
AL-Vl-B-023 1787, 1890 
Moses Rawlings House, site 
(Daniel Cresap House, Governor Lowndes House, Loar House, Bloomfield Farm) 
Loar Lane 
Rawlings 
Private 

The Moses Rawlings House consisted of a large 2 1/2-story, 1890 frame 

main block, facing northwest, and two rear wings on the southeastern side. One 

of these wings was a stone structure, reputedly built in 1787. The frame main 

block was sheathed in weatherboards, and was supported on a low stone 

foundation with a plain watertable. All four sides of the gable roof had a soffit 

and frieze, and the roof was covered with replacement asphalt shingles. The 

main block had 8 6/6 sash windows with paneled shutters across the second 

floor of the northwest facade. The southwestern two windows were grouped 

together with no shutters between. The first floor, covered by a hip-roofed porch 

supported by Ionic columns, covered an entrance in the northeast bay and five 

floor-to-ceiling windows with 24 lights and paneled shutters. The roof of this 

elevation was pierced by four pedimented dormers with 4/4 sash windows with 

paneled shutters. An interior chimney pierced this slope of the roof near the 

ridgeline between the first two dormers from the southwest. The northeast gable 

end of the building held a wide 10/10 sash window in the northwest bay of the 

first floor. The southeast bay held the principal entrance, with a vertical paneled 

door, elliptical fanlight, and sidelights. This entrance was covered by a one-bay 

pedimented portico. Four 6/6 sash windows with paneled shutters spanned the 

second floor of this elevation, and two 4/4 sash windows with paneled shutters 

and a traceried fanlight pierced the attic gable. The southeast gable end held a 
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variety of window types, and an attic gable fenestrated similarly to the other end 

of the building. A rear two-story porch was recessed into the main block. At 

least some windows on the rear wing had been replaced with 2/2 sash. Two 

flush brick chimneys rose from the gable end of the rear wing. The interior had a 

total of 19 rooms, and was reported to have had "many false staircases." The 

house was inventoried in 1976, and burned to the ground in May of 1982. 

Construction of the original stone portion in 1787 has been attributed to 

Colonel Moses Rawlings, a Revolutionary War officer. The house has also been 

associated with the Cresap family. Once known as the Bloomfield Farm, the 

property had been owned by the Loar family since the 1920s. The house was 

once owned by and used as a summer home by Lloyd Lowndes, who in 1895 

became Allegany County's only citizen to ever become Governor. 
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Loar Frame House 

llLOCATION 
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_STRUCTURE 
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Liber # : 251 
Folio #: 262 

STATE 

Maryland 

zip code 
215'57 

-FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY -1.0CAL 

( DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

.....UNALTERED 

,.......ALTERED 

AL-Vl - 8-023 

CHECK ONE 

-'-'ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE, __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The old uov rnor O\'mai.:o uvu ... .L 

County on the outh i e of the ro 

Te r~sidence ccrsists 
sh ped ain f c de . mwo win s 

ac t~u v•.L o r u 
n~nr the inler ection 

thA oldest ing con tructed of tone n 
for the in me tructurc ro is covnred 
f c ae is !?upport d by l'l lo tone !oun · tion ith lain 1 

, .. 1" e ny 
... (' outh. 

the ~tructure is ccbled including~ frie~e and is covered \ith re 1 ced 
- ~h lt in le~ . our cro -~ le dormer e pl ced lonG the front no1th estrrn 
roof line and R fdnr,le cross- b:!.e found in the 1 inc'o in t l uildin 
inclu c doutl h~ \ oo en s oh fr four- over-four d ix- over-d.x light.., o.nd 
ie ture tr· shuttors . nn li ht in~o found in the lle end~ of Lle in bl~cl 

.. 

.. 

and lo gr. first story windo\o s incJ ud \/.entJ four lit,htt> -nd ...mutter., . 'lb in en tr nee 
loc ted on the northe·~t rn siae nd ru-. i it the ori in 1 verticle neled door \ith 

tr n om, fnn li ht an ide light. . m 11 led roof boo covus the cnti· nee and 
i u1ported by t10 circular column • nc tory nd .orch , 1hich fe-t ce ipp 
roo!' oup orted by i onic c .1-it 1 col nE , is fow1d on the front ace , und r r two 
story orch i reces· ed into the ·n bl ck . Three corbeled trick chimneys ere found 
within the f cade i one to the interior of the <.in bloc nd the other on the flUE1h 
ends of the re r \in0 • 

The house is tructura~ly ound and it 
origini.l con truction , ho ever the buil in 

ap e ranee has 
is in need of o 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

een in k erin 
re ir . 

with the 

"'· 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

r PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ··CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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For significancP statement und further expl nation, refei· to rrv. Helen Hinkle'~ 
Inventory Form to the Nrtional egicter. 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Allegany Co.mty Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTlNUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 5 . 2 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John E. Nelson, Program Coordinator of All. 60. Historic Sites 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET So NUMBER 

10 Park Lane 
CITY OR TOWN 

Frostburg 

DATE 

7/7/76 
TELEPHONE 

689-8486 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be £ound in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Key points regarding interior architecture. 

.. I 

1. Floor plan 
· No through hall--How many rooms long and deep? 

Where is stairway? Straight qr win~ing? 

With through hall--Rooms on both sides? How many? 
Rooms on one side only? How many? 
Is stair in throu~h hall? 

Open or enclosed? Straight--one run. Straight--landing 
How many? Curved. 

If not in hall, where is stair? 

2. Wall finish: plaster, paneled, board partit~on • 
Note presence of chair rail, cornice, etc. 

'.3· Fireplaces i ··How many? Parsllel to walls or diagona.l in 
corner? 
M.a.ntels i wood--mouldings, pilasters, columns 

· masonry--marble (what color? ) , brick 

J. Doors1 on the inside of exterior doors, note the presence of 
applied flush boards and their direction {diagonal, vertical, 
horizontal). In general are doors paneled or ledge or other? 

4. Door and window trim: plain, architrave; fluted, reeded: 
pilasters 

5. Kitchens Where is original if extant or knovm (marked by very 
large fireplace)~ Separate building; wing to principal 
dwelling: within principal dwelling? On which floor of' any 
of the above? 
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