
BOOTH HOUSE 

AL-VI-B-055 
Vale Summit 
ca. 1860 

The Booth House is an "L" shaped 

frame building with two shed roof addi-

tions on the north and west sides. As 

such it is a well preserved example of 

a 19th century miner's home, and like 

the other houses in Vale Summit, it is 

not a typical 'company house" in that 

the houses in Vale Summit were constructed 

by the miners themselves. Architectur-

ally, it is of special interest because 

of its houndstooth frieze and multiple 

gable-roofed additions. 
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JtNo 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
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Walter Booth 
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DATE 
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-------
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DEPOSITORY FOR 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

XFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

....XUNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoRtGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Booth Frame House is located in Vale Sunmiit, Allegany County. 

The Booth House is an "L" shaped frame building with two shed roof 
additions on the north and west sides. The house is covered with clap
board and rests on a low stone foundation with a plain water table. 
The roof is gabled with a boxed cornice and returns and a houndstooth 
frieze. It is covered with replaced asphalt shingles. Windows in 
the house are pegged double hung, wooden sash frames with a combina
tion of four over four and six over six lights. The main entrance 
is located on the south side of the building and features a verticle 
paneled door with original hardi:¥are. The entrance is covered by a 
single bay hipped roof end porch. A single original brick chimney 
is located at the inside gable end. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

1=RIOD 
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_J.GRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_J.RT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORA TION/SETILEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Booth House, located in Vale Summit, is a well preserved exam
ple of a 19th century miner's home. However, the house is atypical in 
that the majority of the homes in Vale Summit were not company houses. 
That is, they were not constructed by Consolidation Coal Company or 
another smaller mining company. Instead, the town was laid out in 1851 
and miners bought the lots and constructed their own homes.l The result 
was that the homes in Vale Summit vary somewhat from the type of com
pany housing utilized in other towns. Thus, the Booth House with its 
houndstooth frieze and multiple gable-roofed additions varies a great 
deal from the typical Consolidation Company saltbox. 

l HARVEY, Katherine A., The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, N. Y.: Cornell 
University Press, 1969) p. 79 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

Harvey, Katherine A., The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, N. Y.: 
Cornell University Press, 1969) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY Lots 13 & 14 - less than 1 acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beal~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

La Vale, 

DATE 

1/3/77 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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