
ROCKVILLE ROW 

AL-VI-8-082 
Rockville Row & Sioux Place, Lonaconing 
ca. 1850 

Rockville Row is a row of five dou-

ble block mining company houses that are 

believed to have been built in the mid 

19th century. The houses are of saltbox 

design and are typical of the type of 

dwelling a miner and his family would have 

inhabited. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Rockville Row is located on the east side of Rockville Street 
in Lonaconing, Allegany County at the intersection of Sioux Place. 

The Rockville Row is actually a row of frame, saltbox mine company 
houses. The houses basically consists of one and a half story six bay 
wide, frame structures of the saltbox design. The rear shed wings of 
the saltbox houses include a one story, shed roof entrance wing on the 
east side. The houses are all frame structures supported by a low stone 
foundation with plain water tables. The roofs of the facades are all 
gabled, and include shed roof wings, and all are covered with replaced 
asphalt materials. Windows in the structures include pegged double hung 
wooden sash frames with two over two and six over six lights with plain 
trim. Main entrances to the structures are located on the front western 
side and are all replaced. The entrances are double on each individual 
house; giving evidence to the fact that they were double housing units. 
The entrances are covered with four bay end porches with hipped roofs. 
The roofs are supported by square columns with balustrade and steps 
leading to the entrance level. Three corbeled brick chimneys are found 
on each of the facades. One main chimney is found centrally to the main 
block, while two chimneys are found to the interior of the rear shed wing. 

The houses are all structurally sound, and are actually a row of 
five identically constructed mining company houses. The houses have 
been somewhat altered since original construction, yet they maintain 
most of the original features. 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.-PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW 

-1500-1599 --AGRICULTURI; -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 1-ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 _ART -ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

.X1eo0-1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

-1900- -COMMUNICATIONS ~INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Rockville Row is a row of five double block Mining Company 
houses that are believed to have been built in the mid 19th century. 
The houses are of the saltbox design and are typical of the type of 
dwelling a miner and his family would have inhabited. In these still 
growing communities, through the Civil War period, coal companies sup
plied the bulk of housing for employees.I 

The actual specifications for this type of housing are contained 
in a letter addressed to the superintendent of the George's Creek Coal 
and Iron Company and dated July 15, 1845. "These called for a one and 
a half story house, with a roofed porch across the front. There we~e 
no cellars, but were to be set on stone foundations. The frame was to 
consist of "good substantial timbers well put together with mortices 
and tennons, to be weatherboarded outside with 3/4 to l inch thick boards 
nailed horizontally."l The inside was to be plastered and painted; the 
outside was to be whitewashed. These were double houses, each unit con
sisting of three rooms on the first floor and one on the second, with a 
brick chimney running up through the middle. 11 2 Cost of building such 
houses were about $400.00. 

These houses are structually sound and they remain an architec
tural reminder of a way of life once found in the Maryland Coal Region. 

l Harvey, Katherine A; The Best Dressed Miners (Ithaca, New York; 
Cornell University Press, 1969) p. 78 - 82 

2 Ibid, p.82 
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

Harvey, Katherine A.; The Best Dressed Miners (Ithaca, New York: 
Cornell University Press, 1969) 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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AL-Vl-B-082 
Rockville Row 
Rockville Street and Sioux Place, Lonaconing 
1990s USGS 15' infrared orthophoto quarter quad 
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AL-Vl-8-082 
Rockville Row 
Rockville Street and Sioux Place, Lonaconing 
Lonaconing quad 1950, Photorevised 1981 
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