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ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

AL-VI-D-133 
Main Street, Westernport 
1878 

The St. James Episcopal Church 

basically consists of a single story, 

one bay wide, rectangular shaped struc-

ture. The church was erected to serve 

as a worship place for the growing Epis­

copal congregation in Westernport. After 

the completion of the Cumberland and Penn-

sylvania Railroad in the 1860 1 s, the popu-

lation of Westernport increased rapidly 

and the growth of a variety of beliefs 

emerged. 

- - --------- --------



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
o\Oi.-~~ 

AL-VI-D-L3 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

St. James Eoiscopal Cnurch 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

liain Street 
CITY. TOWN 

1·/esternoort _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

i·1aryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

XsTRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

:s.__PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STATUS 

~OCCUPIED 
_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-XNO 

Episcopal Diocese of i·iaryland 
STREET & NUMBER 

1J5 \I. 1lonurnent Street 
CITY. TOWN 

i:3alti.more - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Allegany Countv Courthouse' 
STREET & NUMBER 

.30 ~lashington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

C1 Hqherl and 

lfl REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sjyth 
COUNTY 

.IUlegnay 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL ~-PACIK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _lRELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Telephone #: 727-3738 

STATE , zip code 
ti9rylapd, 

Liber # :244/228 
Folio #: 387/181 

STATE 

; iqry 1 and 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_!;GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

t ''. -.... /'"I 

/,(_..-"' / - ,_.. -i· .::·\:, 

CHECK ONE 

::_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St. Ja111e:; t.f)iscopal Church is located on !fain Street in ·.iestern:iort, 
Alle!Jany County. 

St. James Church is a single story~ one :Jay ,-Ji de rectann,ular building 
ttiat .ms Juilt around a moditied cruciforn plan. The building ·.ias con­
structed of :Jrick laid in i\rnerican Cornman 3ond and rests on a l01·1 stone 
foundation 1vi th a tieveled 'ilater table. The 11alls are rlain: ho•vever 
they are surported by ro·..is of out tresses. lindo~1s hnve center pointed 
frames (gothic arch) and are made of stained <]lass. Each is topped by 
a center pointed arch. A small rose ~vindrn1 is located in a one b;:iy 
enclosed entrance porch and features a vertically paneled door '·1ith a 
center pointed frame as 1vel 1 as a CJa'.Jle and :nick arch. It is flanked 
by tvrn buttresses. The roof is gahled and covered ·,1ith rerlaced asphdt 
shingles. A tower, that has ~een covered with asbestos shingles, is 
located at the southeast corner of the main block. 

It is ornamented ·,,Jith four rose 1vindows and is topped nv a louvered 
belfry. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



__ II SIGNIFICANCE 
AL -vi -j)~ I 3 '3> 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE x_RELIGION 

_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

X.1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

St. James Episopal Chapel ""as com;tructed in 1878 to serve as a 
place of i-Jorship for the Episopal congregation that >vas formin(] in \'Jestern­
port. After the completion of the Cumber land and Pennsv l vania f1ai lroad 
in the l860's the population of the tmm increased rapidly. The Chapel 
itself .1as constructed as a result of the general development of the 
to.vn and also as a result of the effort of Or. Thrall who 1-1as i:ector at 
the time.l 

The church is one of the fe,·1 churches that retains most of its 
original appearance in 'vfasternport and it remains an architectural and 
cultural reminder of the religious growth of the town. 

l. Heritage Press: Preservation Society of Allegany County, Vol. l i~o. lu 
August 1972 pp. 8 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Allegnay County Land Records Cumberland, 11aryland 21502 

"Heritage Press", Vol. 1, ~fo. lCJ, Cumberl d ~1 l rl 11 t . an ,. ary an~., ,....uqus 1972. 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson and Joan Baldwin 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survev 4/JZ/77 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

507 National High1·1ay 777-5967 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

La Vale Haryl and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· t IOI 



J!:Vl.!:'1<.1RY NO . ,AL-Vl-D-133 

;)/,TE: 3/29/77 

!(?::cD::i 11:G : Drastic 1 moderate , minor 

St. James Episcopal 

H t; ,.. TCi: OF 1 imPU.'l'Y : Main Street , Westernport 

224/587 
228/181 

r-:. NE OF O'. ,jii-~H : Epi_scopa_l _D_i_· o_ce_s_s_o_f_M_a_r..._y_l_a_n_d ________ ~7~2 ..... 7_-~3~7~3-8 ________ _ 

105 W. Monument Street 

Baltimore; Maryland 

.STOP.11~> : l(X) 2( ) 3( ) 11( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS : 1( X) 2( ) 3( ) L•( ) 5( ) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 

~.JNG.S 1 /'.DDlTI<·llS : 

Dwelling Shape : ( squ0re , cross , rectangulvr) 

( ) 
(X) 

FH/1.::. : 
L?.ICK : 

Bevel , c l&pl»oC:11·<l , \•1eathc-rbo<r<1, \"ooc? shincle5 1 board r~ batten (type'!) 
ronc type- <(OC1r:on . l!Jt[;lish ' Ple:"" foh . .Sketch v.: ri .. nts . 6/ 1 

( ) ~J11c1; ...... : Pone type- rub~le 1 C'shlar (re:: ndcm or ret;ular) , c~uoins-:_>lain 1 rusticuted 
( ) I.CG 
( ) Cl.her : 

',lf..Ll F'l!.l'lUP.!.:S : BEIT CCU!?! .. ·E , PllASTLf.S , CTHtrt.: Buttresses 
--------------~ FCut!D:•TIC.t!.~ : HJGH ,~ Hl.lCK , STonc; 

\·:1,T~.H ?tJJJ.E: rrC'm;, l urn , a~vuEo, Fe ULDED M<ICY 

\·:11:r0.,;, , THIJ-: , SHUT'~l:W..> : 1/1( ) 2/2 ( ) 6/ G( ) 9/6 ( ) 9/9( ) other (X)Gothic 
11er;c;ed ( ) naiJcd( ) ~li dc ( ) nnrrow ( ) mitred ( ) pediment ( ) 

J.OC1\'l'ICll: West !..HTH. t!CT•. , DL.01!.S : 
If ,.lW~·.rtdIB : _o_r_i_t;_i-na ___ l...,.( "'""X).--r-·e_p_J-.1-,c-e_d_,. (.-......)------------

1"/\N 1 IGHT ' TRAW Cl-~ , SIDB LlOi'f .. , j 1 r.rn 
Pcmel ed , Vcrticle, Hori;~ontal Bonrds 

c mi::.~, I , n d . , 7,,v ( c 'f"l'vll, f.•t·c h , ·-.:if fit I l,.:"u. 
ori;-;in.:!l( ) replaced( ) :i;..fLcl' J•nc~> , i10<.lillions , Ventil:::; , ""ciC>-o:: , 

HCCJ<"' : Gt.b) }; .FHC·NT , G!.HJ.lo. FLl·flK , HI.I-' ) ...:!J~D , I ·.r:::.urn , 
;;;11:::HI1'l : wood shinr.les , sl.:ite , tin, r·srh.: lt 

i0RCHLS : [;HAiE C.F R<OF - shed( ) hi!;( ) e[lble( ) 

c~: nm& , 1''1 AT , 
orir;inal( ) 

/1rchi trr.ve 
·cm .!'Hf> • 
repfaced(x--.--) --

111.13.i'R r RICK ( ) 
lCC 'l'J-(;-J.-:-1'-'lush Pnd( ) 

.S'J.'0N .... ( ) Ct 1 .J _D( ) oririn::>l( ) repbced ( ) 
Inside end( ) Cut1;ide end( ) C:entr .:>J ( ) Interior ( ) 

J.P.:.Jlli:I;: Door o nd Hindow: l'eyntone , fl·.t , ::er;::ent;1l , ... cmicircular 

.Use - Church 
: if~nific;:nce - Architecture/Religion 
L&tc Conntructcd - 1878 
Condition - Good 





AL-Vl-D-133 
St. James Episcopal Church 
34 Main Street, Westernport 
Sanborn Maps 
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AL-Vl-D-133 
St. James Episcopal Church 
34 Main Street, Westernport 
Westernport Quadrangle 1950, Photorevised 1981 

Allegany County Tax Map 501, Parcel 513/1717/1718 

I JKC 07/10/2015 
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