
MICHAEL'S HOUSE 

AL-VI-B-079 
Near Route 36, Gilmore 
ca. 1859 

The Michael's House was constructed 

in the 1850's as a private home for the 

forman of the Koontz Mine which was located 

nearby. Architecturally, the house is an 

almost perfect example of the carpenter gothic 

cottage style. Of special interest is the 

ornate barge board located on the southeast 

facade. 
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The Michael's House is an almost classic example of the English 
movement of the Gothic Revival Style during the Victorian era.l The house 
is a carpenters gothic version of the cottage style and a color litho­
graph can be found in John Riddell's Architectural Disigns for Model 
Country Residences (1864)? The house is believed to have been built 
circa 1857 as a private home for a forman of the mines in nearby Koontz.3 
The house is a very fashionable structure considering its location and 
cultural setting in the coal producing area of George's Creek. This par­
ticular house is in sharp contrast to basic shelters of private and com­
pany houses that are generally associated with the mining communities. 

l John Maass, The Victorian Home in America, (Hawthorne Books, Inc., 1972) 
"The Gothic Mood" 

2 Ibid pp. 44 
3 Interview, Percy Michaels, Owner, February 7, 1977 
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