Fusner-Hanna House
AL-V1-D-210

342 Front Street, Westernport
ca. 1871

This residence was built early in the 1870's in Hammond's
Addition to the town of Westernport. The 267 lot addition to the
town was established in 1866 by Thomas Hammond of Frederick County.
George Fusner bought six lots on Front Street and had this residence
built shortly thereafter. It was owned for many years by the Hanna
family.

The two story frame building, of board and batten, rests on a
high foundation of random ashlar stone. Its assymmetrical principal
facade includes an offset entrance and original six over six light
sashs windows.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building consists of a two story, three bay wide, "T"
shaped structure with board and bowed batten. It rests on a high
stone foundation of random ashlar with a plain water table. The
gable flank roof is covered with tar paper. Eaves consist of a
boxed cornice, soffit, and frieze with closed returns which are
open on an addition. One brick chimney with a corbeled cap is
located on the interior.

The main entrance, offset on the southeastern facade, includes
a replaced door of five panels and one oval 1ight of frosted glass.
Windows are pegged six over six lights with wooden lugsills. A
small porch on the southeast has a shed roof supported by square
wooden posts. A board and batten addition abuts the center of the
northwestern facade. It rests on a low foundation of random rubble.
A small frame addition with a shed roof is on the southwest of
the board and batten addition.
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‘ STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This residence was built during the early 1870's in Hammond's
Addition to t he town of Westernport. Westernport's rapid growth early in
the latter half of the nineteenth century was stimulated by the opening
of an important rail junction there during the 1850's. (1) Growing
railroad shops of the Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railroad in Westernport
and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in the adjacent town of Piedmont,
West Virginia created a need for new building lots that was satisfied
with the establishment of additions to the town such as Hammond's Addition. (2)

Thomas Hammond of Frederick C ounty, the land owner, had the addition
surveyed in 1866. Two hundred and sixty-seven building lots were laid
out on a hillside on the western side of George's Creek where it empties
in to the Potomac River. (3) George Fusner bought six lots on Front
Street in 1871 and had this residence built shortly thereafter. (4)

In 1899 Fusner sold the property to El11a Hanna whose children owned
it until 1965. (5)

The two story frame building of board and bowed batten rests on a
high foundation of random ashlar stone. Its asymmetrical principal
facade includes an offset entrance and original six over six light
sash windows. A board and batten addition abuts the center of the
northwestern facade. The Fusner-Hanna House retains its original
appearance and serves as a reminder of the early growth of Westernport.

(1) Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al. Allegany County, A History (Parsons
W. Va. McClain Printing Co. ) p. 140-1

(2) Ibid, p.2..

233 Allegany County Land Records, Liber 25, Folio 676

4) 1Ibid, Liber 36, Folio 199

(5) Tbid, Liber 86, Folio 205 and Liber 382, Folio 249
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Fusner-Hanna House
AL-V1-D-210

Allegany County Deed: Liber 382, Folio 249

Grantee:
Grantor:

Marshall Ordner

Nellie H. McCoy and Mary G. Hanna

Allegany County Wills, Liber Q, Folio 51

Grantee:
Grantor:
Notes:

Nellie H. McCoy and Mary G. Hanna
E1Ta Hanna
Grantor died intestate August 8, 1932

Allegany County Deed: Liber 86, Folio 205

Grantee:
Grantor:
Notes:

E1la Hanna

Joseph F. Fusner et al.

Grantors heirs of George W. Fusner.
Deed mentions house

Allegany County Deed: Liber 36, Folio 199

Grantee:
Grantor:
Notes:

George W. Fusner

Thomas Hammond

Part of Hammond's Addition to Westernport.
See Liber 25, Folio 676 and plat of addition
Plat Box #8, surveyed in 1866

Date: April 7, 1965

Date: May 24, 1899

Consideration: $2,650.00

Date: September 1, 1871
Consideration: $425.00
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