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"The Mine Boss' House" 

This saltbox building is located in Detmold, a small 
village near Lonaconing. It was a company house, owned by 
the Maryland Coal Company and most likely built around 1870. 
This house was inhabited by the mine boss at Detmold, as it 
is referred to as "the mine boss' house" in a deed. This 
saltbox is somewhat larger than the average single unit 
saltbox of the George's Creek mining region. The building 
is frame with board and batten covered with german siding. 
Transomed entrances and windows have decorated pediments. 
The hipped porch roof is supported by tapered wooden doric 
columns. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This saltbox building is located on the western side of 
Route 36 near Seldom Seen Road. 

The rectangular building is two stories tall and three bays 
wide. Wall construction is of board and batten covered with german 
siding. It rests on a low stone foundation of random rubble with a 
plain water table. The gable flank roof is covered with tar paper. 
Original eaves consist of a cornice, soffit, and frieze with returns. 
One original brick chimney with a corbeled cap is located on the interior. 
An added brick chimney is outside end. A shed or outshut frame addition 
on the west makes the building a saltbox. A small gable addition 
abuts the shed addition on the west. 

A pedimented entrance in the center of the eastern facade has 
fluted jambs and a one light transom. The original door is of three 
panels and one light. One over one light sash windows are pegged 
with triangular pediments, fluted jambs and wooden lugsills. Some 
addition windows are six over six light sashed. A porch on the west 
has a hipped roof supported by wooden roman doric columns and two 
engaged pilasters. 
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This saltbox is located in Detmold, a small village near 
Lonaconing. Detmold was one of several villages that were 
founded between 1825 and 1857 and named for mines they grew up 
around. (l) 

It was a company house, owned by the Maryland Coal Company.(2) 
Company housing was where the company owned a house and rented 
it to an employee of the company. This was co1T111on, but not 
the rule, in the George's Creek Coal Region. (3) The build-
ing most likely dates from 1870 because in that year the 
Maryland Coal Company built eighty houses for their employees.(4) 
This house was inhabited by the mine boss at Detmold, as it is 
referred to as "the mine boss 's house 11 in a deed. (5) 

This saltbox is somewhat larger than the average single 
unit saltbox of the George's Creek mining region. The 
building is frame with board and batten covered with german 
siding. Transomed entrances and windows have decorated 
pediments. The hipped porch roof is supported by tapered 
wooden doric columns. 

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 

Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the 
Maryland Coal Region, 1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press) p.77 
Allegany County Deeds, Liber 159, Folio 595 
Katherine Harvey, p. 79 
Ibid 
Allegany County Deeds, Liber 159, Folio 595 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
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AL-Vl-B-175 
11 The Mine Boss 1 House" 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 382, Folio 301 
Grantee: William A. and Ida M. Green 
Granter: Bessie B. Green 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 205, Folio 33 
Grantee; William J. and Bessie B. Green 
Granter: William A. and Ida Green 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 205, Folio 32 
Grantee; William A. and Ida Green 
Granter: William J. and Bessie B. Green 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 159, Folio 595 
Grantee: William J. Green 
Granter: Maryland Coal Company 
Notes: Known as the Mine Boss' House 

Date: April 14, 1965 

Date: July 28,1945 

Date: July 28, 1945 

Date: March 23, 1927 
Consideration: $600.00 
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