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Twenty-First Lane Schoolhouse
Twenty-First Lane, McCoole
Mid 1870's

The public school system of Allegany County was organized in
1865, but it was not until the 1870's that adequate schoolhouses were
built. The Twenty-First Schoolhouse also known as the Dayton Schoolhouse,
was built in the mid 1870's on the lane leading to the twenty-first bridge
on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The tall one story frame building with
gable roof has a simple utilitarian design. The windows are tall and large,
providing ample 1ight to the classroom.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Twenty-first Lane Schoolhouse is located on the southwestern
side of the Twenty-first Lane near McCoole.

The building consists of a tall one story, two bays wide
rectangular frame structure with clapboard siding. It rests on
a high stone foundation of random rubble with some random ashlar
stone on the northeast. The gable front roof is covered with tar
paper. Eaves consist of a cornice, frieze, and bedmould. One
bracket is located in the peak of the northeastern gable end.
One corbeled brick chimney located in the center of the building
is original.

A gabled vestibule, offset on the northeast, has been
removed. An interior door, the main entrance, has original
hardware, one light, and three panels. Windows are tall, pegged
two over two lights with wooden Tugsills.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The public school system of Allegany County was established
in 1865, but it was not until the 1870's that adequate schoolhouses
were erected. (1) " In comparison with other sections of the state,
Allegany County was generous in its public support of education."(2)
Concerned private citizens also provided support with contributions
and fund raising activities that made more comfortable schoolhouses
possible. (3) "By 1881, every community had at least one public
school." (4)

The Twenty-first Lane Schoolhouse, also known as the Dayton
Schoolhouse, was built in the mid 1870's after the property was
purchased in 1874. (5) The tall one story frame building with a
gabled roof has a simple utilitarian design. The windows are tall
and large, providing ample 1ight to the classroom. Although a
gabled vestibule has been removed the schoolhouse remains a
reminder of the progress of education in Allegany County.

(1) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the
Maryland Coal Region 1835-1910 (Tthaca: Cornell University Press) p. 109-110

(2) Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al., Allegany County-A History (Parsons W Va.:
McClain Printing Co. ) p. 263
(3) 1Ibid

(4) 1Ibid

(5) Unpublished document "School Properties" Allegany County Board of
Education, Cumberland, Md. p. 33

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Stegmaier, Harry Jr. et al. Allegany County- A History, Parsons, W Va.: McClain
Printing Company, 1976 )
Harvey, Katherine A. Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland Coal Region
1835-1910, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1969
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY e 73 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY
[81FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator
ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany County Historic Sites June 14, 1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
3 Pershing Street 777-5944
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Cumherland Marvland 21502

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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FOUNDATIONS: High, Low, Brié&k, Stone Mé_é/( gf’aﬁz o’d}{«f,’( Wma W ANE.

—

WATER TABLE: None,\l;il).{ Beveled, Moulded Brick /

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/ 6/6( ) 9/6( ),9/9( ) other( ) 5
pegged(S) nailed( ) wide(\/) narrow( ) mitred( ) pedlment( )

ENTRANCE,DOORS:  LOCATION: g [ 9k~ FDlnes L
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hibﬂ”a FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 47fiﬁr~

MW\PQ Paneled, Vertical, Horizontal Boards ALl [A/,,. Gw/v’] 7
<’/ A

_ - =
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—
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