
Warnick Saltbox 
AL-Vl-C-189 
Route 36, Barton 
third quarter of the 19th century 

The mining town of Barton was "laid out" in 1853 by William 
Shaw, Jr. Unlike many of the growing co1111lunities of the George's 
Creek coal region, where miners usually occupied company owned 
housing, Barton was designed with 66 lots which apparently were 
available to miners. 

This building is typical of many dwellings in the coal region. 
It is a two story, three bays wide frame structure with board and 
plain batten siding. The gable flank roof has been extended with 
an 11 outshut 11 or shed addition to form a saltbox house, which in 
Western Maryland is unique to the George's Creek area. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building consists of a two story, three bays wide, 
rectangular, frame saltbox building of board and plain batten. 
It rests on a high stone foundation of random rubble with a 
plain water table. The gable flank roof is covered with 
tarpaper. Eaves consist of a boxed cornice and soffit with 
one return on the west. An original brick chimney with a 
corbeled cap is located inside end. 

The main entrance, in the center of the southern facade 
includes a door of four panels with original hardware. Windows 
are wide pegged six over six lights with wooden slipsills. 
Six light casement windows are on the flanks. A porch on the 
southern facade has a shed roof supported by square wooden 
posts. A shed roofed frame addition is on the western facade. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The m1n1ng town of Barton is located near the center of the 
George's Creek Valley. The town was "laid out" in 1853 by William 
Shaw, Jr. on the 1,200 acre estate of his father, a Methodist minister 
who settled there in 1794. (l} The town grew rapidly-by 1880 the 
population was more than 1,100. (2} Unlike many of the growing 
corrununities of the mining region where miners usually occupied company 
owned housing, Barton included 66 lots which apparently were available 
to miners. (3} This house was probably built during the third quarter 
of the nineteenth century by a miner. 

The building is typical of many dwellings in the coal region. It 
is a two story, three bays wide frame structure with board and plain 
batten siding. The gable flank roof has been extended on the north 
with an 11 outshut 11 or shed addition to form a saltbox house, a style 
which in Western Maryland is unique to the George's Creek mining region. 

( l} 

(2} 

Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al Allegany County, A History (Parsons 
W. Va.: McCla,iin Printing Company) p.140 
Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life andlabor in the Mar land 
Coal Region, 1835-1910 Ithaca: Corne l University Press p.8 

(3} Ibid, p.79 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
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David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites August 27, 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

3 Pershing Street 777-5944 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Cumberland Maryl and 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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Warnick Saltbox 
Legislative Road (MD 935) , Barton 
Sanborn Map, 1921-1936 
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Warnick Saltbox 
Legislative Road (MD 935), Barton 
Barton Quadrangle 194 7, Photorevised 1981 

Allegany County Tax Map 2a, Parcel 9 
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