
QUEEN ANNE STYLE BURNS HOUSE 

AL-VI-B-092 
Water Street, Lonaconing 
ca. 1890 

The Burns House is one of the only 

private homes in Lonaconing that is con-

structed in the Queen Anne Style. The 

building has an extremely plastic quality 

created by the irregular ground plan, bay 

windows, porches and tower. It is a frame 

building that was originally covered with 

novelty siding but is now being covered 

with red insul brick. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Burns Queen Anne Style House is located on Water Street in 
Lonaconing, Allegany County. 

The Burns Queen Anne Style House is a two and a half story, four 
bay wide frame structure that was originally covered with novelty siding 
and has since been partially covered with insul brick. The building is 
cross shaped with two small shed-roofed additions on the north and west 
sides. The entire structure rests on a low stone foundation. The roof 
is gabled with a wide soffit and is covered with the original slate shin­
gles. On the south side of the building, at the apex of the cross, is a 
tower which rises three stories to interrupt the roofline. Intricately 
carved barge boards and brackets are located at the gable ends of the 
house. The majority of windows in the structure are double hung, wooden 
sash frames with one over one lights and plain trim. However, the ori­
ginal windows have been replaced in several cases by more modern windows 
which are much smaller than the originals. The main entrance is located 
on the south facade and features a horizontally paneled door with original 
hardware. The entrance is covered by a shed roofed porch supported by 
chamfered columns. A second entrance, also located on the south facade, 
has been replaced with a new door. It opens into an enclosed porch that 
extends to the second story where it has been left open thus exposing 
some intricate lattice work near the roof line. Located on both the 
south and west sides are two bay windows each of which is topped by a 
bracketed hood. The Burns House has three, original, corbeled brick chim­
neys, all located in the interior of the building. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Burns House is a good example of the Queen Anne Style of 
architecture. John Maass has written about the American Queen Anne 
House that: "It rejected the traditional concept of unity in design, 
deliberately contrasting shapes, textures and colors -- solid and 
void, in and out, square and round, light and dark, rough and smooth. 
The Ground plan is irregular, each facade has a different elevation, 
and the roof, with its intersecting ridges and turrets, is a problem 
in solid geometry."l All of the above is certainly true of the Burn's 
House. The building has an extremely plastic quality created by the 
irregular ground plan, bay windows, porches and the tower. It is of 
special significance in that there are very few private houses in the 
Lonaconing area which were constructed in this rather elaborate Queen 
Anne Style. It was used extensively for public and commercial build­
ings after the fire of 1881 but seemingly rarely used for private dwel­
lings. 

l John Maass, Victorian Home in America 
Books, 1972) p. 140 
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(New York, New York: Hawthorne 



Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

John Maass, Victorian Home in America (New York, New York: Hawthorne 
Books, 1972) 
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IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGEOFNOMINATEDPROPERTY 137.50' X 216.10' 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson & Joan Baldwin 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 2/24/77 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-8991 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

LaVale. Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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AL-Vl-8-092 
Burns House (Queen Anne Style House) 
1 E. Florida Way, Lonaconing 
Lonaconing quad 1950, Photorevised 1981 

Allegany County Tax Map 11, Parcel 91 

JKC 07/01/2015 
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