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Shaffer Saltbox 
AL-Vl-C-197 

The village of Franklin was developed between 1852 and 
1857. It was one of several villages created by coal companies 
near mine sites in the lower George's Creek Valley during the 
l850's. This double saltbox was most likely a company house 
built between 1852 and 1857. In later years it was the 
property of the Gannon Family which apparently was involved 
in mining and owned rental properties in the area. Double 
or "block" houses of this type were the standard style of 
the mining region. Most are like this building, a two 
story frame structure on a rubble stone roundation and a 
shed or 11 outshut 11 addition on the rear which makes a 
saltbox. 
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AL-Vl-C-197 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ~.AG! NO. 0108315504 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Shaffer Saltbox 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

west side of Route 36 
CITY. TOWN 

Franklin VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryl and 

D CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

'LBUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

~PRIVATE 
_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

~OCCUPIED 
_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES RESTRICTED 

X _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Carl W. Shaffer 
STREET & NUMBER Route 1 Box 16 

CITY. TOWN Westernport 
_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

C11mberJ and 

l!J REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

Sixth 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

Liber #: 250 
Folio #: 51 

STATE 

_MUSEUM 

--,(ARK 

_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

359-3604 

Maryland 21502 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

)LDETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

CHECK ONE 

)LuNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

X....ORIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

_ UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Shaffer Saltbox is located on the western side of 
Route 36 in Franklin. 

The double house is two stories tall and six bays 
wide. It originally was a gable roofed rectangular 
structure. A shed or 11 outshut 11 addition on the west 
makes the building a saltbox. Wall construction is 
frame covered with insul siding. The building rests 
on a low foundation of random rubble with a plain 
water table. The gable flank roof is covered with 
tar paper. Eaves consist of a cornice and bed mould 
on the gabled ends. and of a boxed cornice and soffit 
on the flanks. One large brich chimney located in 
the center of the original building serves both sides. 
A smaller chimney is located in the center of the 
11 outshut 11 addition. 

Entrances are in the center of each three bay 
half of the building. Doors of both are of four 
panel with original hardware. Windows are pegged 
six over six light sashes. A wide hip roofed porch 
on the east has chamfered wooden posts. Separate 
shed roofed porches on the west have been enclosed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 
/,.L-/1-C-

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS -_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 _l).RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS ~INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _QTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The village of Franklin was developed between 1852 
and 1857. It was one of several villages created by 
coal companies near mine sites in the lower George's 
Creek Valley during the l850's. (1) The initial growth 
of these towns was predicated by the establishment of 
the George's Creek Coal and Iron Company Railroad through 
the lower part of the valley in 1852 which provided an 
essential outlet for mined coal.(2) Another factor in 
the growth of the towns was the completion of the C & 0 
Canal in 1850. As the canal neared completion many 
mining companies 11 announced plans for housing the 
additional miners" necessary for the anticipated 
increase in mining activity. (3) 

This double saltbox was most likely a company 
house built between 1852 and 1857. In later years 
it was the property of the Gannon family which apparent
ly was involved in mining and owned rental properties 
in the area. (4) Double or 11 block 11 houses of this 
type were the standard style of the mining region. 
Most are like this building, a two story frame structure 
on a rubble stone foundation and a shed or 11 outshut 11 

addition on the rear which makes a saltbox. 

(l) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

John T. Scharf, History of Western Maryland (Philadelphia: L.H. Everts Co.) 
Vol. I p. 539 
Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al., Allegany County, A History (Parsons W Va.: 
McClain Printing Co) p. 142 
Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland 
Coal Region 1835-1910 {Ithaca: Cornell University Press) p. 78 
Allegany County Land Records Liber 83, Folio 450 and Index of Names-G 
Also see the attached map which shows a small town north of 
Franklin known as Gannon (which no longer exists) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
82 1 xl54 1 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

ORGANIZATION 

David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 
Julie Baker. Historic Sites Surveyor 

______ __.Allegany County Historic Sites 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 
3 Persbing Street 

C11mh9rland 

DATE 

April 15, 1980 
TELEPHONE 

777-5944 
STATE 

Maryland 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



DATE : /J. L-V 1-C --t?1 

REHODELING : 

NAi IE OF O\'/NER : _~1.LL4---1..,£;1£.._.....:::::::::.~';i:t_::g::...:~..:..:..t:i:...:..n~'k~r ~~-------=------'"--=:...+-~-
ADDRESS : ____ £_1)-=--r-~-""-fWt~Q/!'---6_7_,J'f'-',~/-?~___.--,,..,-----------

t:_=f ( C3~ /~/ -tud;;:r 
STORIES ' ~ 2J) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS' 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6(,,,{ 7( ) ( ) 

HINGS, ADDITIONS : 0""0- W slv) Vv\&~ 1 f G\ )~~~· P'Y\ vvovh.vi po~_/-' 
m·IELLING SHAPE : (square, cross~:-;)) 
WALL CONSTRUCTION : ~ 

( J FRAf.lE : Bevel, clapboard, \·teatherboard, 1-mod shingles, board & batten (type?) 
( ) BRICK: Bond type - common, English, Flemish . Sketch variants. 
( ) STONE : Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 

-(;) LOG lj'/ 
) OTHER : Coverings .)/,µ,v.,{ .Jf-.P i£v.r} 

WALL FEATURES : Belt Course, Pilasters, Others 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FOUNDATIONS: High, ow Brick,~ ~ ... (H~( 
~·/ATER TABLE : Non , Pla1 ;:>Beveled, Moulded 8ric~1 J~ <!J1 4( f Lf"7 

~ tcp/~uc}li-UI f "I "/ J ~ /J '/~ 
~'ilt\D0\15, TRIM, SHUTTERS : 1/1( ) 2/j2( ) 6/6(\J) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( ) faf S' 

1 

pegged(v) nailed( ) widet/( ) narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( ) 

~ 
I ,. ~ 

ENTRA~CE,DOORS : LOCATION: U;>tl?f.eA eA. V!tUI- t1a1LGA 
~ ~4: HARDWARE : origin( i/ replaced( ~ 

~ 1UV"' ~ ' FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAif\: 
r)N' Paneled, Ver tic a~, Horizontal Boards 

IV1.J2J1 t10-1.r14 ~ BecJ<""fY\ Jll.-l.u; s / J.cJ.. 
, BARGE, 't:AVE°S : (t'rown, fascia, soffit 1 bed) 

tginal(Y' replaced( ) rafter end3 , modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave 

ROOF: Cable front, · e lank, ip, Shed, Hansard, G:;fi'!Jrel 1 Flat, Dormers IJ ___ _ 
H.o...fERIAL: \-,ood ~tnngle~_ ate, tin. asphalt;,Z:tf P.,.ft-'}ffginal( ) replc:iced( ) 

PORCHE5' SHAPE OF ROOF - shed( ) hiptj) gable( ) c;:i'{tfi,i.f0'i} r-~6' 
CHU·l'.r'15: l':u:nber: Z Brlc:...(/) Stone( ) Corbeled(~ or.iCJina~) replaccdC<3"""' 

! ~, ... /"' 1 I--· ''- .) • 

l ~ Gi :· :.· ·. iS : 

Location: Flush end( ) rnslc.Je end( ) Outside end( ) Cenlr.afr(}) Interior(<) 

Duor l ~·1indo.,1s: l<eyston~, Flat, Segmental, s~'r"icirculnr 
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ROAD CLASSIFICAT ON ... 
Medium duty l ghl·duty 

Unimproved dirt ........ . 

V State Route 

:,l 20 FEET 
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