E.J. Robert Grocery

AL-V1-D-202

Route 36 Franklin

last quarter of the 19th century

Most of the early stores in the Georges' Creek mining region
were company stores which were inneffectively banned in 1868 and
effectively banned 1898. Most miners prefered the less expensive
independent stores which didn't offer the easy credit of the company
stores.

This store, although owned by a wealthy individual connected in
some ways with the coal companies, was probably an independent store
which was built during the last quarter of the nineteenth century in
Franklin Mines. The name on the sign "E.J. Roberts" is still discern-
able despite the layers of paint that cover it. It was most likely
a general store with a complete line of goods; there was at least
one such store in each of the small towns of the mining region. The
commercial facade,a pedimented three bays wide store front, is in
original condition.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

E.J. Roberts Grocery stands on the eastern side of Route 36
in Franklin.

The building consists of a two story, three bays wide rectangular
frame structure with weatherboard siding. It rests on a low foundation
of random rubble with a plain water table. The shed roof is covered
with tar paper. Eaves consits of a cornice with soffit and bedmould.
On the ends of the eaves are triple scrolled brackets and between these
are eight smaller brackets. Wall features include an advertising sign
flush on the western facade above the second story windows. An original .
corbeled brick chimney and a replaced brick chimney are located on the
interior.

A three bays wide original store front is pedimented with two sets
of triple scrolled brackets. At the base of the store front is a pedimented
railing with recessed wooden panels. The entrance, recessed in the center
of the facade, includes a transom and double doors of one panel and one
1ight each with original hardware. Pedimented large fixed one 1ight
windows are surmounted with two 1light transoms. Windows elsewhere
pedimented one over one light sash windows with wooden lugsills.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first stores in the Georges's Creek mining region were
owned and operated by the coal and iron companies. (1) Although
a state law of 1868 banned the company stores it was necessary for
the General Assembly to reinforce the law in 1898. (2) HMiners pre-
ferred dealing with independent stores whose "goods were cheaper."(3)
For the most part the workers refused the easy credit offered by
company stores and insisted upon dealing in cash only. (4) Each
small town in the mining region had "at least one store." (5)

This grocery was built in Franklin Mines during the last
quarter of the 19th century by Edwin J. Roberts. Although it has
been covered with paint, the name on the sign, E.J. Roberts, is
still discernable. In all probability is was a general store
offering a complete and varied 1ine of goods. The owners relates
that the store went out of business in the nineteen forties. (6)
The original three bays wide pedimented store front is still intact
and serves as a reminder of the commercial development in the Georges'
Creek area during the late nineteenth century.

(1) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland
Coal Region, 1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press) p.102

(2) Ibid.,p.103-105
(3) Ibid,p.103
(4) Ibid

(5) Ibid, P.84

(6) Interview Mrs. Viola P. Patton, Franklin Mines. November 1, 1978.
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