
Duckworth Schoolhouse 
AL-VI-D-198 
Stoney Run Road, Westernport 
ca. 1867 

In 1867, two years after the establishment of Allegany County•s 
public school system, the Board of School Commissioners purchased a tract 
of land 11 for the purpose of free school. 11 This school was identified as 
the 11 Duckworth Settlement School 11 in Scharf 1 s 1881 inventory of county 
schools. The building was probably erected in 1867 in the isolated Stoney 
Run area northeast of Westernport. The Hampshire and Baltimore Coal 
Company operated coal mines in the neighborhood of the school. 

The one room schoolhouse is a simple gabled frame structure 
with german siding. Entrance was originally through a gabled vestibule 
offset on the south. It is one of the earlier schools built under the 
county•s public school system. 
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The Duckworth Schoolhouse is located off Stoney Run Road 
near Westernport. 

The building consists of a one story, one bay wide frame 
structure with german siding. It rests on a high foundation 
of random rubble with a plain water table. The gable front 
roof is covered with tar paper. Eaves consist of a cornice, 
soffit, and frieze, with returns. The main entrance now 
obscured by an addition was originally in a gabled board 
and batten vestibule now removed. Windows are four over 
one lights with a simple pediment. The original windows 
were two over two lights with shutters. A frame addition 
has been added to the south and west. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Scharf states in his 1881 History of Western Maryland that 
11 In 1865 the public school system was established in Allegany 
County, and under it education has prospered and has been 
greatly e~tended. 11 (1) Two years later in January of 1867, the 
Board of School Corrmissioners purchased a tract of land from 
Allen C. Duckworth 11 for the purpose of free school . 11 (2) In 
an entry in his 1881 inventory of county schools Scharf identifies 
this school as the 11 Duckworth Settlement School 11 and Mr. Duckworth 
as one of the trustees of the school. (3) 

The building was probably erected in 1867 in the isolated 
Stoney Run area northeast of Westernport. An 1880 map of the 
Georges• Creek mining region shows that the Hampshire and Balti-
more Coal Company operated a mine in the neighborhood of the school.(4) 

The one room schoolhouse is a simple gabled frame structure 
with gennan siding. Entrance was originally made through a gabled 
vestibule offset on the south. One of the earlier schools built 
under the county's public system, Duckworth Schoolhouse is a 
reminder of the progress of education in Allegany County. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

John T. Scharf, History of Western Maryland (Philadelphia: 
L.H. Everts Co. ) p.1355 Vol. 11 
Allegany County Lands Records, Liber 26, Folio 78 

John T. Scharf, History of Western Maryland (Philadelphia:: 
L.H. Everts Co.) p.1355 Vol.II 

(4) Ibid, P.1446, Vol. II 
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Allegany County Historic Sites July 10, 1979 
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3 Pershing Street 777-5944 
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Cumberland Maryl and 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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