
LUKE MILL 

AL-VI-0-134 
Luke, Maryl and 
1889 

The original facade of the Luke Paper 

Mill industry basically consists of a one 

and a half story, five bay wide, rectangu-

lar shaped brick structure. The industry 

began operation in 1889 when the Lukes 

family took over the Davis Sawmill and 

expanded operations to include the pulp 

and paper process. The corporation ex­

ploited local raw materials and grew 

rapidly; being the sole reason for the 

development of the Town of Luke. Chrono-

logical expansion of operations and con-

struction can be seen in the mill plan 

and operations are at a peak today. 
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II DESCRIPTION 
I ... , ' 

., l .. - " ' 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

&..ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

_,X.FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Luke '.Je3tvaco Pul~ and Parer ; iill Company is Jocated on the 
ea0t side of ::t. 135 in Luke, .2\llc1any rountv. 

The oriqinal ulock ~asically consists of a one and a 'lalf story, 
five oay •·Jide, rectanoular shaoed t)loc:<. The buildi11g is constructed 
of bric:< laid in Americnn Common Bond supporterl by a 10,1 ~ourerl concrete 
foundation. Several Slilall :1in:;is abut the rrnin '.JJ.ock on all si ie~;. 
T: 1e .-1alls of ti1e structure are Dilastercd, and corbeled; recessed 
panel;.; are '.llaced around all \1indo»Vs. Tile roof :.Jasically fec:itures a 
central aabled ridge -.1hict1 is flan~ed hy shed roofs f:lelm: the un:ier 
one h<llf ::;tory ..iindt.:hl level. The roof is covcre:i <Jith r2!)l8ced asprialt 
materials and eaves exhibit a sim~le soffit. Windows in the building 
feature single sas11 frar.1es wi tl1 L1enty four linht :ianels, .mi le the 
'<'lings include dou•)le i1uw1 ~·1ooden sash frames 11ith six-over-six 
linht3. Th8 ;nain f)lock ~·1indo·.1s also include a transn;11 and f!edirnent 
dith a segmental .. n·ick arc11 over b1e ~erliment. [ntrances t~ tf1e ~Juilding 
feature the orLjinal dianonal ;Jlain '.warci doors •.·1it'l a nediment. Tt1ree 
c:1imneys are place•i around the facade. Clnc circular :net al chimney is 
located to the interior, one corbeled bric~ d1imney is located on the 
south side and one circulnr, corl-Jelerl Hick chimney is locaterl on the 
outside north end. 

n1c 'JuilJinri is structually sound and is oresently being used as 
a machine snap for the mill. 

The corporation has qrown and cxranded operations and construction 
throu1h the years and chronolo•iical ack.li Lions can he seer1 in the riill 
plan. Today operations are al a peak and the plant is continuing to ~ro~. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

?ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 
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~RCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC 

~RCH EOLOG Y-HISTORIC 

~GRICULTURE 

~RCHITECTURE 
~RT 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXP LORA TIONISETTLEM ENT 

~INDUSTRY 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
1B89 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 
Lukes 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

foe destvaco Pulp ;::ind Paper Co;iipany began operation in l3LJJ \'/hen 
a Scottish immiqrant family, the Lukes, took over the Davis sawmill.I 
The sav1mill ,1as on the present site of the pulr and paper mill and the 
L11kes simply expanded its ooerations to include thR paper manufacturin~ 
process. Tne family owned corporation exploited a good local sup~ly 
of Aater, 1<1hite spruce and inexpensive coal. The company also nad 
immediate access to the West Virgina Central Railroad and soon became 
knovm as the \I/est Viqinia Pulp and Paper Company. 3y 1894 the plant 
consisterl of nine buildings and rrorluced 40, OulJ pounds of pLiper daily. 2 
In 1894 tne company emrloyed 200 men in the pulp mill anrl 75 in tile 
raper factory. Over the next bvo decades the r"igure for employment 
reached l ,JUU and the mill was actually responsible for the grm1ti1 of 
the area . 

l. Harry Stegmaier Jr., ,'\llegany County-A History :icClain Printing 
Com;Jany, Parsons \'/est Va. 1976 p. 221 

2. Ibid 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



11fiiv1AJC;I! iH HIJ ~JG}~/-~PHICAL REFERENCES 
AL-VJ-]-/34 

Alle!Jany County Lanrl ;-;ecords CurniJerlanrl, '-lary lsnd 

Harry Ste•imaier Jr. Alleriany County-A History. (Parsons, \Jest Vir:;iriia: 
. icClean Printinq ~o. U76) 

CONTINUE ON SEP.AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John i~elson and Joan '.Jald•iin 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Alleqany Countv HL>toric Sites Survey 4/19/77 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

5u7 ;~ational flirn1\·1ay 777-5%7 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

La V le ,. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 



.--

INVENTO~Y NO: AL-VI-D-134 
----'~-'--=-----=-~~------

DATE: 4/19/77 

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor 
First Transaction 73/674 

73/684 

NAME OF PROP ER TY : __ _;:L::._u'-k-=e--'-'f l=i=l =-1-------------------------

LOCATION OF PROPERTY:-==-L~u_ke.=....z..•~:~1a=r~v~l=a~n~d"------------------------~ 

DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: West ----------------------------
NAME OF OWNER: Westvaco Corporation 

ADDRESS: _________ l __ u_k_e_,__;J_a_r~v_l=an~d-'--·~-------------------~ 

STORIES: l(XJ 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5(X) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: 

DWELLING SHAPE: (square, cross, rectangular) 

WALL CONSTRUCTION: 

( ) FRAME: 
( X) SRI CK: 
( ) STONE: 
( ) LOG 

Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?) 
Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 5/1 
Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 

( ) OTHER: Coverings 

WALL FEATURES: Belt Course, Pilasters, Others 
-----------~--------~ 

FOUNDATIONS: 

\·IA TER TABLE: 

High, Low, Brick, Stone Concrete 

None, Plain, Beveled, Moulded Brick 

\'IINDO\'/S, TRI~, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6(./) 9/6( 
pegged( ) nailed( ) wide( 

ENTRANCE,DOORS: LOCATION: 
------;-o---~----,-

H AR mv ARE: original( v') replaced( ) 

9/9( ) other( X) 24 light 
narrow( ) mitred( ) Rediment( ) 

Transom 

FAN LICHT, TRANSOM, SIDE l IGHTS, f':_AIN 
Panelt~J, Verticle, Horizontul Bod~ 

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: (crown, fascia, soffit, bed) 
original( ) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave 

ROOF: Gable front, Gable flank, Hip, Shed, Mansard, Gambrel, Flat, Dormers # 
--MATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin, asphalt; original( ) replaced(_) __ _ 

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed( ) hip( ) gable( ) 

CHH1NEYS: Number: 3 Brick( JY Stone( ) Corbeled( X) original( ) replaced( ) 
Location: Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Outside end( ) Central( ) Interior( 

- ARCHES: Door & Windows: Keystone, Flat, Segmental, Semicircular 

COl·iMENTS: 

USE: ~ 1achine sh on 
SIG~:IFICANCE: Paper mill 
DA TE CONSTRUCTED: / S' 3 1 

----~------cm DI TION: Fair 
--------~~~-~ 



I N T E R I U R 

FLOOR PLAN: 

( ) CENTRAL HALL: 
( ) SIDE HALL: 

Two rooms, each side; double parlor, one side 
One room deep, two roorns deep 

( ) IRREGULAR 

STAIR\'/AYS: 

( ) ENCLOSED: Single flight, two flights with landing 
( ) OPEN: Single flight, two flights - one landing, three flights - two landings 
( ) DOG-LEG 
( ) DOG-LEG with WINDERS 
( ) SPIRAL 
( ) ROUNDED 
( ) SYMMETRICAL DIVIDED FLIGHTS 

\vALL FINISH: 

( ) PLASTER 
( ) PANELED: original; replaced 
( ) BOARD PARTITION: baseboard, cornice, chair rail, wainscot 

FI REP LACES: 

NUMBER ----LOCATION: parallel to walls, diagonal 
MANTELS: wood mouldings, pilasters, columns, masonary, marble 

DOORS: paneled, board and batten, flush 
HARDWARE: original; replaced 

DOOR & WINDOW TRIM: 

( ) PLAIN 
( ) ARCHITRAVE 
( ) SYMMETRIC ~vi th COR~FR BLOCKS 
( ) FLUfED 
( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor 

NOTES: 
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