
OLD DISTILLERY 

AL-VI-B-064 
Dan's Rock Road, Midland 
ca. 1880 

The Old Distillery basically con-

sisted of a one story, four bay wide salt-

box frame structure. The building was 

the site of a small scale distilling pro-

cess in the late 19th century and early 

20th century and is believed to have aper-

ated even through Prohibition. The dis-

tilling provided inexpensive spirits to 

the numerous bars and taverns in the Mid-

land area. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Old Distillery 
AND/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Dan's Rock Road 
CITY, TOWN 

Midland ....X.. VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLAss1FICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _]OCCUPIED 

XBUILDING(SI _){PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_XNo 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL _XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERll:MENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPOR'..\TtQf\; 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Charles L. Hausra t_h ___________ T_elephone # : 463_-_2_3_4_1 ___ _ 
STREET & NUMBER 

RFD 1, Box 485 
CITY. TOWN 

Frostburg _x_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland. 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE 1 

Maryland 

Liber #: 413 

Folio #: 396 

zip code 
21532 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

,!.FAlfl 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

.:..X..LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Old Jistillery is located on the south side of Dan's Rock 
Road near Midland, Allegany County approximately three fo•.irths of a mile 
east of the Paradise Street intersection. 

The structure ~asically consists of a one story, four bay wide, 
frame structure of the saltbox design. The building was originally 
covered with ~ere vertical clapboards but has since been covered with 
weatherboarding. The entire facade is supported by a low stone founda
tion with a plain water table. The ro-:if of the structure is gabled 
'Nith a rear shed 'Hing and is covered with replaced asphalt shingles. 
The eaves of the s tru-:: ture are very plain and exhibit a narrow soffi t 
only. Windows in the structure feature replaced do•.ible hung wooden sash 
frames with cornices and one over one and two over two lights. The en
trances to the stracture ara located on the front northern face ~nd 
eastern side. The entrance on the aastern side in:::ludes an enclosed 
porch with hipped ro'Jf and shed roof hood ovar the door. The main 
entrance features a replaced, eight light paneled door with side lights 
and cornice. The front entrance is also covered by a four bay end 
porch with shed roof, supported by columns with Roman Doric Capitals. 
Two corbeled brick chimneys, which appear to be replaced, are located 
·'Jne to the outside east end and the .;,ther to the 'Jutside rear side. 

The building is structurally soJnd but has be~n drastically 
altered when renovated into a residence. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Q SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

X1soo-1a99 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

--21AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

--ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

__ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

ROMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETILEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Old Distillery was the site of a small scale distilling process 
which operated in the late 19th century.I The distillery is believed to 
have operated under James E. Pratt when first erected in the mid lBBO's.2 
The operation continued production into the early 20th century and is be
lieved to have been run by the Albrights even through Prohibition.3 

These early distilleries sold rye whiskey for inexpensive amounts 
to the numerous taverns in the area. In Midland alone, there was an estimated 
twenty six saloons in the late 19th century. "Men who were too old to work 
or who were disabled opened up their homes as drinking spots, consequently, 
the employed patronized the unemployed. 114 

The old structure has been drastically altered and now serves as re
sidence. 

l Interview with Mr. Charles L. Hausrath, December 20, 1976 
2 Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 
3 ibid - Hansrath 
4 Allegany County - A History, Harry Stegmaier, Jr., Allegany County 

Commissioners, 1976 p. 250 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

Allegany County - A History, Harry Stegmaier, Jr. 

CONTINUE ON SE~l\RATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than 1 acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson & Joan Baldwin 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Surveyors 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

Lava le. 

DATE 

1/3/77 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301} 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



TITLE SEARCH 

Old Distillery 

Allegany County Deed; Liber 396, Folio 413 
grantee: Charles L. Hausrath 
grantor: Ettie Sires 
October 30, 1967 
Consideration: $3,000.00 

Allegany County Deed; Liber 117, Folio 653 
grantee: Mary Albright (Mother of Ettie Sires) 
grantor: Alexander Morton, et. ux. 
January 6, 1916 
Consideration: $1,000.00 

Allegany County Deed; Liber 75, Folio 254 
grantee: William M. Clise 
grantor: James E. Pratt 
March 26, 1894 
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