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ST. PETER'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

AL-VI-D-130 
Church Street, Westernport 
1871 

The St. Peter's Roman Catholic 

Church consists of a single story, 

three bay wide, rectangular shaped 

facade. The church was built in 1871 

and replaced an old ramshackle build-

ing that was originally used as the 

place of worship. This first church 

building was purchased in 1854 and by 

1868, the congregation had grown large 

enough to merit construction of the 

pennanent present church. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St. Peter's Roman Catholic Chruch is located on Church Street in 
Westernport, Allegany County. 

St. Peter's Roman Ctholic Chruch is a single, three bay wide, 
rectangular building. The building was originally constructed of brick 
laid in American C(j'()mon Bond but has since been covered with stucco. 
It is designed around an apsidal plan and rests on a high cut stone 
foundation with a beveled water table.· The roof is gabled with pedimented 
cornice and is covered with replaced asphalt shingles. An extension 
tower is located on the south facade. Windows in the structure are 
stained glass lights that are pilastered and arcaded. A belt course 
is located in the central tower and features a vertically paneled door 
with a large fanlight. The door was originally flanked by two pilasters 
and topped by a pediment. However, today it is covered by a one bay gable
roofed entrance porch. The tower has two small arcaded and pilastered 
windows ·on its southern facade. Originally it was topped by a louvered 
belfry and a spire. The spire has since been removed and louvered 
belfry now features a single gothic style louvered windows on each 
of its four sides. Each window has a hoodmould with a keystone and is 
flanked by two battlements which alternate ~1ith four peaked parapets. 
The church originally had four corbeled brick chimneys located in the 
interior of the building. At present a single stucco covered chimney 
is left. 
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As early as 1849 Catholic Redemptorist priests from Cumberland had 
begun to minister to the population in and around the town of Westernport. 
The influx of Irish and Italian miners to the Westernport area prompted 
Father Michael Slattery, pastor from Frostburg, to begin making regular 
trips to Westernport. By 1854 his congregation had purchased land and a 
ramshackle building which they planned to use as a church. Eventually 
this original building was enlarged to accomdate the growing congregation 
and was known as Father Slattery's Cathedral. After one unsuccessful 
land pruchase, Father Slattery bought land arr the Maryland side of the 
Potomac in Westernport. On this property Father Slattery built the 
first Catholic Chruch in Westernport. In years later, this original 
frame structure was converted to St. Peter's School. By 1868 the con
gregation had grown large enough to merit the construction of a permanent 
building. Ground was broken for the building on August 9, 1870 and the 
cornerstone was laid on April 16, 1871. The new church, including the 
pews and altars, one of which was constructed of green marble imported 
from Ireland, was $25,000.00. 

St. Peter's ChU~ch, along with its convent 
the community of Westernport for over 100 years. 
itself remained essentially unchanged until 1921 
a significant anount of re-decorating. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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La Vale : lar land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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AL-Vl-D-130 
St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church 
127 Church Street, Westernport 
Westernport Quadrangle 1950, Photorevised 1981 

Allegany County Tax Map 501 , Parcel 1710/1709/504/503 

JKC 07/10/2015 
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