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The Midland Town Hall is located on the north side of Big Lane, east of Maryland 
Route 36 in Midland, Allegany County, Maryland. Built in 1905, it is a two-story frame 
structure three bays wide with a hipped roof. It is built into a bank on a coursed 
stone foundation that is almost a full story on the rear half of the building. The 
original German siding has been covered with asbestos shingles on the front, but remains 
exposed on the side and rear elevations. The walls were originally painted lead gray 
with matching trim. 

The building has been altered somewhat. When the hall was first built, there was 
a fire station on the ground floor with a large opening for the fire truck on the right 
of the southwest (front) facade and a doorway on the left. This space was converted to 
the Council Chambers in 1967. A modern awning window has replaced the fire truck entrance. 
The second floor of this facade retains three original 2/2 sash windows with original 
surrounds. 

The northwest elevation has three 2/2 sash windows on the second floor and two 
more at the rear of the first floor. Another awning window is located in the front 
half of this facade. 

The rear of the building has one 2/2 window on the first floor and one 2/2 window 
on the second floor. There is a small one-pane window and a small storage area in 
the stone foundation. 

The southeast elevation has three 2/2 windows on the second floor and two 2/2 
windows on the first floor. 

The interior of the first floor originally contained the fire station and two No. 9 
jail cells purchased in 1905. This area was remodeled in June 1967 and now serves as 
the Council Chambers. There are now two rooms on the first floor. The large front room 
has been completely remodeled and is used as the Council Chambers. A small room behind 
the chamber is used for storage and bathroom facilities, but retains original woodwork, 
including window frames, doors, and wainscoting; this is the room that was used as the 
jail. One of the original cells has been located, and will be installed in its original 
position,if possible. 

The first floor hall has original wainscoting and the original sta;Lr at the rear. 

The original Council Chambers were located on the second floor of the hall. The 
oak rail dividing the room is still intact. The desk, chairs, and benches purchased in 
1905 also remain. The Town of Midland has installed a new tile ceiling and painted the 
plaster walls and four-foot wainscoting in preparation for this floor's new use as a 
Heritage Room. All woodwork and hardware on the doors and windows is original. 
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local history 

The Midland Town Hall has served since 1905 as the center of town government in this 
small western Maryland conununity. For most of its life it has also served as a social 
gathering place for the townspeople. Built in 1905 under the direction of John E. 
Steiding, it will continue as Council Chambers with the added function of local museum. 
Midland's town hall is the only building constructed for and continuing in this use in 
this part of Maryland. 

Midland, first called Koontz after an early settler, has depended on mining as 
its chief industry for over 100 years. The first mine opened around 1850, and soon 
after this the railroad reached the town, adding to the increase in population and 
business. In 1902 the first mayoral election was held, and John E. Steiding won the 
post. The need for a civic center to house the fire station, jail, and government 
c-ter resulted in the construction of the Midland Town Hall three years later. 

The town hall was completed on December 7, 1905, thereafter serving as a gathering 
place for the community as various organizations rented the Council room for their 
functions and meetings. In addition, the Magistrate's office was located in the 
Council Chambers. 
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Midland Town Hall (Town Hall, Fire Station, Town Jail) 
19821 Big Lane, Midland 
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