covered with aluminum siding. The entire structure 
is supported by a low stone foundation and exhibits a plain water 
table. The roof of the structure is gabled and is covered by replaced 
asphalt shingles. Seven low cross gable dormers are placed along the 
front and rear of the roof line and are placed directly above the 
second story windows. Windows in the building are all double hung 
wooden sash frames with one over one lights and plain trim. The main 
entrance to the house is located on the front northeastern face and 
features a replaced paneled door with transom and side lights. A 
Three bay end porch with shed roof covers the main entrance; a side 
porch and rear patio, both with shed roofs, are also featured on the 
house. Two corbeled brick chimneys, one located centrally and another 
on the wing, are also featured within the facade. 

The Cresap house is structurally very sound but has been dras
tically altered from the original appearance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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PERIOD AAEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

---.ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

---.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

Cob 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

x_ 1 800- 1 899 

_1900-

---.AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

.K.ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

---.ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_LITERATURE 

K_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The original log portion of the Cresap House was built by Joseph 
Cresap, son of ])aniel Cresap, in 1801.1 In the second quarter of the 
19th century, the house was purchased by Samuel Brady, a virginian. 
Brady's Confederate sympathies led to one of the only Civil War inci
dents which occurred in Allegany County. In 1865, a group of Confeder
ate supporters known as McNeill's Rangers planned to capture two Union 
generals who were staying in Cumberland. The Rangers traveled down 
over Knobley Mountain and stayed at the Brady Farm until early morning. 
Before dawn, they left on the McMullen Road for Cumberland. The raid 
was successful and the southerners captured General Ben Kelly and General 
George Crook from their respective hotels and quickly made their escape 
toward Romney and the Confederate lines.2 

1 "Heritage Press", September 1972, Vol.l, No.11, p.6. 

2 ibid 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than 1 acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
J ~# •• 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Program Coordinator of All. Co. Historic Sites 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

La Vale 

DATE 

7 /6/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 4l;~~~ction 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Uld Joseph Cresap House 
Route ~ , Oakwood Avenue , Cresaptown , 11D 

TUS'IC :JC CF ,JN ('F TITLE 

Allegany County Deed - Liber 441 , Folio 265 
erantec: ,\rden L Varner 
grm1 tor: Charles H. Rc.1ussct1 u 

!'eptember 29 , 1970 
Concideration : $55 ,000 

.llecnny County Deed - I iber 374, Folio 236 
p.r ntee: Ch~•rles H. Rousce<.iu 
grantor: Hudolph .'teinberger 
July 15, 1964 
Consi0eration: •22 , 5{'-0 

Allegnny County Deed - LHer 33:- , Folio 166 
grantee: Rudolr:h Steintere;er 
f::;r~ntor: Ric:hRrd l • C;-irter 
May 29 , 19El 
Con~iderntion: 22 , 000 

.".llegnny Connty Deed - Liber ;13 , Fol:io 11$ 
grantee: ~icL rd R. C~•rter 

granter: Je H. :'io=-ons 
July 28 , 1959 
Considcrition: wl?,OCO 

Allegany County Deed - I ibu 175 , Folio 4;.'2 
cr·>ntec-: Jesse H. ::>immons 
grant.or: John D. fnderson 
August 7 , 1936 
Conaiclerotion: $7 ,0CO 

Alle0any County Deed - Liber 151 , Folio 337 
gr~ntee: John r. Anderson 
r.ranior: Rumc C. J..nnan Real Estate CompDny 
Au3usL 28 , J925 
Consideration: 4 ,100 

1.llegnny 
rr·ntee: 
trrantor: 
June 20 , 

/ llc:\•any 
£r&ntee: 
frrntor: 
i•l riJ 16 ' 

County Deed - Libcr 147 , Folio 4CO 
·.ume C. t.nnan l~eal .r.:st·ite Company 
ilume < • /mnan 

19?4 

Uounty Deeci - Iiher 147, Polio 376 
•jume C. · nmrn 
CumberJand Induntrial Corporr-tion 
19?L1 

llegany County Del"d - 1 iber 129, Folio 47 
~rfntee: rumberland InduDtrial Corfn. tjon 
gl"Fntor: Cumberland Chamh r of Co ~ ce 
11ugust 26 , 1919 



Old -roseph Cresar House 
?-oute 5, Oakwood Avenue 
Cresaptown, 'far:;1 land 

HISTORICAL rw.1:; OF TITLE 

•\llegany Count'· Deed - Liber 125, Folio 1 45 
grantee: Cumberland Chamber of Commerce 
grantor: Henr;· J. T{nieriem 
July 29, 1918 

Allegany County Deed - Liber 98, Folio 638 
grantee: Henry J. Knieriem 
grantor: Charles L. Cunningham 
May 26, 1906 
32 acres 

Allegany 
grantee: 
grantor: 
December 
32 acres 

County Deed - Liber 9 ! , 
Charles L. Cunningham 
Samuel D. Brady 

24, 19)1 

Folio 65 

Allegany County Deed - Liber 70, Folio 688 
grantee: Samuel D. Brady 
grantor: Thomas S. Kean - heir of Susan F. Brad;· 
September 15, 1891 
Consideration: $2, l ')' 
32 acres 

Allegany County Deed - Liber 47, Folio 265 and 266 
grantee: Susan F. Brady 
grant or: Tohn Brad;· and Carrie Brad:· 
September 14, 1874 
Consideration 11,llO 
32 acres 

Allegany County Deed - Liber 44, Folio 95 
grantee: John and Carrie Brady 
grantor: Isaac T. Brady 
September 30, 187' 
Consideration $25,100 
5 1c 7 /8 acres 

Allegany County Deed - Liber 44, Folio 95 
grantee: John and Carrie Brady 
granter: Isaac T. Brady 

Susan F. Brady 
Kate B. Randal 1 
Sarranuel Brady (deceased) 
Sallie Brady 
Mary Darrow 
William Brydon 
Susan V. Brydon 

September 30, l87'} 
509 7 /8 acres - "Eve's Blessing" 
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Allegan:· County Deed - Liber 20, Folio 16 
grantee: Sammuel Brady 
grantor: James W. Tones 
February 25, 1862 
Consideration: $250 
509 7/8 acres - "Eve's Blessing" 

Alleganv Countv Deed - Liber 4, Folios 671, 672, 673, 674 
grantee: 'ames W. Jones 
grantor: John Hoye and Mary (wife) 
February 3, 1849 
Consideration: Sl, -,00 
5'19 7 /8 acres 

Joseph Cresap original owner 
Early 18·10 1 s 
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Key points regarding interior architecture. 

1. Floor plan 
No through hall--How many rooms long and deen? 

Where is stairway? Straight qr winqing?. 

With through hall--Rooms on both sides? How many? 
Rooms on one side only? How many? 
Is stair in throu~h hall? 

Open or enclosed? Straight--one run. Straight--landing 
How many? Curved. 

If not in hall, where is stair? 

2. Wall finish: plaster, paneled, board partit:i!on • 
Note presence of chair rail, cornice, etc. 

J. Fireplacesa ·How many? Parullel to walls or diagonal in 
corner? 
Mantels: wood--mouldings, pilasters, columns 

· masonry--marble (what color? ) , brick 

3. Ooorss on the inside of exterior doors, note the nresence of 
applied flush boards and their direction (diagonal, vertical, 
horizontal). In general are doors paneled or ledge or other? 

4. Door and window trim: plain, architrave; fluted, reeded; 
pilasters 

5. Kitchenr Where is original if extant or kno~m (marked by very 
large fireplace)Z Separate building; wing to principal 
dwelling; within principal dwelling? On which floor of any 
of the above? 

::..'.. ·:·· .. ~: .. ~.::: ~J_·~. ~-J~.\.:.:;.. - ·:~ ~: ... : ;\'.> ·~ . .r. ••. ;-1';. 
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rowN"CRESAP PARK"v1c1NtTY Cresaptown 
sTREHNo. Car.Oakwood & Second Ave . 

ORIGINAL OWNER aoseph Cresap 
ORIGINAL usE Home 
PRESENT OWNERChes.R. & Alice s. 
PRESENT usE Home Rousseau 
WALL CONSTRUC TION Log ( ori~inel) with 
NO. OF STORIES 2 additions 

2. NAME 

ca 18 1 (land) 
~;;~E 0'l~'}f!0Dttdd l tions later 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

·NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLI C 

TRADITION: Joseph Creaap OrlFd.nal settler--Cresaptown,Md • 
1800 census shows Joseph Cresap livin~ in Upper Oldtown (now 

Cresaptown) ••• election District No . 7 

Log Cabln section 15 inches thi ck; additions added ; 8 rooms - now 
covered; Spring-house reconditioned. 

Brady ' s Statton (on B & ORR). No evidence that the railroad 
provided a Station (building) . Records and interviews with RR 
people sav there was a shed-1 ike struct1lre with bench simtlar 
to school - bus stops of todey- - neAr the railroad tracks - -so we hfive 
been 12na le to verify tradi tion of second butlding on the iroperty 
as being "place where people boup:ht tickets to ride trains • 

. ... over . ....... . 

very good 
lnt• rlor 

nQeds ne.int 
E xterlor S. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF HRUCTURE Endangered 

I " X l..J -.;;.;..--x~x~~-

Warners Rest. 

Cumberland , Md . 
~~~~~~~~~---+ 

~ R. "). ")... o - s c •• r 'l --7' 
~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

O. PUBLISHED SOURCES lAutl.or. Title, Pops} 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, '=TC. 

Helen Strow HlnKle 
Hazel G. Hansrote 
checked house, e;r·ounds ,deeds 

Second Ave. 
"Cresap Pari:" 

Cresaptown, Md. 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

· NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE C•F RECORDER 

Hazel Groves Hansrote,Chalrman 
Maryland Historical Trust and 
Secretary Preservation Society 
Alle~anv Countv ~9ryO 

DATE OF RECORC July ... Aug. 

.. 
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I 1 OWNERS : 

• 

JCSEPH CRESAP (1 ' 55- 1827 ) 
Samuel D. Brady 
Isaac & John D. Brady 
Mary G. Darrow 
J . W. Scott Cochrane, DeWarren H 
John B. Gunning • Reynolds,Trustees of Mary K. Darrow 
Lucy V. Cunningham (and Gharles L. Cunninahem) 
Henry J. Knieriem and wife Anna c 
Cumberland Ghamber of Commerce 
Cumberland Industrial Corp. 
Hume o. Annan 
John D. Anderson arxi Hattie his wife 
Jesse E. & Mamie E. Simmons ' 
Richard P & Susan G. Carter 
RUdolph & Geneva R. Steinberger 
Charles R. & Alice S Rousse 

(expect prooertv to be so~~' w:~~i4,1964 -P:esent owner (1970) 
n A year, transferred by work) 

SA .ft:EL D. 'SR A CY 

It ._as s. t :.Jr . Br qd•r ' s house ( i n wha t ls no'" Cr'3sap ?arid that the plan 

t o cap t l r e tl'e 'Jn ion 'ldnerals d1:r:nc the c1v ; l .'iar .ver~ f i..,al 1.zed • 

'Ihe i.ic i~ei 11 Ran ers had me.de the !)la "l , crossed over th<>. Potoma c Rive r 

stopped at i. be Br1>07 home, then oroceed .. d to Cumberla"'Cl, .. Id . "here Ge n . 

Geotll'e Cr ook wlis tAl(en from b~d t n the Reve11~:10 •1se , lAter .crtO\m as Ae"lnewe1?;s) 

a nd Oe n . B. F. ~elly was ta en fro~ b~d at t he Barnu~ ~ouse~ later known 

a s t he Wi nd sor Ho t el. Bo t h establ i shments 11ere on Balt~-::ore Str Pe t, t he 

main s tre~ t of the town . The Generals wer-3 caotured Feb . 21 , 1Ro5 . Joseph 

L. Vand i ver cap t u r ed Gen . Cr ook while J oseph Kuykends~l c~ptured Gen . Kelley . 

Bo t h bulld1ngs from whLch the Gener a ls were ea p t ,Jred (land'llB.r!<s) a re 

now par .Ung l o ts a.ndwere s u itably mar'<ed wi t h pl a lUes b y the Civ i l War 

Cantennial Commit t ee . Plaques have been r~mov~d by Ur ban Renewal , whtch 

has o r omised to ou t ti,em back , w}l,n the downtoRn sect lon is compl e t ed . 

Hansrote & S!~kle . 

.. 
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