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THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

AL-VI-B-049 
Church Hill, Midland 
1891 

The corner stone of the Grace Methodist 

church, Midland was laid on October 24, 1891. 

The first church in the Midland area was lo-

cated at Wright's Crossing and according to 

the records, was in operation as early as 

1823. The present building is a one and a 

half story, frame structure that is covered 

with novelty siding and rests on a low stone 

foundation. A tower with a belfry is located 

at one end of the building. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The United Methodist Church is located on Church Hill in Midland, 
Maryland. The one and a half story frame structure has a basic rec
tangular shape with gables meeting at a 90° angle on the west side. 
Novelty siding covers the walls, which rest on a low stone foundation 
now reinforced by cement blocks. A different array of windows are 
present in this structure. The front southwest corner features a 
large~ centrally located tracery window with stained glass panes; to 
each side lies a gothic sash window also with stained glass panes. 
Just east of the main entrance are four double hung gothic sash frames 
with eight over six lights. Lancet windows with stained glass panes 
are found along the north side of the structure. The main entrance 
includes six wide concrete stairs leading up to the six-paneled dou
ble door. A stained glass fan light and a gabled hood supported by 
black iron railings compl)!te the entrance-way. Directly above the 
entrance-way is the tall church tower, including from bottom to top, 
a louvered tower, an open belfry containing one large church bell, 
a spire and a white Cross. Two smaller entrances also covered by 
gabled hoods are found on the structure; one in the rear and one on 
the far east side of the facade. Replaced asphalt shingling covers 
the gabled roof, which features a soffit around the perimeter and a 
fancy verge board in the peak of the gable on the facade's west side. 

The United Methodist Church of Midland is structurally sound and 
is in good condition. It was originally completed on October 24, 
1891, but was remodeled in 1951. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



,..-11 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE , ~RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_ 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

-1600-1699 LRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING 

4.1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _I NOUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LAW _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES October 24, 1891 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The corner stone of the Grace Methodist Church of Midland was 
laid on October 24 1 1891. Funds to build the church were largely 
obtained from the sale of an earlier Methodist Church in Woodland. 
The pastor of the Church upon its completion was Reverend D. Haskell. 

The first church on the Midland chargerwas located at Wright's 
Crossing. According to records, that church.was in operation as 
early as 1823. The Bible used in that church was presented by Meshach 
Frost, the founder of Frostburg. That same Bible was placed on the 
pulpit of the present church upon its completion. 

The original block of the church was the western one and a half 
story, three bay structure. 1914 found the addition of a large Sun
day School room and the belfry. Two new Sunday School rooms were 
added in 1948. From 1951 to 1952, a complete new ~asement, rest 
ro:>ms, kitchen and new heating system were installed, thus completing 
the remodeling precess. The present structure stands as it did at 
that point, and is currently ministered by Reverend Catherine Bratton. 

"Grace Methodist Church", Anniversary 1891-1954, Louis L. Emerick, 
Minister of 1954. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland> Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET l~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY • 71 acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRleTION. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

LaVale. 

DATE 

12 /10/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
ST.tlTE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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