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GREY FRt\.ME HOUSE 
Woodland, Maryland 
ca. 1870 

The Grey Frame House is an example 

of what was known as a "block"or a two 

family dwelling built by the Consolidation 

Coal Company in the town of Woodland. "Blocks" 

were usually of frame construction and two 

stories high. The houses had three to four 

rooms and a shed kitchen for each family. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Grey Frame House is located on Depot Street in Woodland, 
Allegany County. 

The Grey House is a two and a half story, four bay wide, 
frame structure that is covered in weatherboard. The entire 
structure rests on a low stone foundation. The roof is gabled 
and covered with asphalt shingles. Windows in the structure 
are double hung wooden sashes with two over two lights with 
cornices. Two small single sash, single light windows are 
located in the gable ends. In addition, the gable ends are 
covered with asbestos shingles. Two entrances are located 
on the main facade and feature verticle paneled doors with 
transom lights. The entrances are covered with a four bay, 
hipped roof end porch. A rather deteriorated shed roof addition 
abuts the main block on the east side. Two original corbeled 
brick chimneys are located in the interior of the building. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Consolidation Coal Company was established in 1864 and eventually 
became the largest bitummous coal company in the United States.l Because 
of its size, the Consolidation Coal Company owned a large amount of real 
estate in the George's Creek area. In 1871, the company owned 311 dwel
lings houses, and in 1873, it listed among its assets dwellings at the mines 
worth $115,045.2 

The Grey Frame House is an example of what was known as a "block" or a 
two family dwelling built by the Consolidation Coal Company. "Blocks" were 
usually of frame construction and two stories high. The houses had three 
to four rooms and a shed kitchen for each family. Often a small garden was 
located along each side of the house. The cost of a typical block in the 
185r)'s was about $400.00. They were rented to~ miner for about $3.50 per 
month or 12% of a miners annual income in 188n. 

1 Katherine A. Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, N.Y., 1969) p. 9 
2 ibid p. 78 
3 ibid p. 83 
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

Harvey, Katherine A., The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, N.Y.) 
Cornell University Press, 1969 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRJPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

Lava le 

DATE 

12/10/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
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Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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