
VALE SUMMIT METHODIST CHURCH 

AL-VI-B-056 
Route 55, Vale Summit 
1889 

The Vale Summit Methodist Church 

is a small, single story, rectangular 

frame building with a small louvered 

belfry. It was constructed in 1889 to 

serve the growing needs of the Vale 

Summit mining community. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
II r,p~ 

"\0"2..'l\ '2.,-, 

AL-VI-B-056 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Vale Summit Methodist Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 55 
CITY, rowN 

Vale Summit ..x._ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT ]{puBuc _OCCUPIED 

XBUILDING!Sl _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES· UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
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Route 1 
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llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Allegany County Courthouse 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

,XGooD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

....X..LTERED 

CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Vale SUlIDilit Methodist Church is located on the south side of 
Route 55 near its junction with the Loartown Road in Vale Summit, 
Allegany County. 

The Vale Summit Methodist Church is a single story, one bay wide 
rectangular block. The building is of frame construction and has 
been covered with weatherboard. It rests on a high, replaced block 
foundation with a plain water table. Two steeply gabled additions 
abut the main block on the north and south sides. The roof is gabled 
with a soffit and is covered with asphalt shingles. Four large stained 
glass windows with cornices are located on the east and west sides of 
the church. A single "Gothic" sash -.vindow with a Keystone is located 
above the main door. The main entrance is located on the north side 
of the building in the gable-roofed addition and features a replaced 
door with a broken pediment and a stained glass transom light. The 
roofline is topped by an original, corbeled brickJoutside end chimney 
and a small louvered belfry. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_.AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

LRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_.ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1889 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

XRELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIA UHU MANIT ARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Vale Summit Methodist Church was constructed in 1889.l The 
congregation had been organized under the direction of John Fatkin 
that same year. The construction of the church was undoubtedly under­
taken to meet the growing demands of the mining community of Vale 
Summit. In addition, Methodism was one of the most popular religions 
among the miners. "Methodism had spread rapidly among English miners 
during the 19th century and had brought them much in return including 
free education for their children, improved living and working condi­
tions and training in leadership." 2 

l "Heritage Press", Vol. 1, No. 10, August 1972, p. 4 
2 Harvey, Katherine A., The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, N. Y.: 

Cornell University Press, 1969) p. 116 
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

Harvey, Katherine A., The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, N. Y.: 
Cornell University Press, 1969) 

"Heritage Press", Vol. 1, No. 10 , August 1972 
CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

DiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 .19 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

La Vale 

DATE 

1 /3/77 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Marv land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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