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Klondike Survey District

Klondike late 19th century
Private

Klondike Survey District is located on Klondike Road approximately one mile
west of Maryland Route 936. The architecture of the survey district is characterized
by vernacular-styled frame dwellings. Most buildings within the district are 2
story, 3 bay by 1 bay buildings based on the ell plan.

Klondike is a typical late 19th century company town in the central part of
the Georges Creek coal region of Western Maryland. The town was established in
1897 to provide housing and building lots to miners employed at the company's Mine
#7, opened in that year.l
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Klondike Survey District is located on Klondike Road approximately one mile west
of Maryland Route 936. Klondike Road and Woodland Creek run parallel east to west
through the survey district. The terrain of the town is hilly.

The architecture of the survey district is characterized by vernacular-styled
frame dwellings. Most buildings within the district are 2 story, 3 bay by 1 bay
buildings based on the ell plan. They rest on stone foundations and have gabled roofs.
An example is #17 on the attached map.

Several buildings in Klondike are 1% story, 3 bay by 1 bay structures with shed
roofed additions added to the rear elevations which give these buildings the saltbox
shape common to the area. They rest on stone foundations and have gabled roofs. An
example is #24 on the attached map.

Two buildings in Klondike are roughly square, 1% story, 3 bay by 2 bay structures.
These buildings rest on a stone foundations and have crossed gable roofs. An example,
#8 on the attached map, has a decoratively bracketed shed-roofed porch sheltering its
facade.

The Allen Stone House is a 2 story, 2 bay stone farmhouse with a frame addition
abutting the eastern elevation. For a more detailed description see MHT, AL-VI-B-034.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Klondike is a typical late 19th century company town in the central part of the

Georges Creek coal region of Western Maryland.

The town was established in 1897 to

provide housing and building lots to miners employed at the company's Mine #7, opened
in that year.l Although the town was originally named Lord for the company's president,
Charles K. Lord, the popular name, Klondike became the accepted name of the town.Z2

The name Klondike may refer to the town's setting in the coal-bearing mountains of
Western Maryland or, more likely to the fact that in 1898 Georges Creek coal was being
used by blacksmiths in the Klondike gold fields of Alaska.3

In 1897 Consolidation erected six houses in Klondike, presumably to accomodate

six sub-foremen employed at the new mine.4

The "Coal Trade Journal" reported in the

same year that houses built in the town cost the company five hundred dollars each to

erect.

a note of four dollars a month.> Twenty other

were erected by workers on building lots leased by the company.6
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The dwellings were provided "as a convenience to the miners" and were rented at
dwellings built in Klondike during 1897
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Footnotes

lAnnual Report of the Inspector of Mines, 1897.

2 . . .
Katherine Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners, Life and Labor in the Maryland
Coal Region, 1835-1910, Ithica: Cornell University Press, 1969, pp. 318.

3
Ibid. p. 14.

4
Annual Report of the Inspector of Mines, 1897.

5 , .
As quoted in Katherine Harvey, p. 91l.

6
Annual Report of the Inspector of Mines, 1897.
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