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ZILER SALTBOX 
Route 36, National, Maryland 
ca. 1870 

The Ziler Saltbox is an "L" shaped 

frame structure with a shed roof addition 

at the rear of the building. It is one 

and a half stories high and rests on a 

loN stone foundation. It is typical of 

the type of housing constructed by the 

Consolidation Coal Company in the second 

half of the 19th century. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 0 \,O-Z.. IJ ssoi.\ 
AL-VI-B-037 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Ziler Saltbox 
AND/OR COMMON 

·IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 36 
CITY. TOWN 

National ..x_ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _XocCUPIED 

_xBUILDINGIS) XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_xNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Peter Ziler 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland, 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PACIK 

_EDUCATIONAL KPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPOhTAT·ON 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE I zip code 

Liber #: 405 
Folio #: 307 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL _$TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

XFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

KoR1GrNAL s1TE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ziler Saltbox is located on the east side of Route 36 
in National, Allegany County. 

The Ziler house is an "L" shaped frame structure with a 
shed roof addition on the rear of the building. It is covered in 
a combination of weather board and clapboard and rests on a low 
stone foundation. The roof is gabled and covered with asphalt 
roofing material. Windows in the structure are double hung, wooden 
sash frames with two over two lights. Entrances are located on 
the east and west sides and feature doors with horizontal paneling. 
The main door is covered by a one bay hipped roof entrance porch. 
Two original corbeled brick chimneys are located in the interior 
and inside end of the building respectively. 

The Ziler Saltbox is in fair condition and retains much 
of its original fabric and appearance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
I l - j i -- f, -0 3 7 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

X1eoo-1e99 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOuY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

-AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS 

JCARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION 

-ART -ENGINEERING 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATIONISETILEMENT 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 
,_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES ca. 187'i BUILDER/ARCHITECT Borden Mining Company 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

National Mines was one of four mines ope~ated by the Consolidation 
Coal Company in the George's Creek area. The consolidation coal company 
was established in 1864 and eventually became the largest bituminous coal 
company in the United States. 1 Because of its size, the Consolidation 
Coal Company owned a large amount of real estate in the George's Creek 
area including the Ziler Saltbox. 

The Ziler saltbox is typical of the type of home constructed by a 
coal company in the second half of the 19th century. These houses were 
usually one and a half stories high with a roofed porch across the front 
of the house. There were no cellars, but the houses were set on low stone 
foundations. The frame was constructed of timbers mortised & tenoned to­
gether with horizontal weather board on the outside. Inside, rooms were 
plastered and painted while the outside was white washed. Rent for such 
a building cost a miner approximately $4.00 per month Which amounted to a 
little over 12% of a miner's annual income.2 

1 Katherine A. Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, N.Y. ;1969) p. 9 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SE~,Aru\TE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

UiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY • 41 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

,,..,, ~ -., -- ' ...... 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 12 /7 /76 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN 
507 National Highway ~~~~~~~~~~~~~7~7~7_-=8~99"'-=-l~~~~~~~~ 

STATE 

LaVale, Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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