
KLOTS THROWING COMPANY 

AL-VI-B-087 
East Railroad Street, Lonaconing 
1906 

Klots Throwing Company is a massive 

three story, seventeen bay wide, brick fac-

tory building. It was one of two silk 

throwing mills in Allegany County that aper-

ated during the first quarter of the 20th 

century. The factory building was origin-

ally constructed in 1906 and was nine bays 

wide and was enlarged once in 1918 and again 

in 1946. The factory processed raw silk into 

the thread needed to produce fabric in a pro-

cess that included washing, dying and "throw-

ing" the silk onto bobbins in preparation 

for shipping. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Klots Throwing Company 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

East Railroad Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Lonaconing t VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

XBulLDING!SI _xPRIVATE X-uNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X-YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sjyth 
COUNTY 

Allegapy 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _.PA;-iK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIG!OUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_)(INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORT.\ Ti Ci'., 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

~~~~~~_G_e_n_t_e_x~C_o_rporat!__~~~~~~~~~~-~~-T._e_l~e~p_h_o_r_1_e~#_=~~ 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Carbondale, _ v1c1N1TY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland. 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE, Zlp code 
Peppsylyapja 18407 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL --STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

,)(){FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_,XuNALTEREO 

-ALTERED 

/I' 

CHECK ONE 

.X.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVEO DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Klots Throwing Company is located on East Railroad Street, 
Lonaconing, Allegany County. 

Klots Throwing Company is a massive three story, seventeen 
bay wide brick structure. A smaller two story cinder block addition 
abuts the main block on the western side. The entire structure 
rests on a high stone foundation. The roof of the building is flat 
and has stepped parapets on its southwest and northeast ends. Win­
dows in the structure are double hung wooden sash frames with six 
over six lights. Each window is topped by a smaller six light win­
dow. On the main facade windows have cement lintels and are separated 
one from another by brick pilastrrs. The small block additio~ in 
addition to having brick pilaster~z;'Jalso has brick quions. The main 
entrance is located in the block addition and features a vertically 
paneled door with a hood and brackets. A brick chimney and a smoke 
stack are located on the southwest side of the building. 

The building is in fair condition; however, it is no longer 
in use and is therefore deteriorating rapidly. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 
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_AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS Jl'.INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES 1906 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Klots Throwing Company 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Toward the end of the 19th century, the economic future of Alle­
gany County looked rather gloomy. The coal, on which the area's eco­
nomy had depended for so long was fast being depleted. New industry 
was necessary to turn the county's economy around. The Klots Throwing 
Company helped to provide this much need'/industrial di versification. 

The company operated two silk throwing mills, one on Gay Street 
in Cumberland and one in Lonaconing.l The Lonaconing plant employed 
approximately 300 people (mostly women whose husbands worked in the 
mines) and processed raw silk into the thread needed to produce fabric. 
Work was carried on all three floors of the factory where the silk was 
washed, dyed and "thrown" onto bobbins in preperation for shipping.2 

The factory building itself was originally constructed in 1906 
and was nine bays wide. It was enlarged once in 1918 and again in 1946.3 
Unfortunately despite its expansion the company did not prosper and on 
June 25, 1935 Walter Henwood, the company trustee, filed for bankruptcy. 
The company and its factory were absorbed by a larger corporation4 Gen­
eral Textile Mills, which is now known as the Gentex Corporation. 

General Textile Mills continued to process silk in the Lonaconing 
Mill until approximately 1946 when it closed its operation. However, 
the plant remains virtually untouched. The majority of machinery in­
cluding bobbins, winders, clocks, elevators, etc. all remain looking 
much like they did when they were first installed in the early 19th cen­
tury. Although the structure is still owned by Gentex Corporation, ef­
forts are being made to "recycle" the building by attracting another 
company to the area in the hopes that they might be able to utilize it. 

l Harry Stegmaier, Jr., Allegany County-A History, (Parsons, West Va.: 
McClain Printing Company, 1976) p. 314 

2 Interview with present caretaker, Mr. Harold Duckworth, February 9, 1977 
3 Ibid 
4 Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

Harry Stegmaier, Jr., Allegany County - A History, (Parsons, West Va.: 
McClain Printing Company: 1976) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson & Joan Baldwin 
ORGANIZATION OATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites StJrvey 2/24/77 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-899] 
CITY OR TOWN ST4TE 

La Vale. Mary 1 aod 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



TITLE SEARCH 

Klots Throwing Company 

Allegany County Deed; Liber 172, Folio 716 
grantee: General Textile Mills 
grantor: E. Gerlit Company 
June 28, 1935 
Consideration: $30,000.00 

General Textile Mills is now known as Gentex Corporation. Its corporate 
headquarters are located in Carbondale, Pa. 

Allegany 
grantee: 
grantor: 
June 25, 

County Deed; Liber 172, Folio 710 
E. Gerli & Company, Inc. 
Walter Henwood, Trustee for Bankruptcy 

1935 

Allegany County Deed; Liber 172, Folio 703 
grantee: Walter Henwood, Trustee 
grantor: Klots Throwing Company 
September 24, 1934 

Entire company declares bankruptcy 

Allegany 
grantee: 
grantor: 
April 30, 

County Deed; Liber 99, Folio 622 
Klots Throwing Company 
George's Creek Coal & Iron Company 
1906 

of Klots Throwing Company 



DATB: f ebruary 9 . 1977 

HE:Ci .. Ei JJ:G: D1·<.1::;tic , moder;•te , minor 

Klots Throwin~ Company 

1 cc;,.r:rc;·: (.f' Pl:C!!'hli'l'Y : East Railroad street I Lonaconing I Mary land 21539 

DilfaC'.:.'lCi; D.,ET LJNG Flc:t::;: Northwest 

Gentex Corporation 

Carbondale, Pennsylvania 18407 

t.;TO~n:s: 1( ) 2( ) 30<) 4( ) 5( ~ 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) ?( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) 7( )9( X) 

1.1n:c~; , f.DlllTIO!lS : Cement block addition 

Irreoular 
Dwelling ~hape : (square, cross , recta11guJ.Hr) 

',.!ML Ct W~TF.UC'l'ION : 

( ) FH J ' : 
(X) 13,~ICh : 
( ) f>'l'(,! :::-~: 
( ) I OG 

Ucvel , clapboard , \.eathcrbo<>r<l , t·:ocd shinr.lcs , board F.· batten (t:1.r>e~·) 
Bond type- coomon, i:."li,;lish, Fler.ii.:;h . Sl:ctch v:; rionts. 5/1 
Bond ty-n.c- rubble, "shlar (r<'ndcm or regul:-::r), <1uoins-plair', rustic· ted 

( ) Ot!11·r: Coverinr;s 

'./ALL Fl:J.'l'U;~...s: BE1.T COUHSE, PII:~S'F! .. I:~ , CTJILR.5 Brick guions on smaller addition 
FCU?!Dt.TIC:~.~: HJGH , IO' .. \ m.1m:, .iT0i;J:. 
':l.t..n.!~ ? •. Hn. : rvrn, ! lf,Hl , B!}/JJ .I.:D , l:C.ULDED M<lCK 

HI!!VCi·/;~, TRiri , ~HUT'l'l~.S : 1/10<» 2/2( ) 6/6( >O 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( ) 

EIITR:.t-:c;.;, IXOHC : 

. ,.. 
, ' 

pezeed ( ) nailed( ) wiJc ( ) narrow ( ) mitred ( ) pediment ( ) 

LOC/·,TICN: 
H"IW':IARE: oricinal( ) reyiJ:-,ced( ) 
FJ\l'·l llGHT , 'l'R·'N· C!J. , t;.IDE L TC!{'l':-;, PJ i1I?I 
I aneled , Verticle , Horizontal Uoiu·ds 

"J f·!.i: ( "t·o; .. n, f r-.c i ~. 1 , .f fit 1 ~NJ"'. 
o.rir;in.:!1 ( ) re~:lt1c ed ( J R<..;Ler N 1d.:> , i od.ill.ic.o.; , .ve1:tilu , E'ri1.:ze , 

Stepped parapet /,rchit.1·<we 
RCCF: Ct.f,]f; Fl,'CNT , Ol BJ,f.; I'Jl1l!i< , I'D- , :::nb'D , I :.1;:~i\ln, r. n h .... J , 1''L:1.T , JCJ;;,.::J?S •; 

n:T.i::nJ1il. : \·JOod shinrJ cs , slate , tin, t1sph<!lt original( ) replt.lced(_....)--
• 

l·oaCHES: f.HAI;E OF RCOI-"' - shed( ) hip( ) ~nble( ) 

Ci-!rni:H:~ : tll !iE}.R • mnc~ ( ) ST\.N.r:..( ) Cl.."' ~;J( ) orig:in;l( ..... , repbced ( ) 
JC.Ci 'l'TC :~ : Flush end( ) lnf:ic~c end( ) (1ulr.ide end( ) Centrf'll( ) Interi01· ( ) 

!..OCHF!.i: Door ~nd t,.;indow : 
t 

l(eystcne , Flct , ; e,:ment·l , .:emicircular 

cc:EEJ:, •J: 

U.:.e - Vacant 
~iGnific:nce - Architecture/Industry 
Date Conntructc<l - 1906 
Condition - Poor 
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Lonaconing Silk Mill (Klots Throwing Company, General Textile Mills, Gentex Corporation) 
74 E. Railroad Street, Lonacon ing 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
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AL-Vl-B-087 
Lonaconing Silk Mill (Klots Throwing Company, General Textile Mills, Gentex Corporation) 
74 E. Railroad Street, Lonaconing 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
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AL-Vl-B-087 
Lonaconing Silk Mill (Klots Throwing Company, General Textile Mills, Gentex Corporation) 
7 4 E. Railroad Street, Lonaconing 
Lonaconing quad 1950, Photorevised 1981 

Allegany County Tax Map 21, Parcel 2 
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