C & 0 Canal Boat House
12608 Pershing Drive, Potomac Park
AL-V1-A-141

Many boats and barges use on the C & 0 Canal were salvaged
and used for other structures when it became evident that flood
damage to the canal in 1924 brought a permanent end to travel
on the waterway. In his book, The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 01d
Picture Album, Thomas F. Hahn states that "derelict canal boats
provided homes for many people both during and after the canal
operating period."

In 1941 members of the Jordan family moved this boat from
the canal basin in Cumberland to Potomac Park. The boat was
placed on cement blocks and converted into a modest residence.
Although the structure has been subjected to drastic alterations
and additions, some original features remain intact. Kitchen, or
galley cabinets and sliding windows on the southwest appear to
be original.
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The C & 0 Canal Boat House is located at 13608 Pershing Drive
in Potomac Park.

This canal boat was moved from the C & 0 Canal and placed on a
foundation of concrete blocks. 01d photographs show that the boat
was covered with wooden siding and had a flat roof later made into
a gabled roof. A shed roofed porch was added onto the southwest.
Sliding six 1light windows of a type common for canal boats are
visible in one photograph. Later coverings of weatherboard and
aluminum siding and gabled additions on the southeast have
further obscured the boat. The roof and windows have all been

replaced.
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Many boats and barges use on the C & 0 Canal were salvaged
and used for other structures when it became evident that flood
damage to the canal in 1924 brought a permanent end to travel

on the waterway. (1) 1In his book, The Chesapeake and Ohio

Canal 01d Picture Album, Thomas F. Hahn states that "derelict

canal boats provided homes for many people both during and
after the canal operating period." (2)
In 1941 members of the Jordan family moved this boat
from the canal basin in Cumberland to Potomac Park. (3) The
boat was placed on cement blocks and converted into a modest
residence. Although the structure has been subjected to drastic
alterations and additions, some original features remain intact.
Kitchen, or galley cabinets and sliding windows on the southwest
appear to be original.
(1) Lee Baron, The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal" As it Is and As It Was"
(privately printed:1973) no page number.
(2) Thomas F. Hahn, The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 01d Picture Album

(Shepherdstown, W. Va.: The American Canal and Transportation Center, 1976)
p.53

(3) Interview Mr. Jordan, Potomac Park, 9-25-79

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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C & 0 Canal Boat House
AL-V1-A-141

Allegany County Deed: Liber 221, Folio 512
Grantee: Joseph C. Mooney and Elizabeth Jane Mooney
Grantor: Harry H. Hoffman and Anna Mae Hoffman

Allegany County Deed: Liber 217, Folio 283
Grantee: Harry H. Hoffman and Anna Mae Hoffman
Grantor: Elsie M. Jordan Devine

Notes: William A. Jordan died intestate

Allegany County Deed: Liber 191, Folio 382
Grantee: Willaim A. Jordan and Elsie M. Jordan
Grantor: Henry Shriver and Henrietta Shriver

Date:

Date:

Date:

July 30, 1948

September 25, 1947

May 26, 1941
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DWELLING SHAPE: (square, cross, rectangular)
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( ) FRAME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?)
( ) BRICK: Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants.
( ) STONE: Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or reqular), quoins-plain, rusticated
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Location: Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Outside end{ Central( ) Interior( )
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