
MELLOS LOG CABIN 

AL-VI-8-086 
84 E. Main Street, Lonaconing 
ca. 1840 

The original portion of the Mellos 

House is a two room, log cabin that was 

probably constructed during the first half 

of the 19th century to serve as housing 

for an employee of the George's Creek Coal 

and Iron Company. The house was remodeled 

extensively during the late 19th century 

and it is now a two story frame building 

with a wrap-around porch. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Mellos Log Cabin is located at 84 East Main Street in Lona­
coning, Allegany County, on the east side of the road near the St. 
Peter's Place intersection. 

The Mellos' House was constructed in two parts; the southern 
portion being a log structure while the northern wing is frame. The 
entire facade basically consists of a two story, three bay wide, "L" 
shaped structure. A one story, shed roof wing abuts the main block 
on the rear eastern side. The entire structure, both the log and 
frame portion, is covered with weatherboarding and is supported by a 
low stone foundation with a plain water table. The roof of the struc­
ture is gabled and is covered with replaced asphalt shingles. The 
eaves of the structure include a soffit and frieze, and return ends 
in the gables. Windows are all double hung wooden sash frames with 
one over one lights and wooden cornices. The main entrance is located 
on the front western side and exhibits a replaced paneled door and 
storm door with a pediment. The main entrance is covered by a wrap­
around porch, with hipped roof supported by circular columns with 
Roman Doric Capitals. Three original corbeled brick chimneys are 
found within the facade. One is located on the inside southern end, 
one on the outside east end and one to the interior of the main block. 

The house is structurally very sound; however, it has been 
drastically altered from its original appearance. 
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The Mell~s Log Cabin is a good example of an early house that 
was built by the coal companies to serve as a residence for miners. 
The log portion of the house is believed to have been built in the 
late 1830's to supplement housing. 

"In these growing communities, at least until the Civil War 
period, the Coal Companies supplied the bulk of housing for mine em­
ployees". l The log houses were the logical means of shelter for early 
housing shortages in the mining communities because of the abundance 
of trees for logs. "The George's Creek Coal and Iron Company provided 
these small log shelters for its men in the late 1830's, at a cost of 
$40 to $50 per cabin without chimneys, which were supplied for an 
extra $18.00 11 .2 

The house, although totally renovated, remains an architectural 
reminder of a way of life once found in the Maryland Coal Regions. 

l Harvey, Katherine A., The Best Dressed Miners; Cornell University 
Press, 1969, p. 77 

2 Ibid 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

Harvey, Katherine A., The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, New York: 
Cornell University Press, 1969) 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



TITLE SEARCH 

Mellos Log Cabin 

Allegany County Deed; Liber 152, Folio 255 
grantee: J. O. Mellos 
grantee: Elkins Read & Lida M. Read 
January 20, 1926 
Consideration: $5,000.00 

Allegany County Deed; Liber 140, Folio 477 
grantee: Elkins Read 
grantor: Richard T. Spears 
May 18, 1922 
Consideration: $4,000.00 

Allegany County Deed; Liber 104, Folio 722 
grantee: Richard T. Spears 
grantor: John Ferguson Sommerville 
July 31, 1909 
Consideration: $2,000.00 

Allegany County Deed; Liber 101, Folio 679 
grantee: John Ferguson Sommerville 
grantor: George's Creek Iron & Coal Company 
August 22, 1907 
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AL-Vl-8-086 
Mellos Log Cabin 
84 E. Main Street, Lonaconing 
Lonaconing quad 1950, Photorevised 1981 

Allegany County Tax Map 11, Parcel 29 
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