
AL-Vl-C-185 
Durst Board and Batten 

Durst Board and Batten is located on the northern side 
of Tenth Street in Moscow. 

It was built shortly after the turn of the century, 
probably by a miner who worked the nearby mines. This 
rectangular building is two stories tall and four bays wide. 
Wall construction is frame with plain board and batten. It 
is representative of the typical miners house of the George's 
Creek Region. 
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DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Alma Durst 

STREET & NUMBEJRoute 1 

CITY. TOWN Barton 
_ VICINITY OF 
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COURTHOUSE. 
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STREET & NUMBER 30 Washington Street 

CITY. TOWN 
Cumberland 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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CONDITION CHECK ONE 

.XORIGINAL SITE _EXCELLENT 
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_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Durst Board and Batten is located on the northern side 
of Tenth Street in Moscow. 

The rectangular building is two stories tall and four 
bays wide. Wall construction is frame with plain board and 
batten. It rests on a low stone foundation of random rubble 
with a plain water table. The gable flank roof is covered 
with asphalt shingles. Eaves consist of a cornice with 
soffit and bedmould on the flanks and frieze on the gabled 
ends. One original brick chimney is located in the center. 

The main entrance offset on the southern facade includes 
a two light transom and a replaced door. Most windows are 
one over one light sashes with wooden slipsills, some original 
two over two light sash windows remain. A replaced porch 
on the south has a hipped roof supported by plain square 
wooden posts. A small frame gabled addition abuts the original 
on the north. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1 599 --AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 _l),RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

X_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This board and batten dwelling is located in the 
village of Moscow. Moscow was founded around mid
nineteenth century, along with the village of Pekin 
and Barton, to house the workers of nearby mines. (1) 
The land the three villages are located on was originally 
part of the twelve hundred acre estate of the Reverand 
William Shaw, a Methodist minister who settled there 
in 1794. ( 2) 

The lot on which this house is located belonged 
to Andrew B. Shaw, as shown on the 1890 Plat of Moscow.(3) 
The house was not built at the time but was probably 
built shortly after the turn of the century. 

The mining companies did not own all the housing in 
the village. When some villages were planned a considerable 
arrrnount of land was left for miners, or others, to build 
upon. (4) This house was one that was privately built 
and owned, probably by a miner. 

( 1) 

(2) 

(3) 
(4) 

Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the 
Maryland Coal Region 1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press) 
p. 77 
Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al, Allefany County, A History (Parsons 
W. Va. L McClain Printing Co. ) p. 40 
Allegany County Deeds, Liber 67, Folio 545 
Katherine Harvey, p. 79 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

I'. . ' .-. ~ -
/'.,,. - I ' - - - : : ,·:> 

Stegmaier, Harry Jr. et al Allegany County,A History, Parsons W. Va.: 
McClain Printing Co, 1976 
Harvey, Katherine A. Best Dressed Miners Life and Labor in the Maryl and Coa 1 
Region, 1835-1910 Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1969 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSAR.Y 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DA TA I I 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 100 Xl 13 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 

Julie Baker, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites 
STREET & NUMBER 

3 Pershing Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

C11mberland 

DATE 

March 4. 1980 
TELEPHONE 

777-5944 
STATE 

Maryland 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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