
ST. PETER'S CONVENT 

AL-VI-D-131 
Church Street, iJartsn VJes.ttrnpo<f-

1874 

St. Peter's Convent consists of a two 

and a half story, four oay wide, rectangular 

shaped facade. The building originally 

was a brick structure h0\'1ever it has been 

covered with stucco since ori~inal construe-

tion. Work began on the convent in 1873; a 

year ofter the completion of the church. 

In September of 1895 three Sisters of St. 

Joseph arrived from Philadelphia to occuoy 

the convent. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St. Peter's Convent is located on Church Street in -/esternport, 
Allegany County. 

St. Peter's Convent is a two and a half story, four bay wide rec
tangular ~uildin~. It was originally constructed of brick laid in 
American Common Bond but it has since been covered ~,1ith stucco. The 
building rests on a high s1are rubble foundation \'Ii th plain water table. 
The roof consists of two rarall-1"1 :::iabled roofs connected by a hyphen, 
.-1hich is topped by a ga~Jle-roofed dormer 11indow. Roth are covered 1vith 
replaced asphalt shinqles. Seven gable roofed dormers interrupt the 
roof line. \'/indows in the structure are double hun<J sash frames v1ith a 
combination of six over six and four over four licihts. Those vdndmJs 
located on the main facade have gothic arch frame~ in addition to 
semi-cirular stone arches located above them. A single 1·1indm1 1-1ith 
a triangular frame is located in each gable end. The main entrance is 
located on the south facade and features a vertically paneled door •:1ith 
side li~hts and a transom li~ht. A four bay hi~ped roof porch is also 
located on the south facade. Originally, a corbeled brick chimney was 
located in the interior of the building. 
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Work on St. Peter's Convent ~as begun on October 29, 1873 a year 
after St. Peter's Church (Historic Sites Inventory HAl-VI-D-130) was 
completed. A completion date for the convent ~as never recorded; however, 
on September 9, 1895 three Sisters of St. Joseph arrived from Philadelrhia. 
fly January of 1876 60 boys and llO girls 11ere attendin'] the parish school, 
1·1hich 1·1as housed in the old church building. The convent ·building itself 
remained essentially unchanged until 1925 v1hen the third story was re
modeled to provide adequate housing for the hwlve Sisters of St. Joseph 
who resided there. In June of 1956 the Convent underwent a major remodel
ing. Ml of the ':Jalls and floors were replaced 3s v1ell as the v1irin9 and 
some of the plumbing. All other rooms received ;ie''' harr11.-1oorl floors. 
~ark in the Convent was not complete~ until 1956, from the photographic 
evidence which exsists, it i-1ould appear that the buildinq ;-1as cove rd •·d th 
stucco sometime in the first quarter of the present century, 
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iti:rvf.1\JGI! DI uL~ EJG1~A •. PHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany Eounty Land REcords Cumberland, ·1 8 rylanrl 215r:;2 

"St. Peter's Church:" \'/esternport, !·1arylnnd, 1971 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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