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Pekin Schoolhouse 
Route 36, Pekin 
1870' s 

The public school system of Allegany County was established in 1865, 
but it was not until the 1870's that adequate schoolhouses were built. "Once 
the school building program really began, the mining areas were well looked 
after." Schoolhouses in the mining region were usually built on land donated 
by the mining companies. The schoolhouse in Pekin was built in the late 1870's 
in the middle of town. It was staffed by a principal and two teachers. The 
gabled roof is hipped on one end. On the southeast is a gabled vestibule, a 
feature found on most schoolhouses in the western part of the county. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Pekin Schoolhouse is located on the southeastern side of 
Route 36 in Pekin. 

DATE __ _ 

The building consists of a one story rectangular frawe 
structure with gennansiding. It rests on a low stone foundation 
of random rubble with a plain water table. The gable front roof 
which is hipped on the northwest, is covered with tar paper. 
Eaves consist of a cornice, soffit, and bedmould. Two original 
brick chimneys are located inside end. 

The main entrance is in a gabled vestibule on the southeast. 
This pedimented entrance includes a five light transom and double 
doors of five panels each. A pedimented entrance on the north
west includes a three light transom and a five panel door. Wide 
pedimented windows with wooden lugsills are pegged six over six 
lights. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The public school system of Allegany County was established 
in 1865, but it was not until the 1870's that adequate schoolhouses 
were erected. (1) Until that time coal companies provided for the 
education of the children of the Georges' Creek mining area. (2) " Once 
the school building program really began, the mining areas were well 
looked after."(3)" By 1881, every co1T1T1unity had at least one public 
school. " (4) The schoolhouses were usually built on property donated 
by the mining companies. (5) 

Pekin school was built in the late 1870's on a parcel of land 
in the center of town. (6) The principal in 1881 was William J. Bogan 
who was assisted by two teachers. (7) The building is unusual in that 
the roof is gabled on the southeast and hipped on the northwest. A 
gabled vestibule on the southeast is the main entrance. 

The schoolhouse is empty and in fair condition. It stands as 
a reminder of the progress of education in Allegany County. 

( 1) 

(2) 

~~~ 
(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Katherine Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland 
Coal Region 1835-1910, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1969 P.109-110 
Ibid, p.llO 
Ibid, p.111 
Harry Stegmaier, et al. Allegany County -- A History (Parsons W. Va. McClain 
Printing Co.) p.263 
Katherine Harvey,Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland 
Coal Region 1835-1910, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1969 p.110 
Unpublised document "School Properties" Allegany County Board of Education 
Cumberland, Md. p. 127 
John T. Scharf, History of Western Maryland, Philadelphia : L.R. Everts Co. 
1882 p. 1356 
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David A. DOrsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 

Allegany County Historic Sites 

3 Pershing Street 

Cumberland 

oATtlune 14, 1979 

TELEPHONE 

777-5944 
su~aryl and 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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