
ROCKVILLE SCHOOL BUILDING 

AL-VI-B-081 
Rockville Street, Lonaconing 
ca. 1880 

The Rockville School Building is 

believed to have been built circa 1880 

as a result of a 1869 state law that 

provided for the decentralization of 

education. The old school basically 

consists of a one story, five bay wide, 

rectangular shaped frame structure that 

has been remodeled. By 1881, every com-

munity in the county had at least one 

school; these schools were limited to 

the first four grades. This particular 

school was a one room house that pro-

vided basic education to the community. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Rockville School Building is located along the east side of 
Rockville Street in Lonaconing, Allegany County and is one block east of 
Route 36. 

The old school basically consists of a one story, five bay wide 
rectangular shaped frame structure. A rear entrance wing with shed roof 
abuts the main block on the eastern side. The frame structure is covered 
by asbestos shingles and the entire facade is supported by a low stone 
foundation with plain water table. The roof of the building is hipped 
and covered with replaced asphalt shingles. The eaves include a wide 
soffit and plain trim. One cross-gable dormer is found on the front west 
side, and serves as an entrance-way. Windows in the structure are all 
replaced and are various forms of picture and sliding windows. The en­
trance to the old school is located on the front western side and exhi­
bits a completely replaced entrance-way. The entrance is covered with 
a gabled roof hood which is supported by square columns with a brick 
base. One replaced metal chimney is located on the inside end of the east side. 

The building is structurally sound; however, it has been drasti­
cally altered when renovated into a private residence. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Rockville School Building is believed to have been built circa 
1880 as a result of a 1869 state law that provided for the decentraliza­
tion of education.I "Insufficient financial support hurt the system 
throughout its early years, 11 2 and many of the schools were makeshift log 
cabins. However, with the help of fund raising efforts of students and 
citizens, and land donations by some mining companies, new buildings grad­
ually went up. By 1881, every community had at least one school.3 These 
initial buildings were usually restricted to use for the lower school 
levels and were limited chiefly to the first four grades.4 The Rockville 
School was a one room school-house, and provided the local community with 
the basic education of reading, writing and arithmetic.5 

The old school house has been drastically remodeled to serve as a 
private residence; however, it remains a cultural reminder of educational 
means once found in Allegany County. 

1 Stegmaier, Jr., Harry; Allegany County - A History (Parsons, West VA. 
McClain Printing Company, 1976) p. 263 

2 Ibid 
3 Ibid 

:4 Ibid, p. 265 
5 Interview with Leonard Wilson, February 8, 1977 
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

Stegmaier, Jr., Harry; Allegany County - A History (Parsons, West, Va.: 
McClain Printing Company, 1976) 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 
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IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson & Joan Baldwin 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

LaVale, 

DATE 

2/24/77 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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:n11:!:1·cmY r.;o . AL-VI-8-081 452/ 308 

DATE: February 8, 1977 

PE: :cn:::1 :rnG : Dractic, moderate , minor 

t:,.J:F OF l IKPEHTY : Rockville School Building 

LC<.;, ':'Ilrl OF PROP.c.;f~'l'Y : 18 Rockville Street , Lonaconing, Maryland 21539 

N!!-lE: OF C'tiH.ER: Leonard Wilson 463-2038 

18 Rockville Street 

Lonaconing, Maryland 21539 
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Dwelling Bhape : ( square , cross , rec tangul ar ) 

'rJAlL C\HSTF.UC'I'ION : 

(X) 
( ) 

FJfrl1!:!: : 
BRICK: 
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,.. Uc.e - Pri vate Home 
:·i[.nific<.nce - Old Lonaconing School 
Dcite Ccn:>tructed - 1880 
Condition - Fair - ~oo ol 





AL-Vl-8-081 
Rockville School Building 
16002 Rockville Street (Formerly 18 Rockville Street), Lonaconing 
Lonaconing quad 1950, Photorevised 1981 

Allegany County Tax Map 11, Parcel 65 
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