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Rawlings Schoolhouse 
Route 220, Rawlings 
1870's 

The public school system of Allegany County was established in 1865, 
but it was not until the 1870's that adequate schoolhouses were built. The 
Rawlings Schoolhouse was built in the earyy 1870's. It is similar to other 
schoolhouses built in western Allegany County at that time. Most of these 
schoolhouses are frame with gennan siding, a hipped roof and plenty of 
pedimented windows. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Rawlings Schoolhouse is located on the northern side of Route 
220 in Rawlings. 

The schoolhouse consists of a one story three bays wide 
11 T11 shaped frame structure with germansiding. It stands on 
a low foundation of rock-faced cement blocks that replaced 
wooden posts. The low pyramidal roof is covered with tar paper 
Eaves consist of a boxed cornice, soffit, and bedmould. Wall 
features include cornerboards. One of two brick chimneys is 
corbeled and located on the interior of the main block. The 
other is located inside end of the 11wing. 11 

The main entrance in the center of the southeast facade 
includes a door with original hardware, three panels, and one 
light. Windows are pedimented one over one lights nailed, in 
pairs on the southeast. A flat roofed porch is on the southeast. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The public school system of Allegany County was established 
in 1865, but it was not until the 1870's that adequate schoolhouses 
were erected. (1) 11 In comparison with other sections of the state, 
Allegany County was generous in its public support of education. 11 (2) 
Additional support for the system came from "concerned citizens "who 
raised funds to provide more comfortable schoolhouses. (3) 11 By 1881, 
every corrmunity had at least one public school!' (4) 

The Rawlings Schoolhouse was built early in the 1870's on land 
purchased in 1871. (5) Following the pattern for schoolhouse built in 
western Allegany County at the time, Rawlings Schoolhouse is a small 
frame structure with germansiding and a hipped roof. In structurally 
sound and original condition it stands as a reminder of the progress 
of education in Allegany County. 

(1) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life andlabor in the 
Maryland Coal Region, 1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press), p.109-110 

(2) Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al. Alle~any County - A History (Parsons, 
W. Va. McClain Printing Comapny) p. 63 

(3) Ibid 

(4) Ibid 

(5) Unpublished document "School Properties", Allegany County Board of 
Education, Cumberland, Md. p. 133 
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