Norris Bruce House

AL-V1-D-213

163 Church Street, Westernport
cira 1911

This residence on Church Street of Westernport was built
in Gannon's Addition to the town around 1911. The original
owner was John M. David who sold the house to his brother-in-
law Norris Bruce in 1921. Davis' wife Edna and Norris Bruce were
children of Oliver H. Bruce one of the most respected educators
of Allegany County.

The square wooden building was designed with the Georgian
Revival symmetry and detail popular early in the twentieth
century. The columned front porch and large dormers are examples
of the exaggerated design of the style. Eaves consist of a boxed
cornice, soffit, and frieze with modillions and dentils.
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The NOPrispryce House is located at 163 Church Street in
Westernport.

The building, in original condition, consists of a square
two and one-half story, three bays wide frame structure covered
with asbestos shingles. It rests on a high foundation of poured
cement with a plain water table. The pyramidal hip roof is covered
with asphalt shingles. Eaves consist of boxed cornice,soffit, and
frieze with plain modillions and dentils. Four hip roofed dormers,
each with two windows, have eaves consisting of a boxed cornice,
soffit and frieze with dentils. Wall features include a three sided
bay window with a flat roof on the northwest. One of the three windows
is stained glass. Two original multiple flue brick chimneys, one
inside end and the other on the interior, have corbeled caps.

The main entrance, in the center of the southwestern facade,
includes a one light transom and one 1ight sidelights. The door is
of one large beveled glass light and original hardware. An entrance
in the center of the southwestern second floor leads to a balcony.
Large double windows on the first floor of the southwestern facade
are pedimented and pegged one over one lights with wooden slipsills.
Other windows are pegged one over one lights, some in pairs. Double
and single casement windows are on the northwest and southeast and
in the dormers. The front porch, supported by a stone foundation,
has a flat roof supported by wooden Roman doric columns. A pro-
jection over the stairway is supported by a pair of columns. Eaves
of the porch roof are the same as those of the building. A two tiered
porch with a shed roof and a small two story shed roofed addition
are on the southeast.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This residence was constructed circa 1911 in Gannon's Addition
to the town of Westernport. The original owner was John M. Davis
who sold the house in 1921 to his brother-in-law, Norris Bruce.(1)
Davis' wife Edna and Norris Bruce were childred of Oliver H. Bruce,
"one of the most thorough and successful educators" of Allegany County,
for whom Bruce High School was named. (2) Bruce's family owned the
house until 1975.(3)

The square wooden building was designed with the Georgian
Revival symmetry and detail popular early in the twentieth century.
The columned front porch, with full eaves and a small balcony, and
four large dormers are examples of the exaggerateddesign of the
style. Eaves consist of a boxed cornice, soffit, and frieze with
modillions and dentils.

(1) Allegany County Land Records, Liber 136, Folio 225

(2) Ibid, and Portrait and Biographical Record of the Sixth Congressional
District, Maryland (New York: Chapman Publishing Company, 1898) p.229

(3) Allegany County Land Records, Liber 479, Folio 347
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Allegany County Deed: Liber 483, Folio 952
Grantee: E1l1is C. Burke and Neva M. Burke Date January 30, 1976
Grantor: Frederick D. DeVore and Christina DeVore

Allegany County Deed: Liber 479, Folio 347

Grantee: Frederick C. DeVore and Christina DeVore Date: May 28, 1975
Grantor: Richard W. Reilly
Notes: Grantor Attorney in-fact for Marie J. Bruce

Allegany County Deed: Liber 479, Folio 345

Grantee: Richard W. Reilly Date: May 28, 1975
Grantor: Marie J. Bruce
Notes: Grantee named attorney-in-fact for Grantor

Allegany County Deed: Liber 219, Folio 128
Grantee: Norris Bruce and Marie J. Bruce Date: February 5, 1948
Grantor: Horace P. Whitworth, Trustee

Allegany County Deed: Liber 219, Folio 127
Grantee: Horace P. Whitworth, trustee Date: February 4, 1948
Grantor: Norris Bruce

Allegany County Deed: Liber 136, Folio 225
Grantee: Norris Bruce Date; January 21, 1921
Grantor: John M. Davis and Edna Bruce Davis

Allegany County Deed: Liber 108, Folio 161

Grantee: John M. Davis Date: May 29, 1911
Grantor: Bridget A. Gannon et al
Notes: part of Gannon's Addition surveyed 1911, see

Liber 108, Folio 106

Allegany County Assessments Districts 8 13, 1923-1927
Notes: Norris Bruce lot and dwelling, Dwelling valued at $2,500.00

Allegany County Assessments District 8, 1910-1917,p. 204
Notes: Mentions lot and improvements valyed at $1,800.00
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