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African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Frostburg 

1881 

The African Methodist Episcopal Church was founded in 

1845 by Black Protestants who lived in the Northwest portion 

of Frostburg. Originally the church was located on Ormand 

Street and was known as Hall's Chapel. In 1881 it was re-

built on its present site at a cost of about $800. The struc-

ture has been remodeled three times. At present it is one 

story and one bay wide, of frame construction covered in both 

weatherboard and novelty siding. The windows in the church 

feature double hung, wooden sash frames which have been pan-

eled to form lancet windows. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

African ?-~ethodist Episcopal Church 
ANDtOR COMMON 

Dickerson AME Church 

IJLOCATION 
STREETS. NUM BER 

l48 West Mechanic Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Frostburg =J- VICINITY OF 
STATE 

Mag land 

BcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
-.OISTIUCT _PUBLIC ~CCU PIED 

:X.Bu1L01NGIS> -!_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Dickerson AME Church 
STREETS. NUMBER 

148 West Mechanic Street 
CITY.TOWN 

Frostburg ..I... v1c1N1TY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREETS. NUMBER 

CITY.TOWN 

Allegany County Courthouse 

30 Washington Street 

Cumberland 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

--AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _pARK 

-EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCI 

_ENTERTAINMENT XRELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone # : None 

STATE ' Zl.p code 
Maryland 21532 

Liber #: 24 
Fol io #: 58 

STATE 

Mm land 

-FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _.LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

--EXCELLENT 

.... GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_ DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

- UNALTERED 

LALTEREO 

AL-Vll-A-0'3( 

CHECK ONE 

....,,ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL llF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Dickerson Ja1.Ei Church is loc··ted c.t 148 eat flcchnnic Street in 1-'rostburg , 
hllegany County , on the southwest side of the street at the intersection of -ine ~treet . 

The church consists of a one story , one bay wide, rectangular block . A front, 
Northeast face wing ond a reDr Southwest wing abut the ~in block for the purpose of an 
entrance and ~ulpit respectively . The church is a frame structure covered with novelty ·• 
siding and is supported by a low cement block foundation with a plaiu water t~ble . The 
roof of the fc.:cade is anbled with soffit and frieze, and is covered 't'i th replaced asphnlt •. 
shingles . Windows in the church feature double bung , wooden sash frames which have been 
panelled to form lancet windows, with stained glass two- over- two lights. 'l'he main 
entrance is located on the front , Northeast, face of thP structure and includes u trancom 
with n framed wood fan above the double doors . One replaced metal chimney is found on 
the outside end of aouthemst aide and the church ehowe no evidence of on earlier chimney . 

'l1he church is structurally sound but alterations have been made when remodeled in 
192't and again in 1956. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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(" :RIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOlOliY ·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

_ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ LAW _ 1400· 1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

- 1500· 1 599 --AGRICULTUR~ 

- 1800· 1899 ~RCHITECTURE 
- 1700· 1 799 -ART 

L 1800-1899 _COMMERCE 

_1900. -COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 1881 

•• STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_ LITERATURE 

_ MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_ PHILOSOPHY 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

:\.RELIGION 

- SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER !SPECIFY) 

'l1he i..frican r;ctho<li st !!.piscopal Church was founded in 18lf5 by Chri stian , Black 
Protestants who lived in the Northwest portion of Frostburg . The origi nal church 
wao located on Orma.nd Street and was known ao Hall ' s Chapel . In 1881 the present 
church was built on the current site for the cost of about U8oo , and the lot was 
donated by Thomas Mitchell , Sr . 

The church has been remodeled on several occasions , in 1924 and 1952 and Bffain in 
1956 when the structure was rededicated. The church and congregation is unique in that 
it wos the f i rst and only Negro minority group to form a religious meeting house in 
the town of Frostburg , and its good condition certainly enhances the cultural heritage 
of F'rostburg • 
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

Frostburg Sesquicentennial Book; 
Frostburg Sesquicentennial Canmittee, 

Dickerson, Al!E Church, 
June 1962 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lllJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 21)! X 46 1 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

lJ+8 West Mechanic Street 

BoW1dary Lines Saithwest & Kart.beast 46' 
Northwest 201 

Lines Southeast & 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

John E. Nelson, Program Coordinator of All. Co. Historic Sites 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Histcric Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

10 Park Lane 
CITY OR TOWN 

Frostburg 

DATE 

5/21/76 
TELEPHONE 

6f 9-8486 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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r~,.! :r OF l HOi "EHTY : 

:.DJJHJ;.:;c : 

.:.tl'0iU1;S : l(\/S 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS : 

1.;TfrGi>, /\DIJlTIC"J.IS : ~I e.~d~1. ... <- t.-
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(.r) Other: ~; J ; ... , 
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Key points regarding interior architecture. 

1. Floor plan 
No through hall--How many rooms long and deep? 

Where is stairway? Straight qr winding? 

With through hall--Rooms on both sides? How many? 
Rooms on one side only? How many? 
Is stair in throuah hall? 

Open or enclosed? Straight--one run. Straight--landing 
How many? Curved. 

If not in hall, where is stair? 

2. Wall finish: plaster, paneled, board partit~on • 
Note presence of chair rail, cornice, etc. 

J. Fireplacesa · How many? Par&llel to walls or diagonal in 
corner? 
Mantels1 wood--mouldings, pilasters, columns 

masonry--marble(what color? ), brick 

3. Doorsa on the inside of exterior doors, note the presence of 
applied flush boards and their direction (diagonal, vertical, 
horizontal). In general are doors paneled or ledge or other? 

4. Door and window trim: plain, architrave; fluted, reeded; 
pilasters 

5. Kitchen• Where is original if extant or 
large fireplace)2 Separate buildingi 
dwelling; within principal dwelling? 
of the above? 

knovm (marked by very 
wing to principal 
On which floor of any 
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