
Braheny Frame House 
AL-Vl-B-178 

This Italianate double house is located on Main Street 
Nikep, fonnerly Pekin. In 1870 John Braheny bought lot #2 of 
Pekin from Andrew B. Shaw. According to the April, 1873 
assessment of his property he had a 11 new house" upon the lot 
which was assessed to value $625.00. Italianate architecture 
is rarely found in the villages of the George's Creek mining 
region. Although this building lacks the characteristic wide 
eaves, it contains other features common to the Italianate 
style. This house is a reflection of the cultural awareness 
of 19th century residents of the mining region. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Braheny Frame House is located in the town of Pekin. 

The building, in near original condition, consists of 
a square two story, four bays wide double house. Wall 
construction is frame with board and batten covered with 
weatherboard and german siding. It rests on a low 
foundation of random rubble with a plain water table. 
The pyramidal hipped roof is covered with ribbed tin. 
A gable roofed copula covered with serrated and imbricated 
shingles has a simple overhand and semicurcular arched 
openings. Eaves of the building consist of a boxed 
cornice, with a soffit, bed mould, and frieze with paired 
decorative wooden brackets. Two brick chimneys with 
corbeled caps are on the interior. Wall features include 
capped cornerboards. 

Two entrances, located on the ends of the.southern 
facade have two light transoms. One original door is of 
four panels with original hardware. All windows are 
pegged six over six light sashes with wooden slipsills. 
A hip roofed porch on the south has capped square wooden 
posts. A shed roofed addition on the north may be 
an enclosed shed roofed porch. 
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This Italianate double house is located on Main Street, 
Nikep, fonnerly Pekin. 

The village of Pekin was "laid out 11 around 1867 by 
A.B. Shaw. (1) It is one of many small co1T111unities of 
the George's Creek mining region established near the 
mines for which they were named. (2) In most other 
American coal mining regions company ownership of all 
housing was prevalent. Some towns and villages of the 
George's Creek area, where many miners owned their homes, 
proved to be the exception to the rule. Double houses 
were common in mining regions because the owner would 
live on one side and rent out the other side. (3) This 
may or may not have been the case in this house. 

In 1870 John Braheny bought Lot #2 of Pekin, from 
Andrew B. Shaw. (4) According to the April , 1873 assessment 
of his property he had a 11 new house" upon the lot which was 
assessed to value $625.00. (5) 

Italianate architecture is rarely found in the village;of 
the George's Creek mining region. Although this building lacks 
the characteristic wide eaves, it contains other features corrmon 
to the Italianate style. These include the basically square 
shape, the medium pitched pyramidal roof, the copula with 
semicircular arched openings, and the paired decorative wooden 
brackets. The house is a reflection of the cultural awareness 
of 19th century residents of the mining region. 

(1) 

(2) 

( 3) 
(4) 
(5) 

John T. Scharf, Vol. II History of Western Maryland ( Philadelphia: 
L.H. Everts Co. ) p.1467 
Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al., Allegany County5 A History (Parsons W Va.: 
McClain Printing Co.) p.140 
John T. Scharf, Vol. II p. 1503 
Allegany County Deeds, Liber 33, Folio 106 
Allegany County Assessments, District #16, 1867-1875 
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STATE 

C111IDprl and Maryl and 21 502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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Braheny Frame House 
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TITLE SEARCH 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 413, Folio 44 
Grantee: Howard Brod~ and Mary Katharine Brode 
Granter: Effa Mae Kight 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 189, Folio 359 
Grantee: John E. Kight and Effa Mae Kight 
Granter: Robert Kiddy and Elsie Kiddy 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 174, Folio 583 
Grantee: Robert Kiddy and Elsie Kiddy 
Granter: Jennetta Breheny, et al 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 73, Folio 449 
Grantee: James Breheny, Jr. 
Grantor: A. Hunter Boyd and David W. Sloan, trustees 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 38, Folio 212 
Grantee: Patrick Mullen 
Grantor: John Braheny and Ann Braheny 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 33, Folio 106 
Grantee: John Braheny 
Grantor: Andrew B. Shaw and Mary M. Shaw 

Date: October 7, 1967 

Date: March 20, 1941 

Date: March 9, 1931 

Date: January 25, 1889 
Consideration: $250.00 

Date: March 24, 1873 
Consideration: $1,300.00 

Date: October 4, 1870 
Consideration: $175.00 
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