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CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

AL-V I-B-096 
Park Street & Main Street, Lonaconing 
ca. 1890 

The Central High School is a large 

brick building constructed of brick which 

displays the eclectic style popular in 

the late 19th century. The building was 

constructed during the 1890's in an ef-

fort by County Government to upgrade the 

public educational system. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
AL-VI-B-096 

0\0~~'2.4 G.C)'t. 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

(Central) Lonaconing High School 
AND/OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Park Street & Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Lonaconing *VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

X-BUILDING(S) XPRIVATE J(UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _,X. YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Allegany County Commissioners 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Office Building, Prospect Square 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland L VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
. COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 
A 11 egany Crn 1oty Crn 1rtha11se 

CITY. TOWN 
30 Washington Street 

C11mberlapd 

l!I REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Allegan)! 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MlJSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA2K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDE:N'.;E 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPQ'l r .l.TIO'I 

_MILITARY -X_OTHER 

Telephone #: 724_571 a 

STATE I zip code 
Maryl and z l sm 

Liber #: 483 
Folio #: 769 

STATE 

MawJ and 

_FEDERAL --5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

...XFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

-.X:ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Central or Lonaconing High School is located on the west 
side of Main Street in Lonaconing, Allegany County at the intersec
tion with Park Street. 

The old school basically consists of a two story, six bay wide, 
rectangular shaped main block. The main block is flanked by two story 
wings on the north and south side and they are of identical construc
tion. The entire facade is laid in American Common Bond brick construc
tion and the walls feature pilastered supports. The entire facade is 
supported by a low stone foundation with a plain water table. The 
roof of the structure is hipped in three sections; those being the main 
block and each of the wings and is covered with the original tin mater
ials. The main block roof includes a cross gable dormer on both the 
east and west side, while the wings each include small cross gable dor
mers and peaked parapets on both the east and west side. The eaves of 
the structure exhibit a wide soffit and return ends on the cross-gables, 
and the main block includes scrolled brackets with brick architrave. 
Ventilators are found in the cross-gables and peaked parapets. Windows 
in the structure include double hung wooden sash frames with six over 
one and four over one lights and plain trim. The main entrance to the 
structure is located on the front eastern side and features replaced, 
paneled, double doors with transom and transom lights. A flight of 
cement steps leads to the entrance level. Six original corbeled brick 
chimneys are found within the facade, two on the interior of the main 
block and the remaining are found on the flush ends and outside ends 
of the wing additions. 

The building is structurally sound; however, it has been con
demned for use as a school building. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1599 XARCHITECTURE .XEDUCATION _MILITARY _soc1AuHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART -ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~ 800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHI LO SOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1890's BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Central or Lonaconing High School was built in the 1890's, 
resulting from a wave of upgrading of free school's curriculumns. At 
this time instututions began to give preference to teachers with pro
fessional training. The establishment of a state-supported teacher 
training school in Frostburg came in to being in 1889, and this school 
upgraded educational progress in the area.l "Frostburg, Lonaconing, 
and Westernport also opened high schools during the 1890's decade even 
though their curriculums and staffs may not always have merited the 
advanced title. ,,2 The illiteracy rate reduced by half by 1900 and 
there was a slightly lower percentage of illiterate voters in Allegany 
County then in Baltimore City.3 

The building is structurally sound and remains an architectural 
reminder of the progress made in education in Allegany County. 

l Stegmaier, Harry; Allegany County - A History (Allegany County Commissioners, 
1976) p. 265 

2 Ibid 
3 Ibid 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

Stegmaier, Jr., Harry; Allegany County - A History (Allegany County 
Commissioners, 1976) 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 238' X 150 1 

X 180 1 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME 1 TITLE 

John Nelson & Joan Baldwin 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

STREET & NUMBER 
Allegany County Historic Sites S1irvey 2124177 

TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-8991 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

LaVale, Marylapd 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301} 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



H~V: .. N'l'GRY rm. AL-VI-B-096 483/769 

DATE: february B, 1977 238' x 150' x 180' 

n:c;:CDEiI TIG: Drastic , moder<lte , minor 
(Central) 

r:JJ.:F: CF 1 HG1-'F.HTY: Lonaconing School, High School 

LOt:11'1'TON OF PHOPERTY : Park Street & Main Street, Lonaconing, Maryland 

Allegany County Commissioners 724-5710 

Prospect Square 

Cumberland, Maryland 21502 

[;TORlES : 1( ) 2( X) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS : 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6(v5 7( ) ( ) 

t ING£; , /\DDlTIONS : Two 

Dwelling Shape : (sqnore , cross, rectangular) 

'.J/1IL C1. liST?.UCTION : 

( ) 
( X) 

FHJ.l!E:: 
BiUCK : 

Bevel , claphoard , weathcrbor1rd , \vood shincles , board & batten (type':') 
Bond type- common , ciiglioh , Fle~ish . Bkctch variants. 

( ) STONE: Bond type- rubble, eshlar (rondom or regular) , quoins-plain, rus tica ted 
( ) JOG 
( ) Other : 

1 
.. 

1 t..LL F .l:J. '11URES : 
F0mm:1TJU·!S : 
~·JATBH TrJ31.E : 

Coverincs 

BELT CCU H!.:E, PII f<S'l'l:..f.L , C'l1HE.HS 
HJ GH , IOh' , BRICK , STC·NE 
NCNE , ~' BI;VELED, J•j(,ULDED BRICK 

\·IJJIDO\.JG , TRni , SHUT'l'ER0 : 1/1( ) 2/2 ( ) 6/ 6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( X) 6/1 + 4 /I 
per;ged ( ) nailed( ) \'lide ( ) na rrow ( ) mitred ( ) p ediment ( ) 

LOCi'.TICN : East 
UJ'JW':! ARE: _o_r_i_g _i-na-1-..-( -....-) _r_c_p_J-.n-c_e_d__,(...,X,...)------------

ENTIVJ~t;F: , ocon.s : 

F' Al'I LICHT , 1'R:\N.SC!-: , SIDE LIGH'l'S , PIJ, I N 
Paneled , Vcrticle, Horizontal Doards 

CCRt!IvE , B!ROL , F.AVES : (crown, fascin , soffit, bed) Brackets Pvo..f'i-h 
original( ) rep l aced ( ) R:.ifter }.nds , Modillions , Dentils , Frieze , 

Archi trcn·e 
RCGF : GAm }; FHONT , G.' 1n.E FlJ1!IK , l!Jl:, SiJB"D , 1.a;s;,;m , G;·i·JJmEJ... , FL!'T, I'OJ&IJ'.;RS ,'/. 

r.;f'TB.l!I/\I. : wood shingles, slate , ii.!h asphalt original(v"'J replaced(~)--

H.HCHES : SHAPE OF RC.OF - shed( ) hip( ) G<ible( ) 

CHJl~NLY:::: Hl>'l m1~q 6 FHICK ( X) 
L.OC/.TI-Of'-1 :--I•'l ush end ( X) 

STON.l!;( ) C01i3F..L.ED(X) origina l ( X) replaced ( ) 
Inside end( ) Outside end(./) CentrBl( ) Interior (./) 

',fl<.;H c:!.>: Door a nd window: Keystone , Flct, ~ :egmentcil, Semicircular 

CCl ;I-:EIITS : 
Use - Vacant 
Si cnificnnce - Architecture/Education 
DC:Jte Constructed - 1911 
Condition - Fair ... 
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AL-Vl-B-096 
Central High School (Lonaconing High School) 
E. Main Street, Lonaconing 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
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AL-Vl-B-096 
Central High School (Lonaconing High School) 
E. Main Street, Lonaconing 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
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DEMOLISHED 
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