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William Shaw, Jr. Frame House 
Moscow 
Private 

c.1840 

The William Shaw, Jr. Frame House is significant as a surving home 
of an early settler of the Barton area. The house was the home of the 
founder of the town of Barton William Shaw, Jr. who laid out the original 
lots of the town on his father's estate. (Scharf 1466) The house is 
a rare example, for Georges Creek, of a five bay frame dwelling with 
an unusually elaborate entrance. Other five bay dwellings in the area 
are mostly built of brick. (see Al-VI-B-060) 

The two-story house is five bays wide on the facade (northwestern 
elevation), and two bays deep. Oral tradition indicates that the house 
was originally "L11 shaped but its rear wing was demolished when the house 
was moved during the early 1870's. A shed roofed porch on the southeastern 
elevation has been enclosed with cinderblocks. 
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The William Shaw, Jr. frame house is located on the eastern side of 

Route 36 in Moscow. The two-story house is five bays wide on the facade 

(northwestern elevation), and two bays deep. Oral tradition indicates 

that the house was originally "L" shaped but its rear wing was demolished 

when the house was moverl during the early 1870's. A shed roofed porch 

on the southeastern elevation has been enclosed with cinderblocks. 

A shed roofed porch in the center of the facade has been extended 

on its northeastern end. The original portion of the porch has chamfered 

and capped square wooden posts on pedestals. The porch has a solid board 

balustrade. Original windows of the first floor have been replaced with 

modern windows. Second floor windows are 6/6 sash with drip mouldings. 

An entrance in the center of the facade includes sidelights of a single panel 

surmounted by four lights which open on hinges. Original double doors are of 

two panels each with original hardware. A second story entrance on the north-

eastern end of the southeastern elevation reportedly led to the missing 

rear wing. Interior end chimmeys are of brick. A cinderblock chimney 

is located in the exterior of the southeastern elevation. 

The frame house has 3" x 4" studs and is covered with weatherboards 

on the northeastern and southwestern elevations as well as most of the facade. 

A portion of the facade surrounding the central entrance is covered with 

beaded weatherboards. T~2 southeastern elevation is covered with tongue 

andgroove·w~atherboards and a layer of insulating sheathing. The house 

rests on a low rubble stone foundation. The gabled roof is covered with tar-

paper. 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 
'L. 1 ' C ,,..,_, . ....., f. - \: 1- _ _-- J I I 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 
_RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _SCIENCE . . 
_ 1500-1599 _AGRICULTUA~ _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 )(_ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1700-1 799 _ART 

'.':.1aoo-1a99 _COMMERCE 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES c.1840 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

~EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 
_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

__ POLITI CS1 GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_SOCIAL"HUMANITARIAN 

_T>-tEATER 

_ TRANSPORTAT:ON 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

The William Shaw Jr. Frame house is significant as a surviving 
home of an early settler of the Barton area. --The house was the home 
of the founder of the town of Barton, William Shaw, Jr, who laid out 
the original lots ofthe town on his father's estate. (Scharf 1466) 
The house is a rare example, for Georges Creek, of a five bay frame 
dwelling with an unusually elaborate entrance. Other five bay 
dwellings in the area are mostly built of brick. (see AL-VI-B-060) 

Based on its architectural appearance the William Shaw, Jr. 
Frame House appears to have been constructed in the first half of 
the nineteenth century on land which then belonged to William Shaw, Sr .. 
Oral tradition indicates that in the early 1870's the house was mounted 
with mine car wheels and moved on rails to its present location, 
approximately 1,000 yards to the south. In 1872 William Shaw Jr.'s 
son, A. B. Shaw, built a brick mansion (AL-VI-C-118) on the original 
site of the frame house. (interviews) 

There is much evidence indicating that the frame house may be 
the oldest standing building in the Barton area. William Shaw, Sr. 
settled the area, probably early in the nineteenth century. In his 
History of Western Maryland, J. Thomas Scharf wrote that William 
Shaw, Jr. built the "nexth house in the area. At the time of his 
writing the house was part of the Shaw estate. (pp 1466-7) A plat of 
Moscow drawn by A. B. Shaw in 1870 shows that the house in its present 
location was part of the "Home Farm" of William Shaw, Jr. (liber 67, 
folio 545 and Equity #1719) 

After William Shaw, Jr.'s death in 1867 his heirs contrived to 
convey all interest in the estate of A. B. Shaw. Among the legal 
documents relating to the ensuing equity action there are two which 
hel~ to identify the William Shaw, Jr. Frame House. Uriah Duckworth, 
an aquaintance of the deceased, testified that William Shaw, Jr. resided 
"all his life near Barton ••• " (Equity 111719, "Testimony") A "Report of 
Commissioners for Partition" stated that "••• on the said 'Home Farm' 
there is a two story frame dwelling house, the residence of said William 
Shaw deceased, and a stone grist mill, and water sawmill •••• " (Equity #1719) 

The log house he built on the site of Barton was torn down during 
the mid-to-late nineteenth century. 
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