
ST. MARY OF THE ANNUNCIATION CHURCH 

AL-VI-8-091 
St. Mary's Terrace, Lonaconing 
1865 

St. Mary's Church was constructed 

in 1865 and was the first Catholic Church 

in Lonaconing. The church was built of 

coarsed sandstone and constructed on the 

cruciform plan. It has a small louvered 

belfry located above the west end of the 

nave. The stained glass windows are 20th 

century additions. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St. Mary of the Annunciation Church is located on St. Mary's 
Terrace in Lonaconing, Allegany County. 

St. Mary's Church is a one story high, three bay wide build­
ing constructed using the cruciform plan. The original structure was 
constructed of sandstone laid in the random ashlar pattern. The only 
portion of the church that is not constructed of stone is the chancel. 
It was added later and is constructed of brick laid in American Common 
Bond. The church rests on a low stone foundation with a plain water 
table. The roof is gabled with a wide soffit and is covered with re­
placed asphalt shingles. A louvered belfry with a small spire is lo­
cated at the west end of the nave. Windows in the church are stained 
glass lancet lights with pointed arches. The main entrance is located 
on the west facade and features a replaced vertically paneled door. 
Located above the main entrance is a pointed arch. Originally the area 
between the door and the arch may have been a stained glass transom 
but it is now paneled in wood with a lancet tracery. A single replaced 
brick chimney is located on the northern side at the apex of the nave 
and the transept. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Town of Lonaconing has long been a Catholic Community. 
Catholic missionaries from the Redemptorist Fathers in Cumberland had 
begun to visit the area as early as 1840. At first the number of Ca­
tholics was so small that mass was celebrated in the Brummage Stone 
House (Historic Sites Inventory Form AL-VI-B-042). In the early years 
the congregation was almost exclusively German and services and instruc­
tion were given in the German language. By the l860's, several Irish 
families had joined the congregation as well and it was decided that the 
congregation was sufficiently large to begin building a church. In the 
summer of 1865, the stone was cut and hauled and work on the walls began. 
The church opened its doors for the first time on Christmas EVE in 1865. 
The church was still unfinished and quilts and blankets were hung around 
the building to keep out the cold. 

From 1865 to the present time, the church of St. Mary of the 
Annunciation (originally known as St. Raphael's) has grown and prospered. 
For 22 years, from 1885 until 1907, the parish operated the only paro-
chial school in Lonaconing (See Historic Sites Inventory Form AL-VI-8-090). 
In 1965 the church celebrated its centennial anniversary and certain re­
novations including modern stained glass windows, new pews and a new organ 
were installed.l However, the building is in excellent condition and retains 
much of its original fabric and appearance. 

l "Commemoration of the Completion of One Hundred Years". St. Mary of the 
Annunciation (Cumberland, Maryland: The Commercial Printing Press, 1965) 
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

"Commemoration of the Completion of One Hundred Years". St. Mary of 
the Annunciation (Cumberland, Maryland: Commercial Printing Press, 1965) 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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AL-Vl-8-091 
St. Mary's of the Anunciation Church 
16102 Saint Marys Church Terrace, Lonaconing 
Lonaconing quad 1950, Photorevised 1981 
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