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William R. Porter House 
Barton 
Private 1900 

The William Porter plank house is a story-and-a-half, three 
bay by two bay gable roof saltbox style structure. Originally the house 
rested on large stone which have been replaced with a cement foundation. 
Asbestos shingles cover the house. 

The present owner, William Porter, states that his house was one of 
six company house built on this land owned by Ed Moore. A blacksmith 
also was once located on the property. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This plank constructed house is situated in a hilly, semi-wooded area 
on Potomac Hollow Rd. approximately 3/4 miles east of Rt. 36. The house 
faces south. It is a story-and-a-half, three bay by two bay gable roof 
saltbox style structure. A small single story addition, one bay by one 
bay square, is located at the rear northeast corner of the house. The 
central facade entrance is covered by an aluminum overhang. 

An exterior brick chimney is located at the rear of the west elevation. 
One over one sash windows light the main block with single pane windows 
in the half story. Three over one windows are located in the addition. 
Originally the house rested on large stones which have been replaced 
with a cement foundation. Asbestos shingles cover the house with 
asphalt shingles on the roof. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is an example of a common western Maryland type. 
Houses of this general configuration, a rectangular main block and rear 
kitchen wing, were constructed in Allegany County from the late nineteenth 
through the early twentieth centuries. 
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Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
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21 State Circle, Shaw House 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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