
Darnley and Stevenson Store 
AL-Vl-C-184 

This store building is located in the village 
of Moscow, in the George's Creek coal mining region. 
The store was built in 1876 by John Darnley and James 
Stevenson. The store was most likely an "all-inclusive" 
general store which were cormion in mining towns at this 
time. James Jones used the building as a dance hall 
in 1910. 

The two story frame building, covered with both 
german and weatherboard siding, has a two tiered porch 
on the eastern side and the eastern side with transomed 
entrances. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The store consists of a two story, three bays wide frame structure 
with german siding on the east and south and weatherboard siding on the 
west and north. It rests on a low stone foundation of random rubble, 
partially sheathed with cement on the south, with a plain water table. 
The gable front roof is covered with tin and tar paper. Eaves consist of 
a boxed cornice. soffit, and wide frieze with returns. Wall features 
include capped cornerboards. An added rectangular bay on the south rests 
on a foundation of cement, has a hipped roof and a pedimented pair of windows. 

Entrances are located in the center of the eastern facade first and 
second floors. They are pedimented and have fluted jambs and one light 
transoms. The first floor entrance has a four panel door with one beveled 
glass light. The second floor entrance has a three panel one light door. 
Pedimented first floor windows of the eastern facade have fluted jambs and 
nailed six over six light wide windows with wooden lugsills. Pedimented 
second floor windows of the eastern facade are one over one lights with 
wooden lugsills. Other windows are six over six lights and one over one 
lights. The two tiered porch on the eastern facade has a hipped roof 
supported by large decoratively lathed wooden posts and pilasters with a 
decorative railing on the second tier. A shed roofed porch on the north 
has decoratively lathed posts. 

A gabled frame addition 1s on the western facade. A small outbuilding, 
probably a surrrner kitchen, is frame with german siding and has a gabled roof 
with tar paper and eaves consisting of a boxed cornice, soffit, and frieze 
with returns. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This store building is located in the village of Moscow, in 
the George's Creek coal mining region. Moscow was founded around 
mid nineteenth century, along with the villages of Pekin and Barton, 
to house the workers of the nearby mines. (1) The three villages 
originally belonged to the twelve hundred acre estate of the 
Reverand William Shaw, a Methodist minister who settled there 
in 1794. (2) 

The store was built in 1876 by John Darnley and James 
Stevenson. That year they were assessed as having $J,000 worth 
of stock and merchandise and a store house worth $600. (3) 
The store was most likely an "all-inclusive" general store which 
were co111110n in mining towns at this time. (4) They ran the store 
until 1887 when it was sold to Ebenezer Jones in a mortgage sale. (5) 
Ebenezer's son, James, used the building as a dance hall, according 
to the assessment of 1910. (6) 
(1) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners; Life and Labor in the Mar land Coal 

Region, 1835-1910 (Ithaca: orne n1vers1ty ress p.7 
(2) Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al., Alleqany County, A History, (Parsons 

W. Va.: McClain Printing Co.) p.140 
(3) Allegany County Assessments 1876-95 District 10, Vol. A-L 
(4
5

) Harvey, p.85-86 
( ) Allegany County Equity Case, #3693 
(6) Allegany County Assessments, 1910 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites August 31 , 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

3 Pershing Street 777-5944 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Cumberland Maryland 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
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