
Williams Store and Barton Post Office Building 
P~ilroad Street 
Barton, Md. 
AL-Vl-C-191 

This joint store and post office was constructed a little 
before the turn of the century. The store was most likely an 11 all­
inclusive11 general store which were common in mining towns at this 
time. The Williams Brothers store and the post office remained 
in operation in this building from 1908 until 1968. In, 1968 
the store went out of business and the post office was moved. 

The double commercial building is a rectangular two story 
frame structure of board and batten covered with beaded flushboard 
on the principle facade. The original slate shingle roof is intact. 
The entrances consist of double doors of two lights each. Original 
hardware on the post office of the building is an intricately engraved 
brass thumb latch and plate set. A shed roofed addition was added 
to the store half of the building. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Williams Store and Barton Post Office Building is located 
on the southeastern side of Railroad Street in Barton. 

The building consists of a two story, six bays wide rectangular 
frame structure with plain board and batten which is covered with 
beaded flushboard siding on the northwestern facade. It rests on 
a low stone foundation of random rubble with a plain water table. 
The gable flank roof is covered with slate shingles and looped 
wire snowbirds. Eaves consist of a boxed cornice and soffit. A 
large central brick chimney has a damaged corbeled cap. 

Two entrances, each in the center of the three bays wide halves 
of the building, consist of double doors each of one panel and two 
lights with original hardware. Of particular interest is the hardware 
of the Post Office entrance, the southern most, which is elaborately 
engraved. Windows are pegged six over six lights except for the 
northwestern first floor windows which are pegged two over two 
lights. A metal awning frame is on the northwest. A board and 
batten saltbox addition is on the southeastern side of the store 
half of the building. This first addition has a stone random 
rubble foundation. A telescoping addition of similar construction 
added to the first rests on wooden posts. 
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This joint store and post office was constructed a little before 
the turn of the century. The store was most likely an "all-inclusive" 
general store which were corrtnon in mining towns at this time. (1) 
Although the Williams Brothers were in business as early as 1900, 
they did not purchase this building from D.E. Parks until 1908. (2) 
The store and post office remained in operation until 1968 when the 
store went out of business and the post office was moved into another 
building. (3) 

The double commercial building is a rectangular two story frame 
structure of board and batten covered with beaded flushboard on the 
principle facade. The original slate shingle roof is intact. The 
entrances consist of double doors of two lights each. Original hard­
ware on the post office side of the building is an intricately engraved 
brass thumb latch and plate set. A shed roofed addition was added 
to the store half of the building. 

(1) 

(2) 
( 3) 

Katherina A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland 
Coal Region, 1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press) p. 85-86 
Allegany County Assessment 1896-1909, p. 410 
Interview with Mr. Joseph Howell, 1st. National Bank of Oakland, Barton, Md. 
July 11, 1979 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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NAME OF OWNER: Oien ( Caln-Je/'' 

ADDRESS: I 2(01 (0..-,tV s 44«.~ 

STORIES: 1( ) 2( j 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS: 
,7&.Jo Aa lv..eo cr:F -a 'B-1-;-S f'?c--< cA. 
1( ) 2c ) 3C ) 4C ) 5C ) 6CJ1c ) ( ) 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: 6_;a -& ( ~ s c c-p 1 Yi J' ,!;c/YY? S -lo /' -€_ 

DWELLING SHAPE: (square, cross~b-it'5 j //latft'. 

WALL CONSTRUCTION: 

(.._.,{FRAME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board_& ba_tten (type?) 
( ) BRICK: Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch varTants. 
( ) STONE: Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 
( ) LOG 
(~ OTHER: Coverings l/(J) :B.Pc~clbo(n d {1v'51 

A 

WALL FEATURES: Belt Course, Pilasters, Others ("J//Z[/,>.t)m.,c/5 - 4..tp7/J/9 ,-/·c.:.t--1/£ 
FOUNDATIONS: High, ~Low, Brick,~ "7Z_CV1AJ~ ~\._;_~ 
\·JATER TABLE: None,, lain Beveled, Moulded Brick 

0tnrf (s -r .fZ" r / 
\'/INDO\'IS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/,2(J)' 6/6(./) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( ) 

pegged('~ nailed ( ) wide ( Jf narrow ( ) mitred ( ) pediment ( 

ENTRANCE,DOORS: LOCATION: 2 .s-J.?-ts douhlR dc.1d('5 2 L-1jl<.-T /f}c4-t'Lk'(' 
HARD\'IARE: originalW replaced( ) r 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 
Paneled, Vertical, Horizontal Boards 

EAVES: (crown, fascia,'~ bed) 
~------~__,,,_r_e_p_l_a-ced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave 

~--0 

ROOF: Gable front, Gable fla ip, Shed, Mansard, Gambrel, Flat, Dormers # 
MATERIAL: ¥mod s --,- slate, tin, asphalt; origina~J replaced(___,----

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed( )lsi ( ) ~abl.e( ) 
/er,,. <::J-'2- / 

CHIMNEYS: Number: / Brick( Stone( ) Corbeled0 original(~ rep-1-aced( ) 
Location: Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Outside end( ) Central(-? Interior( 

ARCHES: Door & Windows: Keystone, Flat, Segmental, Semicircular 

COf1HENTS: 

USE: S'tG J a~ 
SI Gi ,ff I CANCE: ( c'VVI. .. ..,. ..... < .. /') c..g., 
DATE CONSTRUCTED: 
CONDITION: ~ x~:~a..-l~-r~~~~~~~-
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INVENTORY NO: 
~-----------

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor 

NAME OF PROPERTY: ____________________________ _ 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ___________________________ _ 

DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: 
-----------------~--------~~-

STORIES: 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 
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DWELLING SHAPE: (square, cross, rectangular) 

WALL CONSTRUCTION: 

( ) FRAME: 
( ) BRICK: 
( ) STONE: 
( ) LOG 
( ) OTHER: 

Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?) 
Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 
Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 

Coverings 

WALL FEATURES: Belt Course, Pilasters, Others 
~---~--~---~~------

FOUNDATIONS: High, Low, Brick, Stone 

WATER TABLE: None, Plain, Beveled, Moulded Brick 

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( ) 
pegged( ) nailed( ) wide( ) narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( ) 

ENTRANCE,DOORS: LOCATION: 
~-----,,--,.-----:----,-

HARDWARE: original( ) replaced( ) 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 
Paneled, Vertical, Horizontal Boards 

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: (crown, fascia, soffit, bed) 
original( ) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave 

ROOF: Gable front, Gable flank, Hip, Shed, Mansard, Gambrel, Flat, Dormers # 
--MATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin, asphalt; original( ) replaced(_) __ _ 

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed( ) hip( ) gable( ) 

CHIMNEYS: Number: Brick( ) Stone( ) Corbeled( original( ) replaced( ) 
Location: Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Outside end( ) Central( ) Interior( 

ARCHES: Door & Windows: Keystone, Flat, Segmental, Semicircular 

COl·1MEN TS: 

USE: 
------------~-~ SIGf;lFICANCE: 

DATE CONSTRUC_T_E_D_:--------~ 
CO:-.JDI TION: -------------
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AL-Vl-C-191 
Williams Store and Barton Post Office Building 
19102 Rai lroad Street, Barton 
Sanborn Map, 1921-1936 

JKC 07/07/2015 



Allegany County Tax Map 2a, parcel 158 

JKC 07/07/2015 
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