
ODD FELLOWS HALL 

AL-V I-B-110 
Front Street, Lonaconing 
1867 

Odd Fellows Hall was erected in 1867 

by the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, a 

fraternal order based in Baltimore. The 

building is typical of the Italianate style 

with a wide soffit, scrolled brackets and 

gothic sash windows located in the gable 

ends. The Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

was one of a number of fraternal orders, 

which were popular with the mining commun-

i ty. 
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B DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Odd Fellows Hall is located on Front Street in Lonaconing, 
Allegany County. 

The Odd Fellows Hall is a two story, five bay wide, rectangu­
lar frame structure that has been covered with weatherboard. A small 
two story frame addition abuts the main block on the western side. 
The entire structure rests on a low stone foundation. The Hall's roof 
is gabled with a boxed cornice and returns and is covered with asphalt 
roofing material. The soffit is supported by pairs of scrolled brackets. 
Windows in the building are double hung, pegged, wooden sash frames with 
six over six lights. Each window has a bracketed cornice with two sets 
of louvered shutters. Round headed arch windows are located in the 
gable ends of the building. The main entrance is located on the north 
side and originally featured a vertically paneled door with a wide tran­
som light topped by a cornice and brackets. At present the entrance is 
covered by a one bay, semi-enclosed entrance porch. Two corbeled brick 
chimneys are located at inside ends of the building. 

Although the Odd Fellows Hall has been altered very little since 
its original construction, the building is now used for storage and is 
in deteriorated condition. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1867 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows purchased land from the 
George's Creek Iron & Coal Company in April of 1867. In all proba­
bility the building known as Odd Fellows Hall was constructed shortly 
thereafter, since it is known that the organization opened a library 
and a lecture room in 1868.1 The building is typical of the Italian­
ate style with its wide soffit, scrolled brackets and gothic sash 
windows located in the gable ends. 

Fraternal orders such as the Odd Fellows flourished in the 
mining communities of the George's Creek Valley. According to the 
Maryland Directory and State Gazeteer, miners joined societies such 
as the Odd Fellows in great numbers in order to have something to be 
involved in when either accidents or poor health incu2red in the 
mines forced them to retire while still fairly young. 

1 Katherine A. Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners (Ithaca, N. Y.: 
Cornell University Press, 1969) p. 118 

2 Ibid 
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Allegany County Land Records, Curnserland, Maryland 

• Katherine A. Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, N. Y.: 
Cornell University Press, 1969) 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
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John Nelson & Joan Baldwin 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

STREET & NUMBER 
Allegany Cmmty Hi storj c S j tes Siirvey ?124177 

TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-8991 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

La Vale. Marylapd 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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TITLE SEARCH 

Odd Fellows Hall 

Allegany County Deed; Liber 473, Folio 572 
grantee: Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Baltimore, Maryland 
grantor: Isabelle Nightengale & Florence Duckworth 

Trustees of the Adam Thopson Rebekah Lodge No. 1, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. The building has since been leased by the I.0.0.F. to 
James Thrasher. 
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1867 
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