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The Barton Survey District is located approximately 3 miles 
south of Lonaconing in the Georges Creek coal region of western 
Maryland. Prior to the founding of the town two farmhouses 
occupied the site of Barton. The architecture of Barton is 
characterized by frame vernacular and Victorian-styled dwellings 
and commercial buildings. 

In 1853, William Shaw, Jr., laid out the town of Barton to 
accommodate miners employed in the new mines opened around his 
1200 acre estate south of Lonaconing. Unlike the many company 
towns of the mining region, the 66 building lots of Barton were 
made available to the general public. 
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The Barton Survey District is located approximately 3 miles south of 
Lonaconing in the Georges Creek coal region of western Maryland. Maryland 
Route 936 travels NE to SE through the town in a series of curves. 
Georges Creek flows NE to SW on the eastern and southern edge of the survey 
district. The Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railroad runs NE to SW 
through the center of the survey district. The terrain of the survey 
district consists of hills sloping towards the flat southern section 
of Barton. 

Prior to the founding of the town two farmhouses occupied the site 
of Barton. The Hoffa House (AL-VI-C-120, Map #178) was originally a 
two story brick house based on the ell plan. Additions have altered the 
shape of the building and the gabled roof replaced with a hipped roof. 
The other early farmhouse (Map #41) is a 2 story five bay frame house 
based on the ell plan. The building has low stone foundation and a 
gabled roof. 

The architecture of Barton's characterized by frame vernacular-styled 
dwellings are typical examples of styles found throughout the mining region. 
Most are two story single family or duplex dwellings which are rectangular 
or based on the ell plan. They rest on stone foundations and have gabled 
roofs and hip roofed porches sheltering their facades. Examples are 
AL-VI-C-124 (Map 1124) and House 11196 on the attached map. The latter 
building features decorative elements such as bracketed eaves, a central 
gable with jigsawn "gingerbread" decoration and bracketed porch posts 
which are characteristic of many examples of the style found in Barton. 

The saltbox house is another vernacular style of architecture found 
in Barton. The 2 story single family and duplex frame houses rest on 
stone foundations and havegabled roofs. Shed roofed additions added to 
the rear elevations of these buildings give them the saltbox shape 
seen throughout the mining region. Two bay saltbox houses like the 
Tichnell House (AL VI-C-187, Map #198) maybe the first half of unfinished 
duplex houses. Evidence of this common practice is the blank NE elevation 
of the house. Duplex saltbox houses like the Mowbray Home place (AL­
VI-C-194, Map #266) generally have central chimneys which serve both 
halves of the duplex building. The Green Brick House (AL-VI-C-121, 
Map #177) is an example of Pennsylvanian vernacular architecture. The 
2 story 5 bay brick dwelling is based on the ell plan and has a hipped 
roof. Most of Barton's commercial buildings are examples of vernacular­
styled architecture. An example is Willism's Store and Barton Post Office 
Building (AL-VI-C 292, Map# 58), a duplex saltbox building . 

The Victorian-styled buildings exhibit the fine detail and various 
roof shapes characteristic of several styles of Victorian architecture. 
The earliest of thes is the r.o.o.F. Hall (AL-VI-C-123,Map #208). The 
2 story frame building rests on a stone foundation and exhibits the 
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Barton is one of the larger towns in the Georges Creek coal region of 
western Maryland. The Georges Creek Valley between Lonaconing and Westerport 
was farmland prior to the opening in 1853 of the Georges Creek Coal and Iron 
Company's railroad between the two towns. 1 Once t12is vital outlet for the 
coal trade was opened the area developed rapidly. 

In 1853 William Shaw, Jr. laid out the town of Barton to acconnnodate 
miners employed in the new mines opened around his 1200 acre estate south 
of Lonaconing. 3unlike the many company towns of the mining region, the 
66 building lots of Barton were made available to the general public. 4 
Miners from Barton were employed at the Swanton, Caledonia, Pickell, 
Piedmont, Barton and Potomac Mines? 

Augmented by the two Morrisson additions the town grew rapidlyP In 
1854 the site of the town contained two farmhouses and three railroad 
shanties. By 1887 the town's population of 1,200 supported 6 general 
stores, 7 saloons, 3 hotels and 4 churches. The town was incorporated 
19 18. 
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symmetry, overhanging bracketed eaves and gently pitched gabled roof 
characteristic of the style. Other Halianate- styled buildings in Barton 
are the Beveredge House (AL-VI-C-186, Map #150), and the Ayers House 
and store (Map #91 & 92). The Ayers House is a 2 story frame dwelling 
with a shed roof with a projecting bracket cornice and an unusual central 
gable with jigsawn trim. The Ayers Store is a 2 story frame commercial 
building with a store-front facade surrounted by a projecting bracketed 
pediment. 

The First National Bank of Barton (AL-VI-C-193, Map #54) is a small 
example of Neo-Rationalistic architecture. The symmetrically designed 
building has walls of brown glazed bricks. Its steeply hipped roof, 
hipped dormers, and round-headed entrance archway are common elements 
of Neo-Rationalistic architecture. Examples of the Bungalow in Barton 
are 1~ story frame dwellings with the dormers, gently pitched gable roofs 
and dormers characteristic of the style. Examples are #'s 26 and 211 
on the attached map. 
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photo #1 looking northeast 
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