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The Vale Summit Survey District is located on Maryland Route 55 east of 
maryland Route 36, south of Frostburg. Maryland Route 55 runs east to west 
through the survey district. The architecture of Vale Surrrrnit is characterized 
by vernacular-styled frame dwellings. Many buildings in the survey district 
are 2 story, 3 bay by 1 bay dwellings based on the ell plan. 

Vale Summit is a small town in the Georges Creek coal region of Allegany 
county. The town's original name, Pompey Smash, refers to the fact that the 
town was built on the site of the crash of a coal wagon driven by a black 
slave named Pompey. Unlike the many company towns of the Maryland mining region, 
Vale Summit was laid out in 1851 by miners " .•. who bought the lots and built 
the town." 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Vale Suilllllit Survey District is located on Maryland Route 
55 east of Maryland Route 36, south of Frostburg, Maryland. 
Maryland Route 55 runs east to west through the survey district. 
The abandoned Georges Creek and Cumberland Railroad bed is north 
of the town. The terrain of the survey district is hilly. 

The architecture of Vale Summit is characterized by vernacular­
styled frame dwellings. Many buildings in the survey district 
are 2 story, 3 bay by 1 bay dwellings based on the ell plan. 

They rest on stone foundations and have gabled roofs. An 
example, #7 on the attached map, has shingle-covered gable ends 
and central gable with decorative jig-sawn trim work. Several 
buildings in the survey district are typical saltbox houses. 
The l~ and 2 story frame buildings are 3 bays wide and one bay 
deep. They rest on stone foundations and have gabled roofs. Shed­
roof additions abutting their rear elevations give these buildings 
the saltbox shape found throughout the mining region. An example 
is the Cain Saltbox House, AL-VI-B-055, map #38. A store building 
in Vale Summit is a l~ story frame building with a typical 3 bay 
store front facade. Additions to the building have obscured much 
of the original structure, see #14 on the attached map. The Booth 
Frame House, AL-VI-B-055, map #25, is a saltbox house with a gable 
roofed wing. The gable roofed wing has dentilated eaves. The 
saltbox section of the building housed a saloon at one time. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Vale Summit is a small town is the Georges Creek coal region of 
Allegany County. The town's original name, Pompey Smash, refers 
to the fact that the town was built on the site of the crash of 
a coal wagon driven by a black slave named Pompey. Unlike the 
many company towns of the Maryland mining region, Vale Summit was 
laid out in 1851 by miners" ..• who bought the lots and built the 
town." 1 

In 1880 Thomas Scharf described Pompey Smash as" ..• the home 
of several hundred miners of Welsh, Scotch and Irish extraction ... ", 
who were employed at the Grant Coal and Iron Company and the 
Consolidation Coal Company's mines in the area.2 In 1880 the town's 
population was 535 people.3 In 1887 the town supported 3 saloons 
and 5 general merchandise and grocery stores. The town was a 
station on the Georges Creek and Cumberland Railroad. 4 
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USGS 7. 5 Minute Series 
Scale 1 : 24 , 000 
1950 ; photorevised 1974 
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