AL-VI-B-023 1787, 1890
Moses Rawlings House, site
(Daniel Cresap House, Governor Lowndes House, Loar House, Bloomfield Farm)
Loar Lane
Rawlings
Private

The Moses Rawlings House consisted of a large 2 1/2-story, 1890 frame
main block, facing northwest, and two rear wings on the southeastern side. One
of these wings was a stone structure, reputedly built in 1787. The frame main
block was sheathed in weatherboards, and was supported on a low stone
foundation with a plain watertable. All four sides of the gable roof had a soffit
and frieze, and the roof was covered with replacement asphalt shingles. The
main block had 8 6/6 sash windows with paneled shutters across the second
floor of the northwest facade. The southwestern two windows were grouped
together with no shutters between. The first floor, covered by a hip-roofed porch
supported by lonic columns, covered an entrance in the northeast bay and five
floor-to-ceiling windows with 24 lights and paneled shutters. The roof of this
elevation was pierced by four pedimented dormers with 4/4 sash windows with
paneled shutters. An interior chimney pierced this slope of the roof near the
ridgeline between the first two dormers from the southwest. The northeast gable
end of the building held a wide 10/10 sash window in the northwest bay of the
first floor. The southeast bay held the principal entrance, with a vertical paneled
door, elliptical fanlight, and sidelights. This entrance was covered by a one-bay
pedimented portico. Four 6/6 sash windows with paneled shutters spanned the

second floor of this elevation, and two 4/4 sash windows with paneled shutters

and a traceried fanlight pierced the attic gable. The southeast gable end held a
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variety of window types, and an attic gable fenestrated similarly to the other end
of the building. A rear two-story porch was recessed into the main block. At
least some windows on the rear wing had been replaced with 2/2 sash. Two
flush brick chimneys rose from the gable end of the rear wing. The interior had a
total of 19 rooms, and was reported to have had "many false staircases." The
house was inventoried in 1976, and burned to the ground in May of 1982.
Construction of the original stone portion in 1787 has been attributed to
Colonel Moses Rawlings, a Revolutionary War officer. The house has also been
associated with the Cresap family. Once known as the Bloomfield Farm, the
property had been owned by the Loar family since the 1920s. The house was
once owned by and used as a summer home by Lloyd Lowndes, who in 1895

became Allegany County's only citizen to ever become Governor.
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AT =~ VI = B « 023 1787 and 1890
Ztone House znd Governor lowndes House
Rawlings

The oldest part of the Governor lowndes house was bLuilt in 1757
in all probability by a member of the Cresap family. It ie two
stories high, three bays wide with two over tuc windowe &nd a
gabled roof. The larger structure, which is really = late 1Sth
century addition built by the lowndes family, is a frame building
covered by weatherboasrding., It has & high gabled roof punctuzted
by four cross gable dormers. The main entrance is of particular
interest with its original vertical paneled door with 2 transem,
fan lipht and side lights. £ emall pediment covere the entrance
supported by four ionic columns, In addition, there is & one
etory end porch which has a hipped roof supported by six ionic

columns,
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- Key points regarding interior architecture. .

1,

2.

3.

k.

Se

‘Floor plan

~'No through hall--How many rooms lcng and deep?
Where is stairway? Straight or winding?

- With through hall--Rcoms on both sides? How many?
Rooms on one side only? How many?
Is stair in through hall?
: Open or enclosed? Straight--one run. Straight--landing
' How many? Curved.
If not in hall, where is stair?

wWall finish: plaster, paneled, board partition
Note presence of chair rail, cornice, etc.

Fireplaces: -How many? Parallel to walls or diagonzl in
corner? : ' '
Mantels: wood--mouldings, pilasters, columns

" masonry--marble(what color? ), brick

Doors: on the inside of exterior doors, note the presence of
applied flush boards and their direction (diagonal, vertical,
horizontal). In general are doors paneled or ledge or other?

Door and window trim: plain, architrave; fluted, reeded;
pilasters

Kitchen: Where is original if extant or known (marked by very
large fireplace)? Separate building; wing to principal
dwelling; within principal dwelling? On which flcor of any
of the above?
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