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Shaffer House 
Frostburg 

mid-19th century 

The Shaffer House is a mid-nineteenth century transitional 

Greek Revival-Italianate House. The building is two and a half 

stories high, three bays wide, and is constructed in brick laid 

in American Common Bond. The house is remarkable in that it 

retains much of its original external decoration. Most note-

worth;' is its fine bracketed cornice broken by a cross gable 

complete with fanlight. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UNAME 
HISTORIC 

Shaffer House 
ANO/OR COMMON 

Skidmore House 

l)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

156 East Main Street 
CITY.TOWN 

Frostburg ..X.. VICINITY OF 

STATE 
lfaryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUB UC ~OCCUPIED 
XBu1Lo1NGISl !_PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Darward Skidmore 
STREET & NUMBER 

Midlothian 
CITY. TOWN 

Poat Office 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

Midlothian _L VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC- Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY.TOWN 

CU!llberland 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

-.AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL J:_PRIVATE RESIOENCI 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_ MILITARY 

Tel ephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE , Z l.p code 
Mary land 215 32 

Liber #: 405 
Folio #: 264 

STATE 

Mm land 

_FEDERAL -STATE _couNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

~FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

.:.:...ALTERED 

AL-Vl1-A-OD ~ 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATf, _ _ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL !IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

15' East Lain Street in ¥rostburg, Allegany County. is located on the north side 
of the street between the intersections of Grant and Bowery Street . 

The house is a mid nineteenth century trE';IIsitional Greek •. evival Italinatc 
structure with American Common bond brick construction . The structure is three bays 
wide with a dressed stone foundation . The building is two and a half stories high, 
with a cross eable on the symmetrical facade, and has an addition or sauare wing on 
the north f.lide or the structure with a gable roof . The hip roof of the mai n facade 
is supported with brackets and the primary material is slate on the symmetrical 
facade with asphalt and tin on the rear winft: . The center entranceway is recessed nnd 
includes a rectangular transom . ThP facade windows are double- hung wooden Rashes with 
the first floor windows having four-over - six Hghts . The second floor windows lmve 
four- over- four lights with the central window havin~ a hood supported by consoles. 
The windo" in the cross gable is a small semi-circular light. Theie is one corbeled 
bri ck chimney located in the interior of the structure . 

The building is structually sound but alterations have been ffiade to the porch 
and interior of the structure when converted for use of apartments . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 
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Al L., v 11 - A- oo~ 

rERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

-1400- 1499 

- 1500·1599 

- 1600·1699 

- 1700·1799 

){I 800· I 899 

- 1900· 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOUY· PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

.:._.ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_ COMMUNITY PL.ANNING 

_ CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

- EDUCATION 

_ ENGINEERING 

_ EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_ INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_ LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_ MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_ RELIGION 

-5CIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

• SPECIFIC DATES :iid 19th century 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

·. 

l.56 &.st >.c.iin Street is a mid nineteenth century transitional Greek Revival -
Italinate house . The house is one of a very few to retain rr.uch of its original 
extPrnal decoration wj th the except.ion of the newly built cement block porch that 
aetracts from its beauty . Obviously a fine house in its day , the bu~lding wos 
converted to apartments for college students recently by the present owner and the 
interior iG rapidly crumbling . It would be a great loss to Frosthurg ' s architectural 
heritage if the interior is allowed to deteriorate when the fvcade is in such a near 
original state and lhe opportunity for restoration so good. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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llMA)OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SEf ARATE SHEET If NECESSARY 

lliJ<;EOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINUED PROPERTY 55' X 155' 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

156 East Main Street 

Bcnmdary Lines East & West 55' Lines North & South 155' 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John E. Nelsoo, Program Coordinator of All. Co Historic Sites 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Site3 Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

10 Park Lane 
CITY OR TOWN 

Frastburg 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Key points regarding interior architecture . 

1. Floor plan 
No through hall--How m~ rooms l ong and deep? J ,JtJ 
. Where is stairway? ~tra~g§ qr winding? of 4 

- S-.oih-1. s 
With through hall--Rooms on both sides? How many? 

Rooms on one side only? How many? 
Is stair in throurrh hall? 

. ' Open or enclosed? Straight--one run. Straight--landing 
How many? Curved. 

If not in hall. where i s stair? 

2. Wall finish: ~st~ paneled, board partition • 
Note presence of chair rail, cornice, etc . 

:3· Fireplacesa ·How many? Parallel to walls or diagonal in 
corner? 
Mantelsa wood--mouldings , pilasters, columns 

masonry--marble(what color? ), brick 

3. Doors 1 on the inside of exterior doors, note the presence of 
applied flush boards and their direction (diagonal, vertical, 
horizontal). In general a r e doors paneled or ledge or other? 

4. Door and window trim:~ architrave : fluted, reeded: 
pilasters 

5. Kitchens Where is original if extant or 
large fireplace )2 Separate building ; 
dwelling ; within principal dwelling? 
of the above? 

known (marked by very 
wing to principal 
On which floor of any 
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