
METHODIST CHURCH LOG HOUSE 

AL-VI-B-048 
Church Hill, Midland 
ca. 1850 

The Methodist Church Log House ori-

ginally consisted of a one and a half story, 

rectangular shaped log structure. The 

building is believed to have been built by 

the Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railroad 

Company circa 1850. The C & P company had 

completed this portion of their line from 

Frostburg to Lonaconing in 1857 and it to-

taled nine miles. The coal and railroad 

companies provided housing for their em-

ployees during their building era in Alle-

gany County, and a small cluster are still 

standing by the track on Church Hill in 

Midland, Maryland. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Methodist Church Log House was originally constructed as a 
rectangular, one and a half story log house upon a low stone foundation. 
The south-facing structure is located on Church Hill in Midland, directly 
next to the United Methodist Church. Several additions underlain by 
cement blocks now abut the structure, including a one story shed-roofed 
section in the rear and a semi-enclosed wrap around hipped ro.::>f porch on 
two sides. The entire structure is now covered by asbestos siding. Re
placed double hung wooden sash frames with three over one lights are 
featured throughout the structure. The main entrance, including a verti
cle paneled door with four lights, is now located on the front enclosed 
portion of the wrap around porch. A simple gabled roof and soffit cover 
the main block; replaced asphalt shingling now covers the roof. The 
house has one original corbeled brick chimney located on the outside end 
of the rear addition. 

The Methodist Church Log House has been greatly altered since 
its construction as a one and a half story log structure. It is curre~t
ly structurally sound and i~ in good condition. 
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The present Methodist Church Log house is believed to have been 
built circa 1850 as a Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railroad Company 
House. 1 During the building era of the coal and railroad companies, 
housing was provided for the employees. Most of the houses were basic 
rectangular structures, erected usually of the most readily available 
materials: logs, stone or clapboards. 

The C & p Railroad consisted of four main tracks each built in 
different years. The stretch of track which this site is located is 
the track from Fros.tburg to Lonaconing. The track laid from the 
Borden Yard (Frostburg) to Lonaconing was nines miles long and was 
completed in 1857.2 The houses served as residents for the railworkers 
d~ring the years of construction of the track only. The houses were 
sold soon afte~ track completion and many are now remodeled private 
residences. 

The railroad served the booming coal industry well and included 
an adequate passenger service. The Cumberland Sc Pennsylvania Railroad 
holds a deep seated place in the heritage of Allegany County and was 
operational until mid 1940's.3 

1 Interview with Mr. Raymond Schurg, November 30, 1976. 
2 Runt, J. William "Across the Desk", Cumberland News & Evening Times 

9/10/61 & 4/25/65 
3 Ibid 
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 
Hunt, J. William "Across the Desk", Cumberland News & Evening Times 
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Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
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La Vale 

DATE 

12/7 /76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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