
SPIKER LOG HOUSE 

AL-VI-B-075 
Buskirk Hollow Road, Gilmore 
ca. 1885 

The Spiker Log House was constructed 

in the late 19th century and later partially 

covered with board and batten. The building 

is in severely deteriorated condition and is 

a good example of the kind of cheap, tempor-

ary housing utilized by the citizens of Alle-

gany County. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Spiker Log House 
AND/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Buskirk Hollow Road-North Side 
CITY. TOWN 

Gillmore .x_ VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC XoccuP1ED 

:>lBUILDING(S) x_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

XNo 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Charles Spiker 
STREET & NUMBER 

227 Welsh Hill 
CITY. TOWN 

Frostburg, _x_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland, 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 
Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL ~-PA;-iK 

_EDUCATIONAL KPRIVATE RESIOtNCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPOR"."A~•CN 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 689-8350 

STATE 1 

Maryland 

Liber #: 228 
Folio #: 37 

-------

zip code 
21532 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

XDETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

)i_UNALTERED 

___.ALTERED 

/1 ,' - , 

CHECK ONE 

K.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Spiker Log House is located on the north side ~f Buskirk Hol­
low Road in Gilmore, Allegany County. 

The Spiker House is a two story, three bay wide, rectangular log 
structure that has been covered in places with a variety of verticle 
boards. The hand hewn logs are laid with ''V" notching and the chink­
ing is a combination of cement and the original mud and pebbles. The 
building is supported by a low stone foundation with a plain water 
table. A single story shed-roofed addition is located on the north 
side of the building. Windows in the structure are double hung wooden 
sash frames with two over two lights. The main entrance is located on 
the building's southern facade and both the door and the hardware have 
been replaced. The entrance is covered by a crudely constructed three 
bay end porch with a sagging shed roof. A single, replaced brick chim­
ney is located in the interior of the building. 

Although the Spiker House is in deteriorated condition, it never­
theless retains s·:>1ne of its original fabric and appearance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-0 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

-2{1800-1 e99 

_1900-

.-lt.RCHEOLO<.iY-PREHISTORIC 

.-lt.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

.-lt.GRICULTURI; 

~RCHITECTURE 
.-It.RT 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

-ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY} 

The Lob Cabin remained a popular form of housing in Allegany 
County until the present century. They were inexpensive to build, 
easy to construct and extremely sturdy. In the late 19th century 
numerous log structures were built in Allegany County. Soon after 
construction, these buildings were generally covered with board and 
batten. Although it is in deteriorated condition, the Spiker House 
is a good example of such a structure. The house was constructed in 
the late 19th century and covered with board and~b~tten at a later 
date. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET !~ NECESSARY 

IJ!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY • 24 acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

John Nelson & Joan Baldwin 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

La Vale 

DATE 

1 /18/77 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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