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Shaw Horse Barn 
Shaw Farm, south of Route 220 
Rawlings 

Circa mid-nineteenth century 

This large barn is located on the Shaw Farm in Rawlings. 
It included stables in the basement and feed storage on the 
upper floors. The farm was established around the mid­
nineteenth century by Henry Hutson. Later in the twentieth 
century the farm was owned by Major Alexander Shaw, an 
officer of the Union Army's Potomac Home Brigade. A 
former owner states that the barn was originally located 
nearer the Potomac River and was moved at an unknown 
date. 

The barn is constructed of board and batten and 
has a gable flank roof. The most interesting features 
of the building are located on the walls of the high 
stone foundation. On the southeast is an arcade of 
six semicircular arched openings with triple rowed 
arches of yellow header bricks. Two of these retain 
original vertical board doors with original hardware. 
On all four sides of the foundation there are pairs of 
recessed casement windows with flat brown stone arches 
with keystones. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This large barn is located on the Shaw Fann, south 
of Route 220 in Rawlings. 

The rectangular barn is one and one-half stories 
tall and eight bays wide on the southeast. Wall construction 
is frame with board and batten. It rests on a high foundation 
of coursed rock-faced ashlar with a plain water table. The 
floor of the basement is constructed of wooden blocks. The 
gable flank roof is covered with corrugated aluminum and is 
constructed with mortise and tenon. Eaves consist of a simple 
cornice and fascia. Two square cupola atop the roof have 
pyramidal hipped roofs and louvered ventilators. 

Six basement entrances arranged in an arcade on the 
southeast are semicircular arched bays supported by stone 
pedestals. Triple row header brick semicircular arches are 
laid into the stone wall of the foundation. Two of the 
entrances in original condition have vertical board doors with 
original hardware, the remaining four have been blocked shut 
with cinderblocks and windows. First floor entrances on the 
northwest are two wide sliding wooden doors. Two sliding 
loft doors are on the elevated first floor on the southeast. 
Windows of the basement are narrow recessed six light casements 
in pairs set in yellow bricks with brown stone flat arches and 
keystones. The windows are located as follows: a pair on 
each end of the southeastern flank, four pairs on the south­
western gable end, two pairs on the northwestern gable end, 
and three pairs on the northwestern flank. Two cement block 
silos are on the southwest. A small cinderblock addition with 
a gabled roof abuts the northeast. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This barn is located on the Shaw Fann in Rawlings. 
A former owner states that it was used as a horse barn 
and was moved from its original location one half of a 
mile to the south near the Potomac River at an unknown 
date. (1) It was probably built around the mid-nineteenth 
century when the fann was the property of Henry Hutson.(2) 
Later in the nineteenth century the fann was owned by 
Major Alexander Shaw, an officer of the Second Maryland 
Regiment Volunteer Infantry, Potomac Home Brigade of the 
Union Anny. (3) 

The frame structure with board and batten has a 
gable flank roof with mortise and tenon and two square 
cupola with pyramidal roofs. The barn rests on a high 
foundation of coursed rock-faced ashlar stone; the floor 
is constructed of wooden blocks. The most interesting 
features of the barn are located on the walls of the stone 
foundation. These include a row or arcade of six semicircular 
arched entrance and pairs of casement windows. Each of the 
entrances has a semicurcular arch of yellow header bricks 
in three rows. Two of the entrances have original vertical 
board doors with original hardware. The narrow casement 
windows llave flat brown stone arches with keystones. 

(1) Interview with Wilbur Collins, Rawlings, Md. 11-20-78 
(2) Allegany County Land Records. Liber EE Folio 33 and Liber 4, Folio 493 
(3) Allegany County Land Records. Liber 86, Folio 166 and 

Will H. Lowdennilk~ History of Cumberland (Baltimore: Regional 
Publishing Co. )pp. 402-403 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 968. 39 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 

ORGANIZATION Allegany County Historic Sites 
STREET & NUMBER 3 Pershi.ng Street 
CITY OR TOWN Cumberland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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