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THOMAS WRIGHT FARM 

( SADDLEBAG LOG HOUSE AND BARN ) 

AL-VI-B-036 
Old Legislative Road, Woodland 
ca. 1828 

The Saddlebag Log House and Barn were 

built in the early 19th century and repre-

sents a relatively large farm complex for 

Allegany County during this time period. 

The log house itself is an unconnnon farm 

of rural architecture in this county in 

that it is in the "saddlebag" style. The 

"saddlebag" is a variant of the two-unit 

log dwelling in which two cabins were built 

close together so as to utilize a common 

chimney. In all probability, the farm was 

prosperous and was a fine farm house in 

its day. The house is no longer in use and 

in in need of repair. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 0 \ 0 -z:11f~ 61.\ 

AL-VI-B-036 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
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THOMAS WRIGHT FARM 
(Saddlebag Log & Barn ) 
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_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
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Depot Road 
CITY. TOWN 
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llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland, 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
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Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MuSELiM 
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_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 
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Telephone #: 

STATE 1 
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Liber #: 215 
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689-8895 
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Maryland 
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II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

-FAIR 

X DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

!ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.!ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Saddlebag Farm House is located on the east side of the Old 
Legislative Road in Woodland, Allegany County. 

The Saddlebag Farm House is a two story, four bay wide "L" shaped 
log structure that has been covered with asbestos shingles. A rear 
wing abuts the main block on the east side and was probably used as a 
summer kitchen. The entire structure rests on a high stone foundation. 
The roof is gabled and covered with tin roofing material. The majority 
of windows were double hung pegged, wooden sashes with six over six 
lights. Two doors are located on the main facade and feature doors 
with horizontal paneling. Both doors are covered by a shed roofed porch 
in poor condition. The house has two stone chimneys, one located in the 
interior of the house and one at the outside end of the rear wing. 

The saddlebag Log House is in deteriorated condition; however, it 
nevertheless retains much of its original fabric and appearance. 

In addition to the house, a large barn is also located on the pro
perty. It is constructed of logs which rest on a high stone foundation. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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400-1499 

_1500-1599 
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_J.RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_J.RT _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETILEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

'SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

Architecturally, the Saddlebag Farm is a good example of what is known 
as a "Saddlebag" log house. The "saddlebag" is a variant of the two-unit 
log dwelling in which two cabins were built close together so as to utilize 
a common chimnev. This eliminated a need to build two fireplaces and two 
chimneys. Typically the Saddlebag Farm has two front doors and is one room 
deep and two stories high. 

It has been suggested that one reason it was necessary to build a sad
dlebag log house is th3.t the maximum length of a single log was rarely more 
than 24 to 30 feet; after that the logs began to taper. Thus, by construct
ing two log buildings side by side the builder obtained the length desired 
without having to splice logs together. 1 

The Saddlebag Farm is unique in that it has a rear wing or summer kit
chen on its western side. The wing is a single story high and rests on a 
high stone foundation with a massive stone chimney at the flush end. 

In all probability the farm was a prosperous one, judging from the size 
of the barn which is located close to the main house. In addition, the pro
perty is located along the Old Legislative Road and is among a large group 
of late 18th and early 19th century buildings still extant in the area. 

1 C. A Weslager. The Log Cabin in America, (New Brunswick, New Jersey: 
Rutgers University Press, 1969) p. 72 & 74 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 
C.A. Weslager. The Log Cabin in America, (New Brunswick, New Jersey: 

Rutgers University Press, 1969) p. 72 & 74 
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ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ l_O_O_a_cr_e_s __ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

Layale. 

DATE 

12/8/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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