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According to the Coal Region Survey, the Pifer House, a one-and-a-half story, 

double house constructed circa 1870, is of interest as an excellent 

of a relatively small double house, a house type commonly constructed by 

frame, 

example 

Coal 

double 

half 

usual Ly 

Companies in the area for workers dwellings. The most common form for a 

house during the latter half of the nineteenth century was a one-and-a-

or two story building with a four bay facade. The two entrances were 

centered 

in the 

common 

located 

at either end of the front facade and a single shared chimney was 

between the two units. A number of other double houses were identified 

Coal Region Survey. Al though the Pifer House is representative of this 

type, it is not significant enough to merit individual listing and is not 

in any known district. 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Inventory form AL-Vl-B-039 
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AL-VI-B-039 

PIFER SALTBOX 
East side of Route 36, Midland, Md. 
ca. 1870 

The Pifer Saltbox is typical of a 

"block" or a two family dwelling constructed 

by the Consolidation Coal Company in the 

second half of the 19th century. The house 

is one and a half stories high with a roofed 

porch across the main facade. The building 

has no cellar but rests on a low stone founda-

tion. The frame was constructed of timbers 

mortised and tenoned together with horizontal 

weatherboard, which was originally whitewashed, 

on the exterior. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Pifer Saltbox 
AND/DR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

East side of Route 36 
CITY. TOWN 

Midland .JL VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

XBUILDINGISI 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC Xoccup1rn 
]{PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Beatrice Pifer 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 1, Box 386 
CITY. TOWN 

Frostburg .JL. VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland. 

·Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRIC

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PAilK 

_EDUCATIONAL X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORT" T'ON 

_OTHER 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Maryland 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

XFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

XuNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoR1GrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Pifer Saltbox is located on the east side of Route 36 
in Qcean, Allegany County. 

The Pifer house is a one and a half story, four bay wide, 
rectangular frame saltbox that is covered with weatherboarding. 
The structure rests on a low stone foundation. The roof is gabled 
with visable rafter ends and is covered with l:in. The roof line 
is interrupted by two gable roofed dormers with three over three 
lights. Windows in the structure are double hung, pegged, wooden 
sashes with six over six lights. Two entrances are located on the 
main facade and feature replaced doors and hardware. They are 
covered by a hip roofed, two sided, wrap around porch. A small, 
rectangular, board and batten addition is located on the south 
side of the house. The house has two corbeled brick chimneys, one 
located in the interior of the ma:in house and one at the outside 
end of the addition. 

The Pifer Saltbox is in fair condition and retains much of 
its original fabrick and appearance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

~1800-1899 
_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

--ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

--AGRICULTURE 

-XARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

-COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

-CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC OATES ca. 1870 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Consolidation Coal Company 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Ocean Mines was one of four major mines owned by Consolidation Coal 
Company. The Consolidation Coal Company was established in 1864 and even
tually became one of the largest bituminous coal company in the United 
States. 1 In 1871, the company owned 311 dwelling houses, and in 1873, it 
listed among its assets dwellings at the mines worth $115,045. 2 

The Pifer Saltbox is typical of a "Block" or a two family dwelling 
constructed by a coal company in the second half of the 19th century. These 
houses were usually one and a half stories high with a roofed porch across 
the front of the house. There were no cellars but the houses were set on 
low stone foundations. The frame was constructed of timbers mortised and 
tenoned together with horizon':al white washed weatherboard on the outside. 
Inside, rooms were plastered and painted. Rent for such a building cost a 
miner approximately $4.00 per month which amounted to a little over 12% 
of a miner's annual income. 

1 Katherine A. Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, N.Y., 1969) p.9 
2 ibid p. 78 
3 ibid p. 83 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .33 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCF!IPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

LaVale, 

DATE 

12/7/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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